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(Feb. 29, 2024) Elected officials 
asked for more cooperation between a 
local business and the town’s chamber 
of commerce this week before taking 
no action on the business’s request to 
serve alcohol at events. 

The Berlin Town Council on Mon-
day opted not to act on a request from 
Burley Oak 
Brewing Co. to 
sell alcohol at 
four town 
events. Cur-
rently, the 
chamber han-
dles alcohol sales 
at the town’s 
events.  

“Those are 
c h a m b e r 
events,” Council-
woman Shaneka 
Nichols said. “Those are the people 
this conversation should be had with. 
Bypassing the people in charge of the 
event is not necessarily a good look.” 

Matt Burrier of Burley Oak ap-
proached the council this week with 
two requests. First, he said the brew-
ery wanted to be able to provide free 
samples and sell its packaged products 
at the Berlin Farmers Market. Officials 
said that was actually a request that 
could be handled at the staff level by 
Economic and Community Develop-
ment Director Ivy Wells. Wells noted 
that Lyon Rum and The Buzz Meadery 
operated similarly at the market, sell-
ing their product and offering free 
samples.  

With no action needed from the 
council for that request, officials 
moved on to discussion of Burrier’s re-
quest to have Burley Oak sell alcohol 

Burley Oak 
sales plea 
tapped out 
Request to sell separately 
at chamber events gains no 
traction with town council

(Feb. 29, 2024) The Ocean Pines 
Association’s communications advi-
sory committee is considering new 
survey initiatives to spur more com-
munity involvement and feedback in 
Ocean Pines. 

With first-time members Connie 
Corbett and Cindy Hoffman officially 
on the roster, the group met on Feb. 
22 to discuss plans to foster the 
Ocean Pines neighborhood spirit and 
specifically the Ocean Pines Season 
Kickoff and Expo. 

According to committee chair 
Linda Yurche, roughly 600 additional 
residents move into Ocean Pines each 
year. 

The expo allows these new mem-

bers to explore the 61 clubs and or-
ganizations available, such as the 
Democratic Women’s Club, the bowl-
ing league and the Delmarva Chorus. 

The event is slated for April 20 at 
White Horse Park. The communica-
tions committee, which is heavily in-
volved in its planning, wants to give 
new and old Ocean Pines residents a 
chance to browse all the community 
offers. 

The group also discussed new pro-
posals. In 2018, Yurche said the com-
mittee conducted a survey to 
determine how residents received 
Ocean Pines information and what 
community matters were of the most 
concern. 

At the time, 62% of the 1,773 re-
spondents indicated they obtained 
OPA news through the Bayside 
Gazette. 

The communications team also 
determined that infrastructure, 
drainage, facility upkeep and dissat-

isfaction with Mediacom were top is-
sues. 

The board used this information to 
establish priorities. At the most re-
cent communications meeting, the 
members expressed their intention to 
recommend an updated survey, as 
the world has changed significantly 
within the last six years. 

“I think people were receptive to 
what we put out before,” committee 
member Marlene Ott said. 

Corbett noted the need to distin-
guish demographics when reviewing 
the results. The study would differen-
tiate between new, long-time, year-
round, and part-time residents and 
families, single people and couples.  

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
the committee agreed to discuss the 
proposed assessment tool with Elaine 
Brady, the board liaison, and see if 
they wish to proceed.  

“I would love to see the updated 
data,” Yurche said.

Communications comm. 
members want to inform 
residents of what OP offers

By Charlene Sharpe 
Associate Editor

See BREWERY Page 8

CHARLENE SHARPE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Berlin Council member Shaneka Nichols makes a point during Monday’s council meeting while discussing a request from Burley Oak Brewing. 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

New survey initiatives considered 

‘… Bypassing the 
people in charge 
of the event is 

not necessarily a  
good look.’ 

Councilwoman 
Shaneka 
Nichols
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Your home should be your haven, not a source 
of stress. Are you or your loved ones experiencing 

these situations? 
 

• Struggling with getting dressed? 
• Worried about shower safety? 

• Medication routine a challenge? 
• Breathless after chores? 
• Need help with meals? 

• Tough time grocery shopping? 
• Miss community activities? 

• Feel lonely sometimes? 
 

Trust us for the support you need to live safely, 
comfortably and independently at home. 

Join our satisfied clients who’ve found relief from  
similar challenges in their daily lives. 

Discover Harrison Health at Home today! 
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Berlin council OKs mixed 
drinks at one special event

(Feb. 29, 2024) In an effort to in-
corporate more Berlin products into 
downtown events, elected officials 
agreed to allow liquor sales at Berlin 
Jazz and Blues, Wine and Brews in 
May.  

The Berlin Town Council voted 4-
1 to allow the Berlin Chamber of 
Commerce to sell mixed drinks made 
with liquor from Forgotten 50, the 
new distillery on Old Ocean City 
Boulevard, during the May event. 
While the chamber initially requested 
to sell the pre-mixed drinks at multi-
ple events, officials said they wanted 
to see how the first one went before 
approving others. 

“I’m not comfortable approving all 
four of these events without knowing 
how the first one goes,” Councilman 
Steve Green said. 

Ryan Nellans, executive director of 
the chamber, approached the council 
Monday asking for approval to add 
mixed drinks to the menu of beer and 
wine already sold by chamber repre-
sentatives during Berlin Jazz and 
Blues, Wine and Brews, Small Town 

Throw Down, Fiddlers Convention 
and Oktoberfest. He said that the 
chamber planned to buy pre-mixed 
drinks made by staff at Forgotten 50 
with the establishment’s liquor. He 
said this would be a way the chamber 
could include another Berlin business 
in downtown events. He said the 
amount of alcohol in the drinks 
would be less than 15%, in line with 
what was already served.  

“I’m hearing beer wine and 
liquor,” Councilwoman Shaneka 
Nichols said. “I feel like I’m almost at 
the club.” 

Councilman Dean Burrell asked if 
the addition of liquor was really nec-
essary or if Nellans was doing it to in-
clude additional businesses in 
downtown events.  

“That’s the objective,” Nellans 
said. 

Green said he understood the con-
cerns about liquor and suggested ap-
proving just the first event for now 
and then reviewing how it went after 
the fact.  

“I think that’s a good move for-
ward,” Councilman Jack Orris said. 

Mayor Zack Tyndall asked if the 
public perception of Berlin would 
change if liquor was served at events.  

“My hope is it has zero impact,” 
Nellans said, adding that the cham-

Cocktails will be served 
by keg provided by town’s 
Forgotten 50 Distillery

By Charlene Sharpe 
Associate Editor

See COUNCIL Page 4

CHARLENE SHARPE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Berlin Council members Jack Orris and Dean Burrell are pictured during Monday’s meeting at town 
hall.
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Madeleine Sasha
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(302) 296-6909
202 Gumboro Rd, Selbyville, DE

Appointments Only Now
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ber took the concerns mentioned as 
seriously as the elected officials did.  

Ivy Wells, the town’s economic 
and community development direc-
tor, said that because the drinks were 
pre-mixed and would likely be served 
in a large container like a keg, the 
people serving it at the event would 
not be determining how much alco-
hol was included.  

Cindi Krempel, president of the 
chamber’s board of directors, said 
mixed drinks were already served in 
restaurants on Main Street. She 
noted that beer and wine these days 
also had higher alcoholic by volume 
(ABV). 

“Wines have between 12 and 15%,” 

she said. “I think this is a good oppor-
tunity for the chamber to make a little 
more money.” 

Representatives of Forgotten 50 
indicated the drinks could be made 
with an ABV of 10%.  Krempel added 
that chamber volunteers serving alco-
hol at events were trained in respon-
sible alcoholic beverage service.   

Wells made it clear the town didn’t 
market events in a way that encour-
aged overdrinking. 

“It’s not an event that’s going to be 
promoted as a drunk fest,” she said. 
“All of our events, they’re upscale 
events. Not trashy.” 

The council voted 4-1, with Burrell 
opposed, to approve liquor sales for 
the May jazz and blues event. 

Continued from Page 3

Council OKs liquor at May event

CHARLENE SHARPE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Mayor Zack Tyndall and Councilman Jay Knerr discuss the possibility of allowing mixed drinnks to 
be sold during chamber-sponsored events this year.

Berlin moves strategic plan 
process to third, final phase

(Feb. 29, 2024) The town will 
move forward with phase three of the 
strategic planning process following 
council approval this week.  

The Berlin Town Council voted 
unanimously on Monday to approve 
having Salisbury University’s BEA-
CON team move forward with the 
final phase of the town’s strategic 
plan. the decision 
came after BEA-
CON Director John 
Hickman presented 
the results of two 
community listen-
ing sessions. 

“This is great, 
thank you,” Coun-
cilman Jack Orris 
said. 

During the last 
three months, BEACON gathered a 
variety of input from Berlin residents 
and staff, according to Hickman. The 
group met with town staff in the fall 
and followed that up with two com-
munity listening sessions. There was 
good participation from residents 
and Hickman’s group put together 
findings of both to draft a vision and 
mission statement during a stake-
holders committee meeting at the 
end of January. Community values, 
such as heritage, culture, resiliency, 
inclusivity, well-being and vibrancy 
were agreed upon and an analysis of 
the town’s strengths, weaknesses, op-
portunities and threats was com-
pleted. While things like the town’s 
heritage and safety were listed among 
its strength, opportunities for im-
provement included diversified town 
events and more affordable housing. 
Threats identified included afford-
ability and overdevelopment.  

Councilman Dean Burrell said he 
felt his neighborhood had been devel-

oped enough.  
“If we’re going to look to multifam-

ily dwellings, we need to look some-
where other than my neighborhood,” 
he said. “We also talked about … af-
fordability. When it comes to afford-
ability, through the presentation I 
noticed affordability related to rent. 
Yes, I think that is an important as-
pect but we also need to look at af-
fordability related to single family 
dwellings.” 

Hickman said the stakeholder 
committee discussed driving strate-
gies as well as a tactical action plan. 
He said that if the council approved 

moving forward 
with phase three of 
the strategic plan-
ning process, the 
group would be 
meetings again to 
continue the discus-
sion of action steps 
for the town. Hick-
man said the coun-
cil would have a 
finalized plan to re-

view and vote on in April. 
“That’s something that can be in 

your rulings by the time next (fiscal) 
year starts July 1,” he said.  

Orris said that while he’d had a lot 
of questions for BEACON during the 
last presentation he’d been impressed 
by the listening sessions and stake-
holder committee meetings. A mo-
tion to move forward with phase 
three passed unanimously. 

As the council prepared to move 
on to the next item on the agenda, 
resident Gabe Purnell asked why of-
ficials weren’t soliciting feedback 
from those in the audience, as they 
did with other agenda items. 

“It seems like you went right by us,” 
Purnell said. “It don’t sound like you’re 
playing a fair game in here tonight.” 

Mayor Zack Tyndall said that was 
not the intention. He said comments 
hadn’t been requested because the 
item was a presentation. Tyndall 
apologized for the mistake. 

Approval granted to  
continue discussions with  
more community input
By Charlene Sharpe 
Associate Editor

See RESIDENT Page 5

‘We’ve got to come together  
or else we’re going to all  

perish together as Black folk. 
That’s it.’ 

Gabe Purnell
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Purnell went on to talk about a cit-
izen-led effort to address community 
concerns from his neighborhood. 

“We have a very serious issue 
going on,” he said. “Maybe some of 
you know it some of you don’t. We 
know it, the ones that live on the east 
side and hopefully our two represen-
tatives know it. What we need to do, 
I’d like to invite our two representa-
tives to work with the committee of 
citizens on the east side at some point 
so we can be on the same page.” 

He said he felt two different lan-
guages were being spoken based on 
what he’d heard the council say dur-
ing Monday’s meeting.  

“We’ve got to come together or else 
we’re going to all perish together as 
Black folk,” he said. “That’s it.” 

Purnell said he needed the help of 
the representatives from the east 
side, Councilwoman Shaneka Nichols 
and Councilman Dean Burrell. 
Nichols said this was the first she’d 
heard of a committee. Burrell said if 
they were advised when to attend 
they’d be present.  

“As a community we just can’t do 
nothing,” Burrell said. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

SCAM EDUCATION 
Ocean Pines Police Chief Tim Robinson recently gave a presentation on preventing scams to 
members of the United Women in Faith at Community Church at Ocean Pines. Pictured with 
Robinson are Linda Baker, organization president, and member Lin Bowen.

Resident speaks 
out on east side 
region concerns
Continued from Page 4

2017 & 2018

9715 BUCKINGHAM LANE  
BERLIN 

Realtor® SFR®

debbennington4@gmail.com 
410-208-3500 x308 Office • 410-603-8065  Cell

Let Me Find the Home of Your Dreams!
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3 BR 2BA ONE-LEVEL 
RANCHER STYLE HOME 

Make your dream a reality by purchasing now. Act quickly before these homes are gone. Call for your private showing today!

• Ocean Views from Primary Suite & Great Room 
• Bay Views from 2nd BR Suite  
• Lovingly cared for by original owner for 30+ years.  
• Spacious 2-level condo with multiple balconies.  
• Freshly painted in 2016. new front load washer & dryer in 2015, 
  refrigerator & dishwasher 2019. Hot water heater, furnace &  
  AC unit replaced in 2009.  
• Smoke detectors & Carbon Monoxide alarms recently replaced.  
• Never rented. Could be rented year-round or for summer rental  
  income.  
• Amenities include indoor pool, fully equipped gym, sundeck,  
  sauna, outside shower, rental office (should you choose to rent  
  your unit), high speed elevators & parking lot.  
• Condo fee includes cable, the amenities, on-site manager &  
  security.  
• JUST STEPS TO THE BEACH - FULLY FURNISHED!  

