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 CLIMBING TEMPERATURE 
The weather might not have been as conducive to outdoor activities this past week as it was earlier in the month, but that did not deter kids at the 

White Horse Park playground in Ocean Pines on Monday, when they manufactured their own warmth by climbing  on the equipment.

(Feb. 22, 2024) The Ocean Pines 
Association Board of Directors ap-
proved a $15.3 million operating 
budget for FY 24-25 on Saturday, as 
they also raised fees in certain areas 
and established spending plans on 
roads, draining and bulkheads. 

The association’s financial circum-
stances are the best they have been in 
years, with General Manager John 
Viola reporting that the balance sheet 
is the strongest in 20 years. 

He also told the board that the 
community is well situated for the 
Displaced Moving Average (DMA) 
study in November. This evaluation 
is when an outside contractor comes 
in and reviews all of Ocean Pine’s as-

OPA board 
OKs budget, 
other plans 
GM Viola says association’s 
financial circumstances hit 
highest point in 20 years

(Feb. 22, 2024) Plans for a Wawa 
in Berlin got preliminary approval 
this week but developers will have to 
work elements of the town’s architec-
ture into the design if they want the 
project to come to fruition. 

After nearly three hours of discus-
sion and several failed motions, the 
Berlin Planning Commission voted 4-
2 Wednesday to give preliminary ap-
proval to the site plan for a Wawa at 
the intersection of Route 818 and 
Route 50. 

Commission members want the 
developer to return with revised ele-
vation drawings showing elements 
that relate to the architecture of 
Berlin. 

“I don’t want to lose this project,” 
commission member Pete Cosby 
said. “Take a bow to us is all I’m say-
ing. Make the box pretty somehow.” 

In 2021, the commission approved 

a site plan for Athena Properties, the 
parcel on the corner of routes 818 
and 50, that included a 7-Eleven and 
a hotel. 

Wawa clears hurdle, but more to be done
Preliminary approval given 
while commission awaits 
architectural improvements

SUBMITTED PHOTO/OC TODAY-DISPATCH 
A rendering of the proposed Wawa for N. Main Street near Route 50 in Berlin is pictured.

See WAWA Page 6

See ASSOCIATION’S Page 9

By Charlene Sharpe 
Associate Editor

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

Offering the Pelvic Wave  
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CALL TODAY!
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FILE PHOTO/OC TODAY-DISPATCH 
Elected officials agreed last week to continue with a moment of silence to open government meet-

ings at town hall, pictured above. 

Berlin stays with moment of 
silence over prayer, blessing

(Feb. 22, 2024) More than three 
years after prayer was removed from 
town council meetings, officials made 
it clear they now prefer the current 
format.  

Council members said that while 
they might have objected when 
Mayor Zack Tyndall stopped starting 
meetings with the Lord’s Prayer, they 
now prefer beginning with the mo-
ment of silence that’s become cus-
tomary since late 2020. 

“I would be in favor of proceeding 
as we have been,” Councilman Dean 
Burrell said. “Religion and nonreli-
gion is a personal and private thing. 
Who I pray to and pray with is en-
tirely personal and private. If we 
could keep that personal and private, 
I think we would be in a better place 
because when you start talking about 
beliefs, which are all individual be-
liefs, we could get as many beliefs in 
this room as there are people. I think 
we’re in a good place.” 

Shortly after being elected in Octo-
ber 2020, Tyndall eliminated the 
recital of the Lord’s Prayer from the 
start of council meetings. At the time, 
Tyndall said he wanted to be more in-
clusive and would instead start meet-
ings with a moment of silence. 

Councilman Jay Knerr last week 
asked during last week’s council 
meeting if his peers wanted to recon-
sider that concept and perhaps begin 
the meetings with a blessing. He sug-
gested one option would be having 
elected officials take turns saying a 
nondenominational blessing instead 
of the moment of silence.  

“The safest route is the way we do 
it,” said Dave Gaskill, the town’s at-
torney.  

Tyndall said he’d removed the 

prayer because he felt it opened the 
town up for liabilities. He added that 
he continued to say the prayer in his 
head during the moment of silence.  

Councilman Steve Green said he 
liked the way the Worcester County 
Commissioners started their meet-
ings, with blessings from pastors 
from different churches throughout 
the county. He added that Berlin was 
a town with 14 churches.  

“I think we have to be open that if 
the 15th one comes and it’s one that’s 
maybe a different belief we have to 
open it to those entities as well,” Tyn-
dall said.  