Call now for your private showing. 

9900 COASTAL HIGHWAY    
CENTURY I #1902 • OCEAN CITY

$592,000

DIRECT OCEAN FRONT  
2 BR 2 BA CONDOMINIUM

•  Walking distance to Berlin & located behind 
   Worcester Prep. Private School!  
•  Open floor plan perfect for entertaining family and friends.  
•  Wonderful chef designed kitchen with stainless  
   steel appliances & upgraded gas stove. 
•  Large Great room & bedrooms with plenty of closet space!  
•  Over-sized outdoor deck & large private  
   backyard for gardening or play areas. 
•  20’ x 28’ garage for parking and storage.  
•  With a little TLC this home will sparkle & become yours!  

Come see this home & hurry  
this is priced to sell quickly.  

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane Ocean Pines, MD

•  Avocet Model home with cathedral ceilings & 2 skylights  
•  Sunroom (owners using as formal dining room),  
•  Loft with full BR & BA, living room fireplace, 1st level hardwood 
   floors.  
•  Kitchen upgraded stainless appliances, cabinets & recessed  
   lighting.  
•  New electric stove.  
•  Master suite walk-in master closet with custom closet shelving.  
•  2nd floor large 3rd BR & full BA.  
•  Garage converted to living space with new pull-down privacy  
   screen door. Can be easily converted back to garage.  
•  New roof, skylights, gutter guards. New storm door to recently  
   installed patio. 
•  Newer refrigerator, washer/dryer & fireplace!  
•  Completely repainted in 2021! All furnishings are negotiable!  

This is a must-see home so act  
quickly, this will not last long! 

18 CARNEGIE PLACE  
THE PARKE 55+ COMMUNITY • OCEAN PINES

$379,000

2-LEVEL 3 BR 3 BA HOME 
ON CUL-DE-SAC 

$359,000
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Residents stress importance of academies 

(Feb. 29, 2024) Concerned parents 
and community members voiced 
public support last week for the 
Worcester County Board of Educa-
tion to maintain summer academy 
funding at area schools. 

During a Feb. 13 budget meeting, 
Coordinator of Instruction Tamara 
Mills addressed the program’s finan-

cial difficulties after COVID-19 relief 
money ran out. The move forced 
WCPS to request $377,700 from the 
county commissioners to fund the 
county’s northern schools’ off-season 
sessions. 

Lauren Falotico, a Showell Ele-
mentary School mother and Parent 
Teacher Association member, reiter-
ated the importance of the program 
and urged the board to fight to sup-
port it during a meeting on Feb. 20. 

“My youngest attended summer 
academy last summer, and it was truly 
a transformational experience for her,” 
she said. “Summer academy is vital for 

education. It creates well-adjusted stu-
dents for the upcoming school year. It 
provides a structured environment 
and prevents academic slides. With 
summer academy, students can con-
tinue their education, services, and so-
cial-emotional growth.” 

Ocean Pines resident Laura 
Scharle said WCPS special education 
staff confirmed that if Showell and 
other northern schools are unable to 
host the summer program, per the 
monetary challenges, students in the 
area that qualify for Extended School 
Year services will be bussed to grant-
funded academies. This would in-

clude Snow Hill Elementary. How-
ever, the concerned parent maintains 
that this is not enough. 

“Many students that qualify for 
ESY, including my son, thrive on rou-
tine and familiarity,” Scharle said. 
“Bussing these students to an unfa-
miliar school will be counterproduc-
tive and cause more stress than 
success, making their summer acad-
emy experience a waste of time.” 

Donna Pellinger reiterated the ne-
cessity of the summer program. 
Transporting northern students to 
the southern schools, she said, would 

Parents explain why  
summer programs key for 
northern county students 
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See BLUEPRINT Page 9

TARA FISCHER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Members of the Worcester County Board of Education are pictured at their meeting with administration staff. 
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at Jazz and Blues, Wine and Brews, 
Small Town Throw Down, Fiddlers 
Convention and Oktoberfest. He said 
rather than selling beer to the cham-
ber for it to sell and serve, as has been 
done in the past, Burrier said the 
brewery wanted to sell the beer on its 
own and manage its own sales.  

“What I think is being asked is go 
around the vendor approval process,” 
said Ryan Nellans, executive director 
of the chamber.  

Burrier said the request was being 
made because the chamber had run 
out of Burley Oak beer at recent events 
and that made the brewery look bad. 
He said attendees were upset when 
they purchased drink tickets from the 
chamber and weren’t able to redeem 
them for Burley Oak beer and instead 
had to buy a domestic. He said if the 

brewery sold beer at events on its own, 
it could provide as much as was de-
manded by the public.  

“So you’re circumventing the au-
thority of the chamber,” Councilman 
Dean Burrell said.  

Nichols said that’s what it sounded 
like to her.  

Burrier maintained that customers 
at events were getting mad at Burley 
Oak when, in fact, the chamber was 
the one purchasing a limited amount 
of beer from Burley.  

“I think you need to work with the 
chamber,” Councilman Jay Knerr 
said. 

Councilman Steve Green agreed 
and said he’d like to see a better rela-
tionship between Burley Oak and the 
chamber. He asked if the chamber was 
running out of Burley beer at every 
event. 

Burrier said the chamber was pur-
chasing less beer from Burley than it 
used to buy.  

Nellans said the chamber was at-
tempting to purchase some alcohol 
from a variety of vendors. He said in 
the past, Burley would sell beer at an 
event and send a bill to the chamber 
afterward. Now, the chamber is pur-
chasing from a variety of vendors. He 
said Burley Oak had gone from being 
the sole provider at events, taking 
home between $3,000 and $5,000, to 
being one of several providers, taking 
$500 to $1,000 in. He added that peo-
ple wanted choice at events, as not 
everyone wanted craft beer.  

“Burley Oak went from being an 
only child to a sibling,” he said. 

Officials suggested Burley Oak and 
the chamber work together to figure 
out a solution. Adam Davis of Berlin 

Beer Co. said he felt the decision to 
allow Burley Oak to sell at events 
should be all or none. He said if the 
opportunity was provided to Burley 
Oak it should be provided to everyone.  

“I feel we’re dealing with a slippery 
slope,” resident Gabe Purnell said. 
“Where is it going to stop?” 

Councilman Dean Burrell said Bur-
ley Oak’s request was immature.  

“I think it’d be inappropriate for 
this body to take any action on this re-
quest concerning a chamber event,” he 
said. 

Tyndall said the two parties should 
find an amenable solution. 

“If you two can’t work that out and 
this continues to be a year over year 
challenge we may have to explore the 
structure of future events,” he said. “I 
think you all can be adults.”
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Continued from Page 1

Wor Wic hosting 
scholarship info 
session March 5

(Feb. 29, 2024) The Maryland 
Community College Promise Scholar-
ship is providing eligible students 
with up to $5,000 to cover remaining 
tuition and mandatory fee expenses 
after applying for financial aid.  

Learn about the scholarship and 
how to qualify in a free information 
session at 6 p.m., March 5, in Guerri-
eri Hall at Wor-Wic Community Col-
lege on the corner of Route 50 and 
Walston Switch Road in Salisbury. 
Registration is required by Friday, 
March 1. 

There is no age limit, and full-
time, part-time, credit and non-credit 
students may qualify. Prospective 
students, as well as their parents or 
guardians, are welcome to attend as 
well to learn more about eligibility, 
requirements and the process of fill-
ing out the Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid, or FAFSA, forms. 

Visit the events section of 
worwic.edu for more information or 
to register by March 1.

Brewery asked to sell alcohol at four events

wwwwww..baysideoc.ccom



February 29, 2024 Bayside Gazette Page 9

disrupt children’s routines. The 
mother also mentioned that kids 
moving on to high school must have 
the opportunity to learn in their 
home base and acquaint themselves 
with the building and staff for the up-
coming year. 

“I urge you to continue to think 
about how we can make summer 
academy happen,” she said. 

Chief Academic Officer for grades 
Pre-K-8 Denise Shorts also gave an 
update on the Blueprint for Mary-
land’s Future, the initiative to in-
crease education funding by $3.8 
billion annually over the next ten 
years. The county is drafting its sec-
ond implementation plan. The first 
portion is due to the Maryland De-
partment of Education and the Blue-
print for Maryland’s Future 
Accountability and Implementation 
Board on March 15. It will address 
five questions concerning the blue-
print’s execution in Worcester 
County and will be released for public 
viewing after it is completed and ap-
proved. 

The five-pillar piece, which will 
use outcome data, is due May 1. The 
pillars, for example, look at the 
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment 
and Maryland Comprehensive As-
sessment Program results. 

Superintendent Lou Taylor also 
announced the 2024 Worcester 
County’s Teacher of the Year nomi-
nees. They are listed are as 
follows:Lisa Ballance, Pocomoke El-
ementary School; Caitlin Evans, 
Worcester Technical High School; 
Susan Gray, Buckingham Elementary 
School; Zachary Johnson, Cedar 
Chapel Special School; Andrea Komi-
nos, Showell Elementary School; 
Jason Konyar, Snow Hill High 
School; Amanda Krantz, Pocomoke 
High School; Lisa Kristick, Ocean 
City Elementary School; Carrie 
Moore, Snow Hill Middle School; 
Amy Jo Mulinos, Snow Hill Elemen-
tary School; Jenna Paul, Berlin Inter-
mediate School; Gabrielle 
Remington, Stephen Decatur Middle 
School; Kim Snyder, Pocomoke Mid-
dle School; and Marie Stevenson, 
Stephen Decatur High School.

Continued from Page 6

Blueprint plan also discussed 

County school board votes 
6-1 for $136M budget plan

(Feb. 29, 2024) Raises for teachers 
highlight a $136 million proposed 
budget approved by the Worcester 
County Board of Education last week. 

The school board voted 5-1 last 
week to approve a proposed fiscal 
year 2025 budget that includes a step 
increase and a 6% cost-of-living ad-
justment for teachers. The budget in-
cludes a 6.5% COLA for support staff 
as well as a pay increase for bus driv-
ers.  

“Our parents come to the board 
and share requests for what they 
think is important for the board’s 
budget,” Chief Financial Officer Vince 
Tolbert said. “This past year it was 
stated over and over again by every 
parent that came to the table where 
their priorities were. They were to re-
cruit, hire, retain high quality teach-
ers and staff, to maintain small class 
sizes and to restore FY24 cuts… Our 
budget addresses those three priori-
ties shared with the board by our par-
ents and our community.”  

Tolbert told the school board the 
proposed budget was $136 million, 
with about 80%, or $109,632,071, in 
county appropriations. He said about 
$26 million was expected in state aid.  

The fiscal year 2025 budget in-
cludes a step increase and 6% COLA 

for certificated staff and a 6.5% COLA 
for support staff. The 6% COLA has 
been discussed by the school system 
in recent weeks as the best way for 
Worcester County Public Schools to 
work toward the $60,000 starting 
teacher salary that will be mandated 
by the state in fiscal year 2027. 

Salary increases are expected to 
cost $5.9 million in the coming year. 
Health insurance increases are ex-
pected to exceed $1.8 million. Tolbert 
noted that health insurance rates 
wouldn’t be finalized until March.   

School board member Katie Addis 
asked about the possibility of zero-
based budgeting, something she 
thought might help the school system 
reevaluate what was important.  

Tolbert said that more than 86% of 
the school system’s budget was spent 
on staff. He added that the school 
system also had to increase salaries to 
meet the Blueprint for Maryland’s 
Future mandate to get starting 
teacher pay from around $50,000, 
where it is now, to $60,000. 

“I hear what you’re saying Katie, I 
do, but to get where we need to be 
without additional funding we’re 
going to have to reduce positions,” 
Tolbert said. “That’s just the God’s 
honest truth.” 

Addis also asked about other post-
employment benefits (OPEB). Tol-
bert said the school system’s OPEB 
account was about 20% funded. He 
said there was not a certain funding 
level requirement. School board 

Employees would receive 
one step increase, 6% 
cost-of-living adjustment
By Charlene Sharpe 
Associate Editor
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member Jon Andes said OPEB 
changes implemented by the Govern-
mental Accounting Standards Board 
in 2005 required municipal govern-
ments set aside money for OPEB.  

“So the taxpayers of Worcester 
County are putting money in a fund 
that only benefits the fund manager…
,” Andes said. “Worcester County 
cannot touch that money unless there 
is a catastrophe. I don’t think 
Worcester County will ever go bank-
rupt or financially insolvent.” 

He said there was no certain level 
that OPEB needed to be funded. 

“What do we get from it? We get 
nothing from it,” he said. “The only 
time it will ever be legally tapped into 
is if Worcester County becomes insol-
vent which I don’t see happening.”  

Tolbert said Andes was correct but 
added that the funding could be used 
to pay for current retiree benefits. 

Addis asked if there had been dis-
cussion during the budget process 
about ways to save money.  

“Sure we always look at how we 
can save money,” Tolbert said. “One 
of the things we looked at was scaling 
back our summer programs.” 

Annette Wallace, chief safety and 
academic officer for grades 9-12, said 
there was no place to make cuts sig-
nificant enough to make an impact. 

She said the school system had been 
criticized for what it spent on car 
washes. She said that was about 
$3,000 a year.  

“It’s just not going to make a sig-
nificant impact,” she said. “Let alone 
the discussion we’re below the 
threshold of other county organiza-
tions in expenses 
like that.” 

She said there 
had been discus-
sions about cut-
ting staff but that 
the superintend-
ent had opted not 
to because par-
ents and commu-
nity members 
valued small class 
sizes.  

School board 
member Bill Buchanan said school 
officials knew what they needed for 
their facilities to run effectively.  

“We have to trust the administra-
tive and the financial departments to 
make the decisions,” he said. “We 
can’t go line by line like some county 
governments do. I don’t feel like I 
have the expertise to do that.” 

Addis said she felt the school sys-
tem leadership was capable but still 
believed the board should do more. 

“I am saying that we as the elected 

board are the checks and balances 
and yes we should be going and hav-
ing a more comprehensive budget 
and not striking things, but having a 
conversation about it…,” she said. 
“While we can trust the executive 
team, it is not our job to trust. Other-
wise there’s no reason for us to be 

here other than to 
rubberstamp a 
budget because 
we trusted them.” 

Wallace said 
the board had 
held multiple 
budget work ses-
sions.  

Addis said the 
board didn’t have 
a comprehensive 
budget at that 
point. The board 

went on to vote 5-1, with Addis op-
posed, to approve the budget. The pro-
posed budget is scheduled to be 
discussed with county officials in April. 

Weston Young, the county’s chief 
administrative officer, said in an in-
terview this week that county staff 
would be reviewing the school sys-
tem’s proposed spending plan prior 
to that meeting.  He said he had met 
with the school system’s executive 
team regarding their budget format 
about a month ago. According to 

Young, while there were improve-
ments in how they displayed certain 
operating expenses from last year, 
details about revenues, positions, 
fixed charges, and restricted grant ex-
penditures were missing or needed 
additional clarification.  

“We understand they have the dif-
ficult challenge of reallocating exist-
ing resources to implement the 
Blueprint’s requirements, however 
we’re optimistic we will receive a 
comprehensive budget this year,” he 
said. 

Young also addressed the rele-
vance of OPEB and why the school 
system’s OPEB funding liability mat-
tered.  

“The funding of the OPEB trust for 
board of education employees not 
only guarantees their benefits in re-
tirement, but it also impacts our 
credit rating and the interest rate we 
pay when we borrow for projects like 
school construction,” he said. “The 
board’s budget has not fully covered 
the cost of current retirees, let alone 
additional funding to grow an invest-
ment trust. The county has picked up 
the slack and will continue to do so to 
honor the entitled benefits of retirees. 
Until this trust is fully funded it will 
negatively impact our credit rating. 
When fully funded it will pay for the 
annual contribution for retirees.”
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School board officials discuss fiscal data
Continued from Page 9

‘So the taxpayers of Worcester 
County are putting money in  

a fund that only benefits  
the fund manager…’ 

School board member 
Jon Andes 
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(Feb. 29, 2024) State officials said 
last week that the implementation of 
the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future 
would require difficult decisions at 
the local level as officials will have to 
prioritize how they want to spend ed-
ucation funding.  

In a virtual meeting on Feb. 20, 
the state’s Accountability and Imple-
mentation Board (AIB) met with the 
Worcester County Commissioners 
and the Worcester County Board of 
Education to discuss implementation 
of the Blueprint, the state’s compre-
hensive education reform plan. The 
Blueprint will require local school 
systems to increase teacher salaries 
and expand dual enrollment offer-
ings, among a variety of other 
changes meant to improve education 
in Maryland.  

“It’s not going to be business as 
usual,” AIB Chairman Ike Leggett 
said. “You’re not going to be able to 
fund all the things people have 
wanted in the past.” 

Leggett told Worcester County of-
ficials that with Maryland students 
ranking 40th and 43rd nationwide in 
reading and math, state leaders felt 
the need to spent years developing a 
plan to overhaul the state’s education 
system. AIB Vice Chairman Dr. Britt 
Kirwan, who led that effort, said a 
massive change was needed. 

“We’re going to have our chal-
lenges,” he said.   

Rachel Hise, AIB’s executive direc-
tor, outlined the pillars of the Blue-
print and how it was to be funded. 
While the county allocated $100 mil-
lion in Maintenance of Effort (MOE) 
funding for education last year, the 
new local share for the Blueprint is 
only $73 million. Under the Blue-
print, local jurisdictions must fund 
the local share or MOE, whichever 
amount is greater. 

Hise stressed that some of what 

school systems funded now was not 
included in the Blueprint. 

“There are things not in the Blue-
print that communities may value,” 
she said. 

Commissioner Chip Bertino asked 
if those figures indicated that $73 
million should be sufficient to cover 
the needs of the Blueprint. She said 
that figure didn’t include transporta-
tion or things like band or athletics.  

Bertino asked how county govern-
ment would know if the board of ed-
ucation was meeting Blueprint 
mandates and whether there was a 
transparent way to know they were 
being met from a financial stand-
point.  

“You don’t have that now?” 
Leggett asked. 

Bertino said the county didn’t have 
the level of detail that would effec-
tively help officials understand what 
was going on.  

“Other county governments are 
experiencing the same opportunities 
for improvement we are,” Bertino 
said.  

Leggett said it was the AIB’s expec-
tation that everything associated with 
the Blueprint was transparent.  

“We’re talking here about tax dol-
lars the public’s paying for,” he said. 

Bertino asked about zero-based 
budgeting, the process of starting a 
budget from zero rather than with the 
budget figure from the previous year. 
Leggett said the way he did it, a 
budget would start from ground zero 
and he would determine the most im-
portant priorities and allocate fund-
ing to them. If there isn’t enough 
funding for everything on the list, the 
decision has to be made to add more 
resources or to eliminate something 
on the list. Leggett said he found zero 
based budgeting helpful but that 
budgeting decisions would have to be 
made at the local level.  

Kirwan said local school systems 
could get assistance from the state 
during Blueprint implementation 
through consultants AIB would be 
providing. 

“These are individuals who can 
bring strategic thinking to make the 

kind of adjustments you’re talking 
about,” he said. 

According to Leggett, trans-
parency and collaboration will be 
needed through the process.  

“You should have access to and the 
ability to look at everything utilizing 
taxpayer dollars,” he said. “That 
transparency is a must.” 

He acknowledged that putting the 
Blueprint initiatives in place would 
require big changes from school sys-
tems but that drastic change was 
needed to improve education 
statewide.  

“The Blueprint will not do every-
thing people may want to do at the 
local level,” he said. “There will be 
some difficult decisions.” 

School board member Jon Andes, 
the county’s former superintendent, 
said Worcester County was consid-

ered a wealthy jurisdiction by the 
state and as a result didn’t receive 
sufficient funding. He said the county 
was set to receive $1.4 million—about 
$200 a pupil—to implement the 
Blueprint. 

“We need more state funding to 
get the job done,” he said, adding that 
things like the salary increase the 
Blueprint demanded for teachers 
with National Board Certification 
cost more than the state was provid-
ing. “We need to make a cut some-
where else to pay that. In order to 
implement the Blueprint with fi-
delity, we’re going to need more state 
dollars.” 

Andes maintained that Worcester 
County already supported many of 
the Blueprint values and was the top 
performing school system in the 
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State warns education challenges looming 
Chairman: ‘You’re not going 
to be able to fund all the 
things” officials want 
By Charlene Sharpe 
Associate Editor

See BLUEPRINT Page 12
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state. He pointed out that the low-
ranking stats Leggett shared at the 
beginning of the meeting were from 
the National Assessment of Educa-
tion Progress, an assessment that 
isn’t based on results from individual 
students or schools.  

“It’s a barometer not a census 
test,” he said. 

Hise said that in counties where 
the local share was less than MOE, 
there would be funding challenges 
because the money was already being 
spent on certain things.  

“It is a challenge to rethink how 
you’re using your resources,” she 
said, adding that the goal would be to 
have local officials agree on a set of 
priorities. “We are going to be provid-
ing targeted technical assistance to 
do that deeper dive. We really would 
encourage Worcester County to par-
ticipate.” 

Todd Ferrante, president of the 
school board, asked if the timeline for 
Blueprint implementation could be 
delayed. 

“That’d be a question we’d have to 
take up with the General Assembly,” 
Leggett said. 

At a board of education meeting 
later Tuesday afternoon, Worcester 
County Public Schools (WCPS) offi-
cials said the support services the AIB 
referenced during the virtual meeting 
were not yet available.  

“This is something brand new 
that’s getting ready to be offered,” 
said Annette Wallace, the school sys-
tem’s chief safety and academic offi-
cer for grades 9-12. Other officials 
said the school system wouldn’t be 
able to apply for the assistance until 
July 1.  

“Certainly, I’m going to reach out 
to that consultant,” Chief Financial 
Officer Vince Tolbert said.  

Wallace also brought up the com-
ments made about transparency. She 
said one of the entire pillars of the 
Blueprint was accountability and 
transparency.  

“That seemed to be left out today 
when the question was asked very 
clearly,” she said. “I did want to make 
that clear to the board and public. I’m 
not sure why that was left out when 
the question was asked.” 

She added that there was already 
accountability within WCPS. 

“When we talk about accountabil-
ity, Worcester County Public Schools 
now, thanks to the board’s leadership 
and foresight, every expenditure that 
you all approve every single month is 
on our website,” she said. “To make 
any suggestion about a lack of trans-
parency or accountability, if I go to 
the bathroom and it costs me 25 cents 
to go to the bathroom, like in Europe 
when you have to pay a quarter to go 
in, you’d see it. It would be a 25-cent 
expense and it would say restroom. 
Everything is there everything is ac-
counted for everything is very trans-
parent.” 

School board member Katie Addis 
brought up Leggett’s comments 
about zero-based budgeting and 
asked if that was something the 
school system could explore. Tolbert 
indicated it would be difficult for a 
school system to do. 

“For some companies it does make 
sense,” he said. “I don’t think it 
makes as much sense for a school sys-
tem.” 

Addis said maybe it was something 
the school system could do every five 
or 10 years.  

“The fact you’d be doing that type 
of process would be beneficial to the 
financial department as well as the 
taxpayers that see things are being 
looked at,” she said.

Continued from Page 11

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
performs first ‘ashes to go’

(Feb. 29, 2024) On Feb. 14, mem-
bers of St. Paul’s Episcopal Berlin cel-
ebrated Ash Wednesday and the start 
of Lent in the Christian tradition with 
an “ashes to go” event. 

According to a release from Cheryl 
Middleton, the church’s communica-
tions liaison, Rev. Carl Mosley and 
Rev. Suz Southern set up outside of 
The Church Mouse at 101 N. Main 
Street in Berlin and administered 
ashes to passers-by in accordance 
with traditional Ash Wednesday rites.  

Despite the cold temperatures, the 
release said many local people and 
out-of-towners visiting Berlin 

stopped to receive ashes on their 
foreheads and participate in the tra-
dition marking the start of the Lenten 
season, which lasts 40 days (exclud-
ing Sundays) and concludes on 
Easter Sunday.  

Southern followed custom and 
made the ashes by burning palm 
leaves left over from last year’s Palm 
Sunday celebration.  

Anyone interested in attending 
Lenten or Holy Week services at St. 
Paul’s Berlin can check the website, 
stpaulsberlin.org, for details about all 
upcoming services and events The 
church is also on Facebook and Insta-
gram.  

Regular Sunday services are typi-
cally held at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Berlin is at 3 Church 
Street in Berlin.

Blueprint carries major impact

Ministry work offered on 
Main Street for shoppers, 
Berlin residents Ash Wed. 

(Above) Rev. Carl 
Mosley from St. 
Paul’s Episcopal 

Berlin places ashes 
on the forehead of 
an attendee of the 
church’s “ashes to 
go” event on Feb. 
14 outside of The 
Church Mouse in 

Berlin. 
(Right) Rev. Suz 
Southern places 

ashes on another 
attendee of the 

event  
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(Feb. 23, 2024) A Berlin daycare 
worker is facing assault and child 
abuse charges after an 8-month-old 
baby was brought to the hospital with 
a broken leg.  

While the investigation is ongoing 
and more charges are likely, on Feb. 
20, Berlin resident Heather Lynn 
Ward, 39, was 
charged with 14 
counts of second-de-
gree assault and one 
felony count of sec-
ond-degree child 
abuse. The charges 
stem from Ward’s 
time in an infant 
classroom at Berlin 
Activities Depot/Education Station.  

According to charging documents, 
police launched an investigation in 
November regarding an 8-month-old 
female who’d been diagnosed with a 
broken tibia at Atlantic General Hos-
pital. The child’s mother told investi-
gators she’d been fine prior to 
attending daycare at Berlin Activities 
Depot/Education Station Nov. 1. In-
vestigators visited the childcare facil-
ity and met with its director as well as 
the child’s teachers in the “Baby 
Buzzing Bees” classroom, which ac-
cording to the Berlin Activities Depot 
website is for children between 21 
and 40 weeks old. Staff told investi-
gators they were unaware of an inci-
dent when the child was injured, 
according to court documents.  

It was at that point, however, that 
investigators requested video surveil-

lance for any classroom the child had 
been in on Nov. 1. The video showed 
several interactions noted in court 
documents, including several in-
stances when Ward hit the child. Ac-
cording to charging documents, at 
9:47 a.m., “Ward hit (the child) with 
her left hand twice and then used her 
right hand and struck (the child) five 
times….” 

According to court documents 
there were interactions with other 
children on the video that were con-
cerning. When investigators met with 
administration at Berlin Activities 
Depot, they asked that Ward be re-
moved from the classroom until the 
investigation was complete. 