Green said part of being a commu-
nity was recognizing differences 
everyone had. He added that his 
church’s pastor would be happy to 
participate.  

“How would that be nondenomi-
national?” said Sara Gorfinkel, exec-
utive assistant to the mayor.  

Tyndall said he wasn’t sure but felt 
it would be better to have guests 

Charlene Sharpe  
Associate Editor

See PASTOR Page 5
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FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
A motions hearing in the case is scheduled for March 6 with a jury trial slated for April 3-5. 

Former Worcester County 
teacher faces abuse charge 

(Feb. 22, 2024) A former Stephen 
Decatur High School teacher is facing 
a felony child abuse charge related to 
a relationship he allegedly had with a 
student in 1991. 

Ronald Lee Davis, 63, of Salisbury, 
faces a charge of “child abuse: custodian” 
in Worcester County Circuit Court. The 
case, which has a motions hearing set for 
March 6, stems from time Davis spent as 
a music teacher at Decatur during the 
1991-1992 school year. 

Davis spent recent years working 
for Somerset County Public Schools 
but has been on administrative leave 
since the investigation began last fall, 
Victoria Miele, public relations super-
visor and public information officer 
for Somerset County Public Schools, 
said. 

“Mr. Ron Davis was placed on ad-
ministrative leave in mid-October, 
immediately after SCPS district ad-
ministration learned of the allega-
tions from the investigating law 
enforcement agency,” Miele said. 
“The alleged events occurred before 
Mr. Davis was hired by Somerset 
County Public Schools. I'm unable to 
comment any further due to em-

ployee confidentiality laws.” 
According to the statement of 

charges, law enforcement in Worces-
ter County received a letter from the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore’s Office of 
Child and Youth Protection on Oct. 
17, after a woman told them she’d 
been sexually abused as a 17-year-old 
at Stephen Decatur. When local law 
enforcement contacted the woman, 
she said she wanted to proceed with 
an investigation. She told police she 
had suffered from “depression and 
nightmares dues to her sexual rela-
tionship with Mr. Davis.” 

“Although at the time when she 
was 16-17 years old and in a ‘consen-
sual’ sexual relationship with Mr. 
Davis, she knew it was wrong but did-
n’t know how to make it stop,” the 
statement of charges reads. “It wasn’t 
until she was in therapy that she 
learned it was sexual abuse.” 

According to the charging docu-
ments, during the victim’s senior year 
in high school she had three classes 
with Davis. She told investigators 
they engaged in sexual activity daily. 

“Sexual acts occurred at SDHS to 
include the band room, Mr. Davis’s 
office, and back practice room in the 

Charlene Sharpe  
Associate Editor

See COURT Page 5
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come in than have councilmembers 
lead the blessing.  

Resident Gabe Purnell said he pre-
ferred the moment of silence. 

“My opinion is, and I’m a solid 
Christian, my opinion is in this di-
verse society that we live in, when you 
said let’s have a period of silence, to 
me that’s fine,” he said. “If I’m Chris-
tian, if I’m a Buddhist or whatever I 
am, I can do it in silence. God hears 
our prayers whether they’re silent or 
whether they’re verbal. It would be 
great, now my wife don’t agree with 
me on this, but that’s my personal 
opinion. I think it would keep us out 
of trouble. Now the county’s getting 
away with it but one day it might 
come back to bite them.” 

His wife, Commissioner Diana 
Purnell, said that while the commis-
sioners had pastors lead the blessing, 
it was typically rather general.  

“They do not normally pray as we 
would in church,” she said. “They 
come in and ask for prayer for the 
commissioners, they pray we have wis-
dom and that type of thing. We don’t 
get into a lot of biblical scriptures. We 
thus far haven't had any problems.” 

Councilman Jack Orris said if a 
blessing was added to town meetings, 
all of the town’s churches should be 
included. He said he didn’t think any 
of the elected officials should lead the 
blessing.  

Burrell said he’d been appalled 
when Tyndall removed the Lord’s 
Prayer from meetings but now felt it 
had been the right thing to do. 

“I really don’t think we should go 
back,” he said. “Like Dave said, we 
open ourselves for a lot of govern-
mental impacts.” 

Tyndall said the conversation had 
been good to have even if the council 
wasn’t interested in pursuing any 
changes. 

Pastor participation debated
Continued from Page 3

instrument room, which was all 
within the band area, and the music 
library room,” charging documents 
read. 

Charging documents