“Ward was placed on leave and 
eventually terminated,” charging 
documents read.  

On Nov. 14, a doctor determined 
the child’s injury was an 
“impact/compression injury” re-
ferred to as a buckle fracture. 

“He stated a significant amount of 
force was applied to her heel to cause 
the injury,” charging documents 
read. 

When police met with Ward and 
showed her the video in December, 
“Ward said she never intended to 
hurt any of the children,” according 
to charging documents, and she did 
not cause the fracture to the baby’s 
leg.  

“Ward stated from what she saw in 
the videos that I showed her, she did-
n’t believe she broke the ‘kids’ leg,” 
charging documents read. “She was 
told by the staff at the Education Sta-
tion that it didn’t look like she broke 
her leg.” 

At that point parents of other chil-
dren in Ward’s classroom on Nov. 1 
were shown video of their children’s 
interactions with Ward, and in mid-
January, police obtained video for the 
Bees classroom during Oct. 1 to Nov. 
13. The charging documents go on to 
identify numerous interactions be-
tween Ward and the victim. An inci-
dent on Oct. 23 allegedly occurred 
when Ward was standing next to the 
victim’s crib. 

“(The child) moved in her crib. 
Ward immediately turned and 
pushed down on (the child’s) body 
twice. 12:05:25— (The child) moved 
again, Ward pushed down on (the 
child’s) body and then slapped her 
twice. Ward repositioned (the child) 
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Berlin day care worker faces 
assault, child abuse charges 
Heather Lynn Ward remains 
in jail without bond, more 
legal filings could follow
By Charlene Sharpe 
Associate Editor

Heather Ward
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so her head was at the opposite end 
of the crib. 12:08:16—Ward punched 
(the child) on the head area two times 
and slapped her,” according to charg-
ing documents.  

Berlin Activities Depot owner/op-
erator Carmella Solito issued a state-
men Thursday night, saying, “We are 
deeply disturbed and horrified by the 
circumstances involving the recent 
arrest of a former employee. The ac-
cusations profoundly conflict with 
our core values and longstanding 
commitment to providing a safe and 
nurturing environment for all chil-
dren in our care. We have zero toler-
ance for any abuse or mistreatment of 
children. Their safety and well-being 
are our absolute top priority.” 

According to Solito, unlike alleged 
in the charging documents, Ward was 
immediately discharged once the al-
legations were learned. Solito said, 
“Upon learning of the allegations, the 
employee was immediately removed 
from the center and terminated. 
Since then, we have been providing 
law enforcement with all necessary 
information and support to ensure a 
thorough and complete investigation. 
… I want everyone to know we are de-

voting our full attention to this mat-
ter and are committed to demonstrat-
ing through our actions the 
unwavering commitment to child 
safety that has always been at the 
core of Berlin Activities Depot.” 

Solito said measures have been 
implemented at the center while con-
tinuing to cooperate with law en-
forcement’s investigation. An effort 
to “supplement the cameras we have 
in place” is underway. She said, “we 
are installing additional password-
protected cameras throughout the fa-
cility, allowing parents to remotely 
view their children and our caregiv-
ing practices in real-time. This addi-
tional layer of transparency aims to 
further demonstrate our unwavering 
commitment to providing a safe and 
nurturing environment.” 

As of Thursday, Ward was being 
held without bond following a bail re-
view in Worcester County District 
Court Thursday morning. A prelimi-
nary hearing is scheduled for March 
19 in District Court. 

William Hall, an attorney in Salis-
bury, said he’d been retained by the 
family of one of the victims from 
Berlin Education Station. Charges 

have not yet been filed related to his 
client’s child but are expected, ac-
cording to Hall.  

“We’re looking for any witnesses 

or anyone that can help to come for-
ward,” he said. “It’s a serious matter. 
The allegations are very disturbing 
but there is video of these assaults.” 

February 29, 2024 Bayside Gazette Page 15

BETHANY HOOPER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The Berlin Activities Depot/Education Station is pictured

Baby brought to hospital with broken leg
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Critical need for county foster care families
(Feb. 29, 2024) Six homes. 
That, according to Department of 

Social Services Director Roberta 
Baldwin, is the total number of active 
foster care facilities in all of Worces-
ter County.  

It’s also the biggest challenge the 
department faces as it seeks tempo-
rary placement for the 30 children 
who are currently in the local foster 
care system. 

“It’s a national issue,” she said re-
cently. “We struggled before the pan-
demic, but certainly the pandemic 
has impacted, and continues to im-
pact, our ability to recruit and main-
tain a large pool of homes.” 

While the goal of foster care is to 
place foster children in a permanent 
living arrangement, either with fam-
ily members or adoptive parents, 
Baldwin said there is a great need for 
foster parents who can provide short-
term care and support. She noted 

that more than half of children in 
Worcester County’s foster care sys-
tem are currently living in other 
counties, away from their communi-
ties and the people they know.  

“When children have to be sepa-
rated from their families, there’s 
trauma that’s associated with that,” 
she explained. “So if we can keep chil-
dren in their communities and in 
their neighborhoods, connected with 
teachers or other important figures in 
their lives, it helps to reduce that 

trauma and create some normalcy for 
that child. And it helps them live a 
much healthier life.” 

Baldwin said the foster care sys-
tem is a temporary separation of chil-
dren who are at risk of being hurt or 
maltreated in their homes. She said 
children who enter the system are 
often victims of abuse and neglect.  

“In our county, we have a high in-
cident rate of neglect,” she said.  

Tess Waller, resource coordinator 
for the local foster care system, said 

By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor

 
TOWN OF BERLIN 

 
 

REQUEST FOR   
PROPOSALS 

RFP # 2024 – 03 
Audit Services for Existing   

Information Technology Contract 
and System 

 
 

Due Date: Friday, March 15, 2024 
Time: 3:00 P.M. EST 

 
The Town of Berlin is seeking Pro-

posals for Audit Services for the 
Town’s existing Information Tech-
nology Contract and System. Quali-
fied firms are encouraged to visit the 
Town of Berlin website at 
berlinmd.gov/government/request-
for-proposals/ or contact Town Ad-
ministrator Mary Bohlen at  
410-641-4314 / 
mbohlen@berlinmd.gov for official 
RFP.   

Sealed proposals will be accepted 
until 3:00 PM on Friday, March 15, 
2024. EEO. 

OCD-2/22/2t _________________________________ 
 

 
TOWN OF BERLIN 

 
 

REQUEST FOR   
QUALIFICATIONS 

# 2024 – 01 
Facilities Design and Build   

Services 
 

 

Due Date: Friday, March 29, 2024   
Time: 3:00 P.M. EST 

 
The Town of Berlin is seeking 

RFQs for Design and Build Services 
for three (3) facilities owned and op-
erated by the Town: 1) Partial Reno-
vation of Town Hall; and 2) Complete 
Build of a new Public Works Facility; 

and 3) Complete Build of a new 
Community Center. Qualified firms 
are encouraged to visit the Town of 
Berlin website at berlinmd.gov/gov-
ernment/request-for-proposals/for 
the official RFQ or contact Town Ad-
ministrator Mary Bohlen at 410-
641-4314 / mbohlen@berlinmd.gov 
for the official RFQ. 

Sealed submissions will be ac-
cepted until 3:00 PM on Friday, 
March 29, 2024. EEO. 

OCD-2/22/2t _________________________________ 
 

 
TOWN OF BERLIN, MARYLAND   

NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-01 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 

BERLIN INFRASTRUCTURE 
BONDS, 2024 SERIES A 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE 

COUNCIL OF MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL OF BERLIN (THE 
“TOWN”) PROVIDING FOR THE 
ISSUANCE AND SALE TO THE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
ADMINISTRATION OF GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS IN AN AG-
GREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
NOT EXCEEDING $3,800,000.00 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVID-
ING ALL OR A PORTION OF THE 
FUNDS NECESSARY FOR (I) FI-
NANCING, REIMBURSING 
AND/OR REFINANCING COSTS 
OF THE PROJECTS GENERALLY 
REFERRED TO AS (A) ELECTRIC 
AMI METER SYSTEM AND (B) 
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING, (II) 
FUNDING A PORTION OF A CAP-
ITAL RESERVE FUND AND/OR 
OTHER RESERVES, AND/OR (III) 
PAYING OR REIMBURSING IS-
SUANCE AND OTHER COSTS RE-
LATED TO THE BONDS, 
SUBJECT TO THE FURTHER 
PROVISIONS OF SUCH ORDI-
NANCE. 

The public hearing on the Ordi-
nance will be held at 7:00 PM on 
Monday, March 11, 2024. The Ordi-
nance will be introduced at the 
Mayor and Council’s regular meet-
ing on Monday, February 26, 2024 

and may be considered for passage 
at the March 11, 2024 regular meet-
ing.  The public  hearing and both 
meetings will be held at Berlin Town 
Hall, 10 William Street, 2nd Floor, 
Berlin, MD 21811, beginning at 7:00 
PM. 

The hearing is open to the public 
and public testimony is encouraged.  
Written comments may be submit-
ted by no later than 12:00 PM (noon) 
on Monday, March 11, 2024 as de-
scribed at https://berlinmd.gov/gov-
ernment/council-meetings. 

The Ordinance is available for re-
view at Berlin Town Hall during reg-
ular business hours, Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
or on the Town website at 
www.berlinmd.gov. 

Persons with questions regarding 
this matter may call 410-641-2770. 

OCD-2/22/2t _________________________________ 
 

 
TOWN OF BERLIN, MARYLAND 

NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-01 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 

BERLIN INFRASTRUCTURE 
BONDS, 2024 SERIES A 

 
Notice is hereby given that the 

Council (the “Council”) of Mayor and 
Council of Berlin (the “Town”), will 
hold a public hearing to consider an 
Ordinance authorizing the issuance 
and sale to the Community Develop-
ment Administration of general obli-
gation bonds in one or more series in 
an aggregate principal amount not 
to exceed $3,800,000 (the “Bonds”) to 
be issued under the State of Mary-
land’s Local Government Infrastruc-
ture Financing Program, pursuant 
to the authority of Sections 4-101 
through 4-255 of the Housing and 
Community Development Article of 
the Annotated Code of Maryland, as 
amended (the “Act”).  The purpose of 
the Bonds is to provide all or a por-
tion of the funds necessary to (i) fi-
nance, reimburse and/or refinance 
all or a portion of the costs of two 
separate projects generally referred 

to by the Town as the Electric AMI
Meter System and the Public Works
Building (which building may be oc-
cupied by other Town departments
as well), (ii) fund reserves, and/or (iii)
pay or reimburse costs of issuance
and other related costs of the Bonds,
subject to the further provisions of
such Ordinance.   

PLACE OF MEETING: Council
Chambers (2nd Floor), Town Hall, 10
William Street, Berlin, Maryland
21811 

TIME: 7:00 p.m. 
DATE:  Monday, March 11, 2024 
All interested parties are encour-

aged to attend the public hearing or
to submit written comments as de-
scribed below. 

WRITTEN PUBLIC COM-
MENTS MAY BE SUBMITTED
UNTIL 12 PM/NOON on Monday,
March 11, 2024 as follows:  (i) email
to info@berlinmd.gov and use Meet-
ing Comments as the email subject
line, (ii) fax to 410-641-2316, (iii)
drop off in either drop box at Town
Hall—one is at the rear of the build-
ing behind the stair tower and the
other is at the corner of Bay and
William Streets on the building, or
(iv) mail to Berlin Town Hall, Attn:
Meeting Comments, 10 William
Street, Berlin, MD  21811.   The
Town is not responsible for delays or
delivery failures on the part of USPS
or by any other delivery method. 

The full text of the Ordinance is
available for review at Berlin Town
Hall during regular business hours,
Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to
4:00 PM or on the Town website at
www.berlinmd.gov. 

 This public hearing is required by
the Act.  The Ordinance may be
passed (i) as introduced or (ii) as
amended, either at the Council
meeting held on the same day as and
following the public hearing or at a
subsequent Council meeting. 

Pursuant to the Act, (i) the Ordi-
nance will become effective upon its
passage by the Council and its ap-
proval by the Mayor, and (ii) the
qualified voters of the Town will
have the right to petition the Ordi-
nance to referendum within 20 days
after its passage by the Council
(such time period to be calculated in
accordance with Maryland law).   

Persons with questions concern-
ing this matter may call 410-641-
2770. OCD-2/29/2t_________________________________

Town of Berlin Public Notices



anyone – whether they are single, 
married, or an empty-nester – can be 
a foster parent, so long as they can 
complete the necessary training pro-
gram and background check and pro-
vide a safe home environment. But 
most importantly, Waller said, is that 
they must love children and provide 
emotional support and stability.  

“These children aren’t asking for 
much,” she said. “They just want to 
be part of a family.” 

Alison Tinker, a Worcester County 
foster parent, said that is exactly why 
she joined the foster care system 
more than 20 years ago. Since that 
time, her family has housed countless 
foster children and adopted five.  

“There’s always more love to go 
around …,” she said. “Children can 
never have too many people to love 
them.” 

Tinker said she sees the need for 
additional foster families within the 
community. She added that while 
there may be challenges, being a fos-
ter parent is a rewarding experience. 

“It’s worth getting into, even if you 
don’t want to be a full-time foster 
parent,” she said. “Being a respite 
provider is just as important. Who 
knows, you may fall in love with them 
and want to keep them. We did that 
five times ourselves.” 

Waller said she will work with 
prospective foster parents to deter-
mine their goals and intentions, 
whether it be short-term respite care, 
long-term care or adoption. She said 
families can also specify age ranges 
and decline any potential place-
ments.  

“Not every child will fit in their 
home, and it’s OK to say no,” she said. 
“And we understand that because the 
children are a priority, and we want 
to make sure that they’re safe and 
happy.” 

Baldwin added that the depart-
ment will also offer assistance to fos-
ter care families, no matter the time 
or day. 

“We really are here to help and 
that’s a big point that we need to get 
across,” she said. “If you are kind 
enough to open your heart and home 
and take a child in, you’re not doing 
it alone, that the department is here 
to support you, for whatever the need 
may be, whether it’s getting a youth 
to and from medical appointments or 
talking through a situation that a fos-
ter parent may be having.” 

Officials said there are some mis-
conceptions about the foster care sys-
tem. Baldwin said that could be one 
reason Worcester County is experi-
encing a lack of foster homes.  

“Some of it may be that in our 
county there’s this perception that 
children aren’t experiencing the is-
sues that would warrant them to be 
separated from their families, so 
there isn’t a need. But there is …,” she 
said. “We do have issues where fami-
lies are experiencing behavioral 

health or substance use disorders 
that prevent them from being the 
best parent that they need to be. 
Those types of things are happening, 
and it’s those types of situations that 
are probably most prevalent for the 
majority of the reasons as to why chil-
dren are coming 
into foster care.” 

Baldwin added 
that the COVID 
pandemic also 
played a signifi-
cant role in the 
number of fami-
lies needing the 
foster care sys-
tem.  

“I do think that 
the pandemic has 
created more is-
sues within fami-
lies that they’re 
struggling to deal 
with,” she ex-
plained. “So it’s 
creating a greater 
need for this tem-
porary separa-
tion, which means we need a larger 
pool of families to join our team, to 
support the efforts to help us work 
with both the child and the family 
that is challenged with some of these 
problems.” 

As of Feb. 16, there were 3,804 
children and older youth in Mary-
land’s foster care system, according 
to the Maryland Department of 
Human Services. And while the num-
ber of children entering foster care 
has declined by 30% in the last 

decade, Brian 
S c h l e t e r , 
spokesman for 
the state depart-
ment, said offi-
cials continue to 
seek partners 
when temporary 
placement is nec-
essary.  

“ W h e n e v e r 
possible, we want 
to make sure chil-
dren and youth 
can safely remain 
with loved ones, 
reduce unneces-
sary removals 
and prevent chil-
dren from coming 
into foster care in 
the first place …,” 

he said. “When children cannot safely 
remain at home and must enter foster 
care, we work diligently to place them 
in family foster homes, including kin-
ship care, whenever possible.” 

To date, there are 1,309 licensed 

family foster homes in Maryland, 
along with 821 formal kinship 
providers, according to the Maryland 
Department of Human Services.  

“In Maryland, we continuously 
seek to partner with people who 
choose to step forward to serve as fos-
ter parents,” Schleter said. “At the 
same time, we are actively shifting to-
ward a kin-first culture that consis-
tently promotes immediate kinship 
placements, helps children in foster 
care maintain connections with rela-
tives, and tailors services and sup-
ports for kinship families. Providing 
stable and loving homes can make an 
immense difference in the lives of 
these children, offering them the sup-
port and nurturing environment they 
need to thrive.” 

Officials say the Worcester County 
Department of Social Services is 
seeking families to care for children 
as young as four months to teens as 
old as 17. Waller said those interested 
in becoming a foster parent can call 
her at 410-422-9731. For additional 
information, contact the Worcester 
County Department of Social Services 
at 410-677-6849. 

“We really want to support the 
youth in our community and provide 
what is best for them,” Baldwin said. 
“And being in a family is what’s best 
for children.”
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Keeping children local helps reduce trauma 

‘When children have to be 
separated from their families, 

there’s trauma that’s associated 
with that. So if we can keep 

children in their communities and 
in their neighborhoods, connected 
with teachers or other important 
figures in their lives, it helps to 
reduce that trauma and create 

some normalcy for that child. And 
it helps them live a much 

healthier life.’ 
Department of Social Services 

Director Roberta Baldwin
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Md. filmmakers produce 46 
entries for annual OC festival

(March 1, 2024) Of the 105 inde-
pendent films showing at the 2024 
Ocean City Film Festival next week, 
46 were made in Maryland by Mary-
land directors.  

The films will show during the 
eighth installment of the festival, set 
March 7-10, in Ocean City. 

“I’m very excited and pleased that 
over 40 films screening at this year’s 
OC Film Fest are from Maryland 
filmmakers,” Jack Gerbes, the direc-
tor of the State of Maryland Film Of-
fice, said in a news release. “I urge 
fans of film in the region to come and 
see the works of the next wave of tal-
ented Marylanders telling their sto-
ries on the big screen.” 

The film festival is an annual pro-
duction of the nonprofit Art League 
of Ocean City. The films have not 
been rated, and some feature adult 
content. Viewer discretion is advised. 

Listed below are the 46 Maryland-
produced films, including their origin 
and director, and a brief synopsis. 
Showtimes and tickets are available 
at OCMDFilmFestival.com. 

“Get On the Bus!” – Feature-
length film by Justinian Matthew 
Dispenza, of Galena, about the James 
Taylor Justice Coalition of Chester-
town. 

“Mark and Mandy” – Six-
minute short by Jacob Costlow, of 
Frederick, about a stellar first date. 

“Sugar” – Seven-minute short by 
Nathan Shinholt and Adam Willem, 
of Baltimore, about a competitive 
lemonade salesman. 

“Up and Down” – Eight-minute 
short by Matt Barry, of Baltimore; a 
slapstick comedy. 

“Do You Trust Me?” – Six-
minute short by Ronald James, of 
Severn, about virtual strangers em-
barking on a date. 

“Gianna” – 51-minute film by 
Maryland native Brooke Linsalata 
about a young Italian-American 
tomboy. 

“Tying the Knot” – Two-minute 
short by Ryan Wilton Zlatniski, of 
Berlin, about a string who feels over-
whelmed by his tedious life. 

“Jessie” – 19-minute film by 
Zach Ruchkin, of Baltimore, about a 
teen’s tension with her mother. 

“Pain into Passion” – 21-
minute film by Brandi Hall, of Sev-
ern, about University of Maryland 
lineman Jordan McNair and his 
death at 19 after a heat stroke. 

“Shark Week” – Six-minute 
short by Adria Branson, of Valley Lee, 
about a confident high school stu-
dent, her period, and a crucial math 
quiz. 

“The Echoes We See” – 10-
minute short by Andrés Mejia, of 
Halethorpe, about a school lockdown 
and not feeling safe. 

“The Last Epic Ride” – 11-
minute short by Rick Kain, of Wood-
bine, about a terminally ill man who 
goes for one last motorcycle ride. 

“What Did You Say?” – Seven-
minute short by Johns Hopkins med-
ical student Oscar Li following two 
people and their hearing health jour-
neys. 

“Center for the Arts” – 50-
minute film by B.L. Strang-Moya, of 
Ocean City, about the founding and 
history of the Art League of Ocean 
City. 

“Squall” – 15-minute film by 
Emmi Shockley, of Ocean City, about 
an addict’s journey to reconnect with 
his younger brother. 

“Familiar” – 18-minute film by 
Rebecca Mlinek, of Upperco, about a 
groundskeeper and a mysterious cat. 

“Midnight Oil” – Nine-minute 

The poster for 
“Father’s Day-a Kirk 

Franklin Story,” a 35-
minute film by Josh 

Chamberlain, of 
Berlin, about a quest 

to discover his true 
biological father.. 
POSTER COURTESY ART 
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Saturrdday 10am-Noon 38331 Bluebir

Saturrdday 12:30-2:30pm 36939 Cr

Sunday 11am-1pm 38331 Bluebir

Sunday 2-4pm

Saturrdday 10am-Noon

Saturrdday 11am-3pm

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 107 Convention Center Drive #117C, Ocean City en Martini/BHHS PenFed Realty

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REAL , there is a weekly charge of $10 per listing.
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Total 105 films set to be shown
short by Trevor Taylor, of Salisbury, 
about a detective hunting down a 
mysterious killer. 

“Ray of Sunshine” – 31-minute 
film by Tyler Jennings and Jon Kem-
merer, of Owings Mills, about abused 
kids who have had enough. 

“Red Yellow Blue” – 19-minute 
film by Julia E. Cooke, of Baltimore, 
about a girl haunted by her own 
demons. 

“Homecoming” – 10-minute 
short by Alvan Obichie, of Baltimore, 
about a high school teacher racing 
home to make dinner for his wife. 

“I Don’t Know What I Look 
Like” – 18-minute film by Rachel 
Lotlikar, of Severna Park, an explo-
ration into the mind of the artist. 

“Ma’s Kisses” – 10-minute short 
by Jimiy Dominique Anthony, of 
Hagerstown, about mother and 
daughter and their love of cooking. 

“Aloha” – Four-minute short by 
Eli Michael Copperman, of Balti-
more, a music video about bad bagel 
service. 

“The Music From My 
Dreams” – 10-minute short by 
Joshica Kiah, of Upper Marlboro, 
about a struggling musician finding 
his true voice. 

“Baltimore Screen Painting 
Folklife Apprenticeship” – Five-
minute short by Wide Angle Youth 

Media, of Baltimore, for the Mary-
land State Arts Council about Balti-
more screen painter John Iampieri, 
of Wicomico County. 

“Heritage Award: Waterfowl 
Festival” – Four-minute short by 
Wide Angle Youth Media, of Balti-
more, for the Maryland State Arts 
Council about the Waterfowl Festival 
in Talbot County. 

“HBCU Fashion is Every-
thing!” – 34-minute film by Bridgett 
Clinton-Scott about college students 
studying fashion at a Historically 
Black College in Maryland. 

“Roots: Maryland’s Nature to 
Nurture” – 27-minute film by Fiona 
O’Brien, Sebrena Williamson and Zoe 
Couloumbis, of Bishopville, exploring 
Maryland through dance. 

“Intrusive” – Eight-minute short 
by Jacob Greene, of Baltimore, about 
facing anxiety in preparing to go on a 
date. 

“Of One’s Own” – 13-minute 
film by Jack Calvin Girod, of West-
minster, about an LGBTQ speed dat-
ing event. 

“Father’s Day: A Kirk 
Franklin Story” – 35-minute film 
by Josh Chamberlain, of Berlin, 
about a quest to discover his true bi-
ological father. 

“The Koda-Chrome (W)Rap-
per” – 24-minute film by Willy Con-

ley, of Hanover, about a deaf 
mother bonding with her hear-
ing son. 

“Even the Women Must 
Fight” – 26-minute film by 
Karen Turner, of Upper Marl-
boro, showing rare historical 
footage from Northern Viet-
namese combat photographers. 

“Swamp Creatures” – 10-
minute short by David and Tara 
Gladden, of Salisbury, about 
kitchen magnets coming to life 
to battle for the soul of Amer-
ica. 

“A Stupid Grudge” – 
Three-minute short by Sayer 
Alexander Baca, of Annapolis, 
about two friends in an argu-
ment as they make their last 
film together. 

“Ten from the 2023 
Ocean City Film Challenge” 
– Ten short films, 103 minutes 
in total, produced locally or by 
Ocean City locals. Directed by 
Jackson Dutton, Brian Kozak, 
Fiona O’Brien, Will Rothermel, 
Davis Mears, Joe Joyce, Brian Hooks, 
Erin Welch, Holden Connor, Marlon 
Wallace, Myah Stokes and Christian 
Walters. 

“Looking Inward” – Black His-
tory & The Arts – 30-minute film by 
Justinian Matthew Dispenza, of 

Galena, about the Kent Cultural Al-
liance. 

More information, including a full 
list of all 105 films, along with links to 
buy tickets, is available at OCMD-
FilmFestival.com, or by calling 410-
524-9433.

POSTER COURTESY ART LEAGUE OF OCEAN CITY 
The poster for “Get On the Bus!,” a feature-length film 
by Justinian Matthew Dispenza, of Galena, about the 
James Taylor Justice Coalition of Chestertown.

Showell Vol. Fire Department 

11620 Worcester Hwy.  

Showell, MD 21862 

410-352-5916

Annual Spring  
Gun Bash 

The Best Gun Bash on the Shore!  
MARCH 2, 2024 
$50 Ticket Includes  

Your Chance to Win 25 Guns, 
1 Gun Safe, 3 Crossbows, 1 UTV 

and 6 Cash Prices  
All You Can Eat Roast Beef,  

Fried Chicken, Hot Dogs,  
Hamburgers & More 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

Must be 21 or Older to attend. ID required at door.

ATLANTIC DENTAL 
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

PREVENTIVE CARE • INVISALIGN 
PERIODONTAL TREATMENT • FULL MOUTH 
RESTORATIONS • IMPLANT RESTORATIONS 

SMILE ENHANCEMENTS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR OUR CURRENT PATIENTS 

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST  
We have generations of experience and are  
well known for our exceptional dental care.    

We want to help you keep that  
bright and beautiful smile 

every season!
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Snapshots

PHOTOS COURTESY WORCESTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

WPS RING CEREMONY 
Worcester Preparatory School’s annual Junior Ring Ceremony was held on Feb. 8. It is tradition that seniors present the juniors with their class rings along with comments explaining why the recipients 
are special to them. (Left) Junior students pose for a group photo with their class sponsor after the ring ceremony. (Right) Senior Lebby Becker and junior Abby Ament pose together with their rings.

Class of ’92 alumnus Reid Tingle and his daughter, junior Sydney Tingle, pose 
with junior Jack Lynch and his father, Class of ’91 alumnus Will Lynch, at the 
ring ceremony.

(Above) Juniors Will Wells, Briar Parsons and Frank Miller proudly 
display their new class rings. (Left) Senior Dylan McGovern poses 
with his brother, Ben McGovern, after presenting him his ring.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

SAUSAGE SALE 
Berlin Lions Club President Joe Andrews and Treasurer Jack Mumford cook up sandwiches during 
the club’s recent sausage sale. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

NEW LIONS 
Berlin Lions Club Membership Coordinator Grover Collins rewards Paul Chambers and Jody 
Palmisamo for recruiting new members. The Lions club is accepting new members. Call 410-641-
1064 for inquiries.
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Snapshots

PHOTOS COURTESY WORCESTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

WELLNESS @ WORCESTER 
(Left) Worcester Prep Head of Upper School Carol Evans pets therapy dog, Macey, with sophomore Max Carpenter and juniors Nathan Montague and Dillon Scopp during the school’s recent Wellness 

@ Worcester event. (Right) Pets on Wheels volunteer Don Ashe shows Worcester Prep juniors Avery Roselle, Jayden Scopp and Angeline Todorov how to direct therapy dogs Gus and Ivy with tricks for 

treats.

Worcester Prep junior Lydia Schwartz and her therapy dog, 

Sprinkles, spend time with classmate James Haley during the 

wellness event. Lydia spearheaded the event in collaboration with 

the College Counseling program to introduce students to a 

holistic approach to health, emphasizing stress management, 

study skills, and wise lifestyle choices.

Worcester Prep sophomores Catherine Cullen and Emily Patrowicz 

create stress balls out of balloons and rice during the wellness 

event to keep on hand during stressful times. 
Worcester Prep juniors Danielle Carr, Nazli Unal and Emma Zajdel 

practice relaxation during the wellness event by indulging in 

some adult coloring. 

PHOTOS COURTESY WORCESTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

WINTER SPORTS AWARDS 
Worcester Preparatory School Middle School winter sports awards were recently given out to 12 members 

of the boys and and girls basketball teams and three cheerleaders. (Left) Pictured, from left, are WPS 

middle school cheerleader award recipients Vivian Spraul, Addy Wisniewski and Ava Holland. (Right) 

Members of the seventh and eighth grade WPS middle school girls basketball team pose with their 

awards. Pictured, seated from left, are seventh graders Kristie Carr, Kylee Hutton and Ella Conev. Pictured, 

standing from the left, are eighth graders Harper Hertrich, Carolina Labin and Scarlett Shimko.
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School funding 
critical 
Editor,  

Since the past year when 
the county commissioners 
voted to fund the WCPS 
BOE at maintenance of ef-
fort (MOE), I’ve heard and 
seen a lot of statements that 
are often out of context, lack 
factual information, and 
often imply impropriety.  
These statements have been 
made by several Worcester 
County Commissioners, as a 
way to defend their decision 
to fund only MOE for fiscal 
year 2024. And these in-
flammatory statements have 
often been successful in cre-
ating doubt over the spend-
ing of WCPS BOE. As we 
near another public hearing 
on the BOE budget for fiscal 
year 2025, I worry that we 
will once again, only receive 
MOE funding for WCPS.     

I will lead by letting you 
know, I am an accountant, 
so I’ve worked to gather facts 
and figures to fully under-
stand the current issue and I 
will try to keep my thoughts 
understandable for most 
non-accountants since it can 
be overwhelming.  

Continually I hear that 
(some) of the commissioners 
are concerned with the 
preparation of the budget by 
the BOE, and the fact that 
there are variances between 
the budgeted figures and ac-
tual expenditures. Since a 
budget by definition is “an 
estimate of expenditures” 
and “proposals for financing 
them,” I am not surprised 
that there are changes be-
tween these figures. After all, 
I would expect our school 
system to have the ability to 
address the changing needs 
of the students, staff, and 
schools as the school year 
progresses. I would never 
think that the budgeted 
number of staff or any bud-
geted figures should be 
static. They must be fluid to 
allow for the school to ad-
dress the ongoing and 
changing needs of students, 
staff and each school com-
munity, so it is reasonable to 
not only have changes be-
tween budget and actual, but 

also having a reasonable sur-
plus is expected and good 
practice.    

As such, when hearing the 
WCPS BOE had a 1.24% sur-
plus totaling $1.5 million 
from fiscal year 2023, I’m 
not alarmed as that tells me 
the budget was within a rea-
sonable level of the actual ex-
penditures. However, if the 
budgeted figures were differ-
ing to the extent that the ac-
tual revenue was 112% more 
than the budgeted amount, 
and the net revenue was over 
300% more than the budget, 
I would think there is a prob-
lem with the budget process 
not being accurate.  

While this is not the case 
for WCPS BOE, this is the 
difference in the budgets 
versus actual for Worcester 
County Government.  Per-
haps the commissioners that 
would like to question the le-
gitimacy of the WCPS BOE 
budget should turn that at-
tention inward and work to 
better prepare a budget that 
is a more accurate picture of 
expenditures.  

I am not entirely sure of 
the reason behind the large 
discrepancy in budget to ac-
tual, but it seems that ap-
proving an understated 
operating budget would then 
lead the county to make un-
derfunded decisions. I’m 
concerned that I see the 
county’s general fund bal-
ance growing since 2019, 
from approximately $51 mil-
lion to $92 million at the end 
of fiscal year 2023. Last year 
alone, the net revenue for the 
county was $19 million more 
than the budgeted figure, 
without a change in property 
tax rates. The county had, 
and continues to have, the 
funds available to fully fund 
the BOE budget without 
compromising the funding of 
other county agencies.   

WCPS BOE employs an 
experienced and knowledge-
able finance team. In fact, 
the CFO of WCPS, Vince 
Tolbert, previously worked 
in the county commission-
ers’ office, so it tracks that he 
would not only have the skill 
set to be able to prepare a 
reasonable and sound WCPS 
BOE budget, but also has the 

history within our local gov-
ernment that proves his ex-
pertise and trustworthiness. 
No one is asking for blind 
trust. The expectation that 
experienced employees can 
be relied upon to prepare a 
prudent and fiscally sound 
budget and school system 
should be implicit.  

While I understand our 
elected officials should be 
providing concise, factual in-
formation with context and, 
particularly in the case of 
our educational system, 
without political agenda, it 
has often been the opposite. 
I urge other constituents to 
take pause. Another year of 
maintenance of effort fund-
ing will be detrimental to 
our children’s education, our 
teachers’ livelihoods, and ul-
timately, our community.  

The Maryland Accounta-
bility and Implementation 
Board (AIB) recently cau-
tioned the county commis-
sioners and BOE that the 
funding level determined by 
the Blueprint was not 
enough to meet all the needs 
and programs of a school 
district. The AIB said that 
additional funding would be 
needed to not only meet 
state mandated educational 
requirements, but all to fund 
the programs, services, and 
other aspects of the school 
that were priorities for the 
BOE, the commissioners, 
and our community.   

Our community has spo-
ken up to say that we value the 
small class sizes; that we must 
have a full and enriching sum-
mer academy and afterschool 
programs; that equity in pro-
grams is crucial so that all 
schools in the county can offer 
students access to the same 
opportunities; and that serv-
ices for all students that are in 
need, whether that be mental, 
social, emotional, or other, are 
essential.   

These priorities cannot be 
fulfilled at maintenance of 
effort funding. These priori-
ties are a principal part of 
the WCPS. We must support 
our schools and we must ask 
our commissioners to fully 
fund the WCPS BOE budget. 

Kate Hulme 
Bishopville

Letter
The attack on public education by Worcester County 

elected officials shifted into another gear Tuesday with a 
press conference that accused the county school system and 
its top two administrators of being soft on crime. 

Asserting that crime in the schools is out of control and 
that school officials have refused to work with law enforce-
ment and the prosecutor’s office, State’s Attorney Kris Heiser 
and Sheriff Matt Crisafulli showed videos of school fights and 
statistics as proof that the school system’s leadership is fail-
ing miserably on matters of school safety and covering it up. 

People of reasonable intelligence, however, should be able 
to connect the dots between this attack on the schools and 
the county commissioners’ decision to back the schools into 
a corner by giving them the minimum budget the law allows. 

Taken together, the timing and the aggressiveness of these 
challenges are reason for suspicion. In addition, the unified 
message from the county commissioner majority, Heiser and 
Crisafulli that school officials are being uncooperative im-
plies that what they want is not cooperation, but surrender. 

While it’s no secret that the four-member commissioner 
majority seeks the ouster of school Superintendent Lou Tay-
lor, this latest fusillade targets Chief Operating Officer An-
nette Wallace, whom Heiser and Crisafulli want to replace as 
the system’s chief safety officer with a law enforcement offi-
cial because Wallace has no law enforcement experience. 

In that vein, it must also be asked if kids in middle school, 
where much of the problem is said to take place, would be 
better off with a cop in charge with no teaching experience? 

Of course, there is crime in schools. No one is disputing 
that or that it might be increasing, but parents and the public 
should take a hard look at how this campaign against the 
school system is unfolding and ask themselves whether all 
school “crimes” truly are crimes and whether county politics 
might be a factor in this crusade. 

Individually, these charges against the county’s public 
schools might get a fair hearing, but when they arrive to-
gether, some serious skepticism is warranted.

School crime claims 
warrant skepticism



(Feb. 23, 2024) The Ocean City-
Berlin Rotary Club recently used a 
district grant to buy blankets and hy-
giene kits for people at two local non-
profits. 

Every year, rotary clubs have the 
ability to apply for district grants. The 

Ocean City-Berlin Rotary Club cur-
rent president recommends a grant, 
and if agreed upon by club members 
and approved by the district, the 
grant is funded in the year following 
the president’s term.   

According to a news release, clubs 
can request a maximum amount of 
$5,000 and can receive up to 80% of 
funds requested. Following strict 
guidelines, the requests are submit-
ted to the district grant chairman and 

a committee of various district rotary 
members. 

The release said this year’s district 
grant chairman is the Ocean City-

Berlin Rotary Club’s past president, 
Margaret Mudron, who abstained 
from the review and approval of the 
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Pines do-gooders group making difference 
(Feb. 29, 2024) The Teal Bay 

Mitzvah Team continues to pay it 
forward as the Ocean Pines’ good-
deed group is currently collecting 
personal hygiene products for indi-
viduals experiencing homelessness 
and financial insecurity.  

For the seven do-gooders, a 
friendship started by the common 
thread of dog ownership spurred 
into an organization that dedicates 
its’ time to giving back to Worcester 
and surrounding communities. 

As part of their current project, 
the team has partnered with Diako-
nia, Worcester GOLD, Hope and Life 
Outreach (HALO) from Salisbury, 
and the Samaritan Shelter in 
Pocomoke. Teal Bay Mitzvah will col-
lect and donate the items directly to 
the associations.  

The idea was inspired by member 
Margit Novack’s volunteer shift at 

the Diakonia thrift store. After 
speaking with staff, they identified a 
need for personal hygiene products, 
specifically shampoo, conditioner, 
deodorant, and toothpaste.   

“The list kept getting longer,” Teal 
Bay Mitzvah Team member Cyndy 
Spicknall said. “We thought about 
toothbrushes and then toothbrush 
caps. We added razors and then 
needed to include shaving cream. 
We’ve also asked for sewing kits and 
nail care.”  

According to Novack and Spick-
nall, 60 miniature toothpastes have 
been donated. The group has also or-
dered items from various hotels in 
the area. The duo emphasized a need 
for large quantities of each product.  

“It’s not sexy, but hygiene items 
are necessary,” Spicknall said.  

The Teal Bay Mitzvah Team has 
been helping the community since 
2020 and the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Since its creation, the crew has 

headed several charity campaigns, 
including their 2021 Soles for Souls 
initiative, where they provided shoes 
for women entrepreneurs in third-
world countries, explained Novack.  

The team has also partnered with 
humane societies, hosted a sock 
drive, and worked with Worcester 
Preparatory School’s Student Gov-
ernment Association to collect win-
ter clothing items. This month, the 
group sponsored a social creativity 
afternoon for Valentine’s Day at the 
Berlin Nursing Home. 

“We find what the local need is,” 
Novack said. “And then there’s a lot 
of research, and then we publicize 
it.”  

Teal Bay Mitzvah will continue to 
collect hygiene donations for as long 
as they keep coming. They can be 
dropped off at 2 Riverside Court in 
Ocean Pines or ordered online and 
mailed to the address. Personal and 
full-sized items will be accepted. 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The Teal Bay Mitzvah Team has hosted aid campaigns 
since their founding in 2020, where they collected shoes 
for women in third world countries. 

Rotary club uses grant to help nonprofits 

Ocean City-
Berlin Rotary 
Club member 
Tom Sweeney 

poses with 
employees of 

The Cricket 
Center and 

several 
blankets club 

members 
donated to 

the nonprofit.  
PHOTO COURTESY 

OCEAN CITY-
BERLIN ROTARY 

CLUB

See BOXES Page 25

Blankets, hygiene products 
collected to help people at 
Diakonia, Cricket Center
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“The Place That Does It All”

WE PAY CA$H!
For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

NEW TRAILERS FOR SALE / MAINE TAGS AVAILABLE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED 
VEHICLES for SALE

MD STATE 
INSPECTED 

BUY HERE, 
PAY HERE!

• ‘15 HONDA CRV 
• ‘12 HYUNDAI ACCENT  
• ‘17 HONDA CRV LX 
• ‘08 SUBURU OUTBACK 
• ‘20 CHEVY SILVERADO

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Neccessary 

 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

HARD – 49

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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club’s grant application 
Mudron presented her idea to 

club members and they agreed. 
Members chose two recipients for 
their grant — The Cricket Center in 
Berlin and Diakonia in West Ocean 
City.   

Club members made 120 fleece 
blankets, both adult and children 
sizes. They also made 200 hygiene 
kits, which were filled with name 
brand products for men, women 
and children. Club members deliv-
ered the blankets and hygiene kits 
to the groups.  

The release said Mudron chose 
blankets hoping that the children 
would have “blankies” of their own 
during stressful times in their lives 
and that the adults would have 
something that they could take with 
them when they move on from Di-
akonia. The club members also 
wanted to keep their donations local. 

The Ocean City-Berlin Rotary 
Club meets at 6 p.m., the first and 
third Wednesdays of the month, at 
Don’s Seafood & Chop House at the 
South Gate of Ocean Pines. For 
more information, email the club at 
ocberlinrotary@gmail.com.

Obituary
WILLIAM J. MCNELIS 
Ocean Pines 

William J. McNelis, 94, of Ocean Pines, 
passed away on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, 
at his home surrounded by family.   

He was a native of 
Tower City, Pennsylvania. 
He was a patriarch of the 
entire family, a veteran of 
U.S Army, a 59-year con-
tinuous member of the 
American Legion with 20 
years at the Ocean City 
Post #166, a lifetime 
Mason member, and a 

member of Holy Savior Catholic Church.   
He is survived by his loving wife and 

our angel of grace Mary McNelis; sons 
Kevin and Michael McNelis; daughters 
Kelly Ranum and Colleen McNelis 
Kennedy; 20 grandchildren; and six great 
grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death by his first 
wife, Gloria McNelis; his brother, Bob 
McNelis; and sisters Pat Buglar and Anne 
Crouse. 

A celebration of life ceremony will be 
held this spring. Date T.B.A 

Memorial contributions can be made 
to Coastal Hospice. 

Arrangements are in the care of East-
ern Shore Cremation and Funeral Service, 
504 Franklin Ave. in Berlin. To send con-
dolences to the family, visit eastern-
shorecremation.com.

William McNelis

Boxes of products 
recently delivered 
to organizations
Continued from Page 23

PHOTO COURTESY OCEAN CITY-BERLIN ROTARY CLUB 
From left, Ocean City-Berlin Rotary Club members Margaret Mudron, Cliff Berg, Nancy 
Bradford, Jennifer Bodnar and Steve Gragert poses at Diakonia with boxes of blankets the 
club donated to the nonprofit.

Call 410-449-4090 Today for more information or 
to schedule a visit to our on-site showroom.

410-449-4090

Our Staff is Regularly Tested for Covid-19

24 Hour Awake Staff 
All Private Rooms & Baths 
Three Home-Cooked Meals a Day! 
All Inclusive Pricing 
In-House Doctor Visits 
VA and MAC Subsidy Approved 
Respite Care and Hospice Care
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Thurs., Feb. 29 
STORY TIME ‘YOU ARE AWESOME!’ 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages 
2-5 years. 410-632-3495 

STORY TIME:’IF YOU GIVE A PIG A  
PANCAKE’ 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Join the group for another classic by Laura 
Numeroff. For children ages 2-5 years. 
410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

AFRICAN AMERICAN ART 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 2 p.m. This brief 
introduction looks at some of the high-
lights of Black artists. The group will in-
vestigate an abbreviated history of 
people who were left out of the canons of 
art history. 410-957-0878 

FIRESIDE CHAT 
Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch, 
13 Harrison Ave., 3 p.m. Featuring books 
participants have read and want to share. 
Come and find your next great read. 410-
641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

LOIS MAILOU JONES ART 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4 p.m. Cele-
brate Black History Month by creating 
art inspired by the work of Lois Mailou 
Jones. For ages 6-12 years. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

ZUMBA 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 5-6 
p.m. Join Zumba instructor Joyce 
Landsman for an hour of movement. 
These classes uplift and improve mood. 
Registration required: 410-524-1818. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

WHEEL OF FORTUNE LIVE! 
Ocean City Performing Arts Center - 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, 7 p.m. America’s 
Game® Show comes to your hometown. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets: 
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/6017148
8/wheel-of-fortune-live-ocean-city-oc-
performing-arts-center. 

BEACH SINGLE 55 PLUS MEET AND 
GREET 
Thursdays - Harpoon Hanna’s, 39064 
Harpoon Road, Fenwick Island, DE, 4-6 
p.m. 302-436-9577, BeachSingles.org. 

Fri., March 1 
MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 

a.m. Fun morning of playing tile 
Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own tile 
set. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

PROMISE SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
SESSION REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
Wor-Wic Community College - Guerrieri 
Hall, 32000 Campus Drive, Salisbury. 
The Maryland Community College 
Promise Scholarship provides assistance 
to cover expenses after applying finan-
cial aid. There is no age limit. Register: 
Events, www.worwic.edu by March 1. 
Held March 5. 

CELTIC ART CONTEST KICK OFF 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. The meeting room will be stocked 
with supplies to create a piece for the 
Celtic Art Contest. Participants may sub-
mit a work of art anytime between 
March 1-15. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FIRST FRIDAY OPENING RECEPTION 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 
5-7 p.m. Meet the artists and enjoy com-
plimentary refreshments. Free and open 
to the public. Satellite galleries at 
Princess Royale and Coffee Beanery in 
Ocean City. https://artleagueofo-
ceancity.org, 410-524-9433 

Sat., March 2 
MUSIC REVUE: JUST GO TO THE MOVIES! 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 
7-9 p.m. Come and hear your favorite 
academy award winning songs per-
formed by the Lower Shore Performing 
Arts Company. Tickets cost $25. Tickets: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/7932128
19897?aff=oddtdtcreator. 410-524-9433 

EARLY ST. PATRICK’S DAY PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 8-11 a.m. Cost is $9 for 
adults and free to those ages 10 years 
and younger. Tickets available from Ki-
wanis members or pay at the door. Pro-
ceeds benefit the OP Volunteer Fire 
Dept. www.kiwanisofopoc.org 

SATURDAY WRITERS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. 
Novice and established writers gather to 
share their writing projects. Structure 
includes critiques and appreciation, 
market leads and writing exercises. 
Drop ins welcome. 410-641-0650 

SHIRLEY HALL YOUTH ART SHOW 
Art League of Ocean City - Center for the 
Arts, 502 94th St., 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Fea-
turing artwork by Worcester County 
middle and high school students. Cash 
prizes awarded. Free event. 

https://artleagueofoceancity.org, 410-
524-9433 

AMERICA’S FORGOTTEN HEROES - 
PRESURSOR OF THE U.S. COAST GUARD: 
VIRTUAL PERFORANCE BY KEEPER JAMES 
Held virtually from 11 a.m. to noon. 
Free. Register: https://www.ocmu-
seum.org/events/americas-forgotten-
heroes-precursor-of-the-us-coast-guard-
virtual-presentation?fbclid=IwAR3e-
UQCY7p2KHyJedVXLhTHGMzH4LchC
EEhNFx61nF33Ms4RcAOwqs54D4. 
410-289-4991 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT FRIED CHICKEN BUFFET 
Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church, 
36540 Mount Pleasant Road, 11 a.m. 
Vegetables, beverages and dessert in-
cluded with dine-in. Cost is $15 for 
adults, $7.50 for children and free to 
those ages 6 years and younger. Carry 
out platters available. 410-835-8340 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop 
for everything from fresh local produce 
to unique handmade artisan goods. 
Open to the public. 

Sun., March 3 
50TH ANNIVERSARY OCHMRA TRADE 
EXPO 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Bringing together hospital-
ity buyers and sellers. Free to hotel, 
motel, restaurant and attraction busi-
nesses. Registration volunteers: susan-
jones@ocvisitor.com. 
https://oceancitytradeexpo.com, 410-
289-6733 

\MARCH BREAKFAST 
American Legion Synepuxent Post 166, 
2308 Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City, 8-11 
a.m. Menu includes French toast, eggs, 
danish, bacon, sausage, scrapple, 
creamed chipped beef and biscuits, cof-
fee, orange juice and tea. Cost is $12 for 
adults and free to those 3 years and 
younger. 

SHIRLEY HALL YOUTH ART SHOW 
Art League of Ocean City - Center for the 
Arts, 502 94th St., 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Fea-
turing artwork by Worcester County 
middle and high school students. Cash 
prizes awarded. Free event. 
https://artleagueofoceancity.org, 410-
524-9433 

MUSIC REVUE: JUST GO TO THE MOVIES! 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 
2-4 p.m. Come and hear your favorite 
academy award winning songs per-
formed by the Lower Shore Performing 
Arts Company. Tickets cost $25. Tickets: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/7932528

29567?aff=oddtdtcreator. 410-524-9433 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., March 4 
50TH ANNIVERSARY OCHMRA TRADE 
EXPO 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Bringing together hospital-
ity buyers and sellers. Free to hotel, 
motel, restaurant and attraction busi-
nesses. Registration volunteers: susan-
jones@ocvisitor.com. 
https://oceancitytradeexpo.com, 410-
289-6733 

STORY TIME: RAINBOWS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSIONS: ‘WHY 
WRITE?’ BY JEAN-PAUL SARTRE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2:30 p.m. 
Discuss selections from the Great Books 
Foundation. The group is reading from 
Book 5 of the Great Conversations An-
thology. 410-208-4014, www.worcester-
library.org 

WARHAMMER 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4 p.m. Play 
Warhammer, the exciting table-top 
miniatures game that uses strategy in an 
immersive setting. Use the library’s 
armies or bring your own. All levels wel-
come. For ages 12-18 years. 410-641-
0650 

LEGO MASTERS STEM 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Create your own playground. For chil-
dren ages 6-11 years. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 
5-6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is 
a weekly support and educational group 
promoting weight loss and living a 
healthy lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-
641-0157 

WOMEN OF THE EASTERN SHORE 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5:30 
p.m. Dr. Cindy Byrd, Director and Cura-
tor of the Purnell Museum, will present 
about historical women here on the 
shore. Celebrate Women’s History 

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.
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Month by learning about these historical 
figures. 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. All ladies who love to sing invited. 
Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-
7062. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Tues., March 5 
STORY TIME: ‘TURTLES’ 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Stories, songs and finger plays. For ages 
2-5 years. 410-641-0650, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

STORY TIME: TRANSPORTATION 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m. Sto-
ries, songs and crafts. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay 
after to socialize with other families. 
For ages 2 years and younger. 410-632-
3495 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? 
Bring whatever project you happen to be 
working on. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

MARYLAND ACCESS POINT 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. 
Maryland Access Point of Worcester 
County will discuss how they serve as a 
“one stop shop” for aging adults, those 
with disabilities and caregivers of all in-
come levels. 410-524-1818 

ANIME CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4 p.m. 
Join in to celebrate anime and manga. 
Monthly themes will include trivia 
games, Japanese snacks and arts and 
crafts. For ages 13-16 years. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FREE ENTREPRENEUR TRAINING FOR  
VETERANS 
Worcester County Economic Develop-
ment, 107 W. Green St., Snow Hill, 6 
p.m. This mandatory Orientation Ses-
sion is a vital step in the application 
process for the Project Opportunity 
Spring 2024 program, held March 12-
May 14. www.project-
opportunity.com/class/registration 

CHRISTIAN CONVERSATIONS 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 6 p.m. Held Tuesday 
Feb. 20-March 26. A free moderated 
group discussion based on the works of 
C.S. Lewis. Everyone is welcome. Ex-
plore a great opportunity for Lenten re-
flection. 410-641-7052 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach 
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health 
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive, 
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly 
support and education group promoting 
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and 
others interested in watching or learning 
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: 
TangobytheBeach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th 
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with 
optional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

OC KNITTING CLUB 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m. 

Wed., March 6 
BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP 
Takes place the first and second 
Wednesday of each month. For non-sur-
gical patients. Atlantic General Bariatric 
Center, 410-641-9568 

FRIED CHICKEN CARRYOUT PREORDER 
DEADLINE 
Bishopville Volunteer Fire Department, 
10709 Bishopville Road, Bishopville. 
Preorder in advance by March 6 at 619-
922-9950. Pickup on March 9 from 
noon to 2 p.m. Cost is $15 and includes 
1/2 chicken, French fries, Cole slaw and 
roll. 

GRACE PARKER BREAKFAST 
First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City, 
1301 Philadelphia Ave., 7-11 a.m. Eggs to 
order, pancakes (regular and buck-
wheat), bacon, sausage, hash browns, 
ham, grits, biscuits. $12 dine-in. $10 
take-out. 410-289-9340 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 
Have fun making music, singing songs 
and playing. For ages 0-2 years. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

TEA PARTY STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 

a.m. Tea party story time with stories 
about historical women, songs and a 
craft. Refreshments for the tea party will 
also be provided. For ages 0-5 years. 
410-524-1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1:30-2:30 
p.m. The group provides discussion and 
education the topic of diabetes. Darlene 
Jameson, 410-208-9761, djameson@at-
lanticgeneral.org 

SIMPLE MACHINES 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 2 p.m. Learn 
about levers, pulleys, wedges and gears. 
For ages 6-11 years. 410-957-0878, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

WOMEN IN SOCIETY: A VICTORIAN TEA 
PARTY 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2-3:30 p.m. 
Imagine life during the Victorian era 
through narratives, storytelling, journal-
ing, crafter, wellness and more. Hosted 
by The Feminine Return. Registration 
required: 410-641-0650. 

FREE SQUARE DANCE LESSONS 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 7-8:30 p.m. Pine Step-
pers Square Dance Club welcome singles 
and couples. barbcroos@gmail.com, 
908-229-8799, 302-222-4448 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 
Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, Assateague Room, 239 Ocean 
Parkway, 8 a.m. Doors open at 7:30 a.m. 
Third Wednesday meetings are offsite 
and will be updated monthly on the 
website and Facebook. Guests are wel-
come. www.kiwanisofopoc.org 

ONGOING EVENTS 
COMMUNITY JOURNAL: TELL HER STORY 
Pocomoke library, 301 Market St., dur-
ing March. Share a story about a woman 
who has inspired you and share your 
thoughts and hopes for a better future. 
410-957-0878, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

TEEN STEAM STATION 
Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave., during 
March. Each hands-on activity will focus 
on art, math, science, engineering or 
technology. Create jewelry using binary 
code, construct a flying glider, design 
your own city out of recycled material 
and more. Challenges will change each 
week. For ages 11 years and older. 410-
641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

CRAFTERS & VENDORS NEEDED FOR FAIR 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 10301 
Coastal Highway, Ocean City, April 13. 
Requesting a $20 donation per table. 
Deadline to reserve a spot is March 8. 
Linda, 443-604-8068, p.grahe@com-
cast.net 

Calendar

PHOTO COURTESY OCEAN CITY-BERLIN ROTARY CLUB 

ROTARY SCHOLARHIPS 
The Ocean City-Berlin Rotary Club is accepting scholarship applications from Stephen Decatur 
High School seniors. For more information email ocberlinrotary@gmail.com  Pictured are last year’s 
scholarship recipients Natalie Canhan and Emery Busco with Rotarian Steve Gragert.
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Classified Deadline is Monday @ 5pm

Classifieds 410-723-6397

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

Call 410-723-6397 
by Monday 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week and online at  

oceancitytoday.com & baysideoc.com
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Hiring Cooks, Audio/Video 
Techs, Maintenance Staff, 

Painters, Carpenter,  
Plumber, Housekeeper,  
Liquor Store Attendant,  
Boat Mates, Receivers,  

Event Space Housekeeper  
Apply in person or online at 

seacrets.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

CARPENTERS & CARPENTERS HELPERS 
Must have 

Tools, Transportation, Drivers License 
Experience Preferred 

PATTERSON & SONS BUILDERS 
rhp510@aol.com 

410-641-9530 

O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.oceancitytoday.com

Are you a team player? Someone who follows through?
Need a chance to make your mark, and make a difference?

We are looking to add a talented person to our
high-energy team.

Candidates should have a customer-service background,
and be extremely detail-oriented. This is a chance to shine
with your multi-tasking tools, and to build and maintain a
customer base. You must be proficient in Microsoft Office,
have strong communication skills and a terrific work ethic.

This is your golden opportunity to join a winning team.

E-mail resume with OFFICE MANAGER in the subject line to:
AdSales@coastalpoint.com

OFFICE MANAGER/SALES

 

Ocean Aviation 
Flight Academy 

seeks  
Office Assistant 

 
Growing Flight Academy with campuses in Berlin, Maryland 
and Georgetown, Delaware seeks Exceptional Candidate to 
join our team. Professional Friendly office environment. F/T. 

Weekend availability is a plus. Year Around Position.  
Responsible for student interaction, dispatch and check in 

of flights, filing, retail sales and keeping our offices neat and 
clean. Must be customer oriented and be proficient in data 

entry and have good computer skills. Previous office or  
educational experience necessary.     

Please forward resume to mfreed@flyoceanaviation.com  
We prefer initial contact be through e-mail only. Qualified 

applicants will be contacted for in person interviews.  

Now Hiring Year-Round 
GM Position  

Great starting salary, paid 
vacation. Must have 

restaurant experience.   
Apply in person at  

The Greene Turtle West 
OC on Route 611.

 
FULL TIME  

LOAN OFFICER 
  Ocean City, MD 

  
Farmers Bank of Willards has a Full Time Loan 
Officer position available in Ocean City, MD. 
Looking for professional and driven individuals 
with commercial and consumer lending experi-
ence. Strong business development skills are a 
must.  

Please send resume to: 
Kris.derickson@fbwbank.com 

“Equal Employment Opportunity-Affirmative Action Employer”

EXECUTIVE POSITION AVAILABLE 
TOWN OF SNOW HILL, MARYLAND 

Executive Administrator   
The Town of Snow Hill seeks a qualified candidate for 
its Executive Administrator position.    
PAY RATE:  Hourly, TBD commensurate with qualifications/ 
experience. Full-time, health insurance, retirement,  
vacation, sick, personal and holidays.  
JOB SUMMARY:  Provides direct and indirect support to 
Town Manager, Mayor & Council in management of Town 
Hall office and various departments. Human resources,  
insurance management, administration. Visit 
www.snowhillmd.gov for Job Description and Employment 
Application.  
TO APPLY:  Email letter of interest & resumé with references 
to Town Manager Rick Pollitt at 
townmanager@snowhillmd.com by FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 
2024.

Exciting opportunity to work in a fun family-oriented  
environment. Bayside Rehab is seeking candidates to  
join our team at our Wallops facility. Bayside Rehab is  

looking for a full time Physical Therapist and Physical 
Therapy Assistant to further build our professional staff. 

The positions are located in Wallops Island, VA.  
We offer a very competitive salary with benefits.   

If interested, you can stop at any of our locations to fill 
out an application, or you can email your resume to 

Chakira Smith at Chakira@baysiderehab.com

AA/EOE

• Night Watch
• General Clerical

PART-TIME
POSITIONS

Apply online:
DelawareStateJobs.com

SEASONAL 
POSITIONS

    
 
 
 

KITCHEN SUPERVISOR 
BAR SUPERVISOR  

Coconuts at The Castle in the Sand Hotel is looking to  
add to our management team with one front of the house 

supervisor, one back of the house supervisor. MUST HAVE  
EXPERIENCE. Full-time seasonal positions starting at  
up to $19/hour, pay commensurate with experience.  

Send resume to jeff@castleinthesand.com or  
apply in person at Castle in the Sand Hotel,  

37th Street and Oceanfront, Ocean City.

Full-Time Office Person  
Local Family-Owned Business is looking for a Full-Time 

Office Person. Applicant should be computer savvy, have 
good phone skills, punctual, and willing to work in a small 

busy office environment. Applicants should email resume to  
office@fireprotectiveservices.com.
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Seeking Housekeeper F/T, 
YR. Seatime Condominiums, 

135th St. Apply in person. 
410-250-2262 

 

Smal Engine Mechanic 
Year-round. 

Competitive Wages. 
443-754-1047 

BOOKKEEPER NEEDED 
Full time. Flexible hours  
available. Fruitland, MD.  

Excellent pay. Real Estate & 
Property Rental. Must have 

Degree in Accounting. 
Please email your 

resume/contact info to  
office@ 

fenzelinvestments.com 

Pool -  
General Maintenance.  

Outdoor work, lifting heavy 
objects. Mechanical, basic 

pool pump & motors,  
CPO a plus / not required.  

Able to pass CPO test.  
Summer includes weekends 
& long hours; working alone 

or with others 
410-289-4902 

 ask for Suzanne. 

 

RENTALS 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals! Call Howard Martin 
Realty 410-352-5555. 
 

Fully Furnished  
Townhouse, 4BR/2BA,  

Living Room, Dining Room. 
Water, Electric and Cable not 

included. $2100/month.  
Located at 438 Ocean  

Parkway, Ocean  Pines, MD 
21811. 410-456-0272 

Yearly lease. One month  
security deposit and one 

month rent upfront. 

Looking for four months 
Summer Rental in Ocean 
City. Gentleman works on 
beach full-time downtown 

for local business. Excellent 
references. Call or text 
Charles, 410-294-1028 

 

 

LOOKING TO RENT 

60 Year Old Man Looking 
to Rent a Room in OC,  

summer or year round. Own 
painting co. Exercise  

enthusiast, non-smoker or 
drinker. Integrity. Good local 
references. Contact Dave 

954-816-9669. 

 
ROOMMATES 

Houseshare. Furnished 
rooms in South Ocean Pines. 

All inclusive. $800 per 
month. Year-round.  

No smoking. No pets.  
Call 443-880-2317. 

 

Seeking Roommate to 
share home Bayview  

Estates, Selbyville, DE.  
5.7 miles to beach. 

$850/month all inclusive.  
Private bedroom, shared 

bath, kitchen, living areas, 
outdoor space, W/D, with 

community pool.  
302-386-7818 

 

COMMERCIAL 

Industrial Warehouse.  
Space: 1500 sq. ft.  

Masonry construction, 18’ 
high ceiling, large garage 

door, bathroom.  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

 

1 Office/Retail Space  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 

 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 

RENTALS

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS ROOMMATES COMMERCIAL DONATIONS

ROOMMATES

LOOKING TO RENT

COMMERCIAL

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

MISC./OTHER

Will it ever stop 
Reminding me, rain, again 
The sea, wet boards, you?

Commercial Warehouses 
600 and 800 sq. ft. spaces 

West Ocean City and 
Bishopville, MD 

Yearly Leases Only 

Call 646-812-1212

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator. $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Pay-
ment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-855-
993-0969 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-855-407-6870 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SERVICES 

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and shower 
systems at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Call 
Now! 877-738-0991. 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228  

www.dental50plus.com/ 
MDDC#6258 

VEHICLES WANTED 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA  
licensed #W1044.  

410-228-8437  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

Advertise in  
MDDC  

410-723-6397 
Deadline is Wednesday of the 

week prior to publication. 

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

OFF SEASON 
RENTALS 

Utililites Included 

CONTACT US AT 
burgundyinn@gmail.com 

410-289-8581

Now Hiring Summer 
2024 Positions for  

Sun Outdoors  
Ocean City!  

Looking for bartenders, 
cashiers, cooks,  

housekeepers, activities 
attendants, front desk 
agents, security, and  

maintenance!   
Starting at  

$15/hour and up!  
Call 410-213-0097 or 

email careers@ 
eoshospitality.com  

to inquire.

 
FULL-TIME 

PERSONAL BANKER 
 
 
 

Farmers Bank of Willards has a full-time Per-
sonal Banker position available for our 87th St. 
Ocean City, MD location and our Willards, MD 
location. Looking for professional and motivated 
individuals with extraordinary customer service 
skills. Cash handling experience & excellent 
computer skills a must.  

Please email resume to 
kris.derickson@fbwband.com 

Application cut off is 3-15-2024 
“Equal Employment Opportunity-Affirmative Action Employer”

Classifieds 410-723-6397

www. 
baysideoc.com 

www. 
oceancitytoday.com
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COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

BaysideOC.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES D E N TA LDENTAL

 

 
M
mondRaymondRaym

Electric Ve
443 691 0

Master
Raymond

Residential/Commerc
No Job Too Small! F

35 Years Exp

ELECTRIC

 

 d O’Bd O

ehicle Chargers
 Call or Text 0544 

r Electrician  
d O’Brocki Jr.

ial/Emergencies!
Free Estimates! 
perience

CIAN

 

 

MD Lic #2268   Worces
Residential/Commerc

 

 

ter Co Lic #M1337
ial/Emergencies! 

ELECTRICIAN

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs 
• Roof Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing • 
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters 
• Gutter Guards 

• Screening 
• Painting 

• Staining 
• Caulking

PARRISH
HANDYMAN

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
All phases of home improvements 

No job too small - No job too large 
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES 
Over 45 years 

experience

MHIC 
#83501 410-641-7548

HOME IMPROVEMENT

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

ovement”roImpr
for Home 

oday!To1

ovement Design & Bert

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

isa VieWeW accept MC/V

pes of Custom Remodeling.yTyAll 
Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  Specializing in 

T

home improvement

(410) 6411-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY

Dirty Ducts, LLC 
HVAC Duct & Dryer Vent Cleaning

Joseph Payne 
Manager 

jpayma200@gmail.com

5 Southwind Court 
Berlin, MD 21811 
Family Owned & Operated 484-744-9309

HVAC

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICES MVA licensed
NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

Open Mon., Fri., 9-2 & Wed. 9-5

MVA LICENSED

PAINTING

mental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING

Pete C. Harrison, Sr. 
27805 Greenwood Road 
Denton, Maryland 21629

MHIC #35534 
Business: 410-820-6969 

Cell: 443-496-0726
www.pavemasterpaving.net

PAVING
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PRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN REAL ESTATE

ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989  

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
   mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com 
   www.shoresidingmd.com                    *Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFING YOUR BUSINESS

Your  
Business 

Card Here! 
Call 410-723-6397

DIRECTORY

POWERWASHING

all services     
           w/this ad!

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

Year round  
services 

w/yearly & 
seasonal  

rates

Hot Water, Powerwashing 
& Soft Wash Systems

• Deck Staining 
• Decks • Docks 

• Houses • Restaurants 
•  Shopping Centers  
•  Roofs •  & More

MHIC 97081 
Ocean City 34629 • Delaware 2004 222 381 

Licensed & Insured
410-603-3400 
Joe Beran/Owner Operator 
acms1st@gmail.com

Commercial & Residential • Complete Exterior Cleaning
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH

ROOFING

February 29, 2024 Bayside Gazette Page 31
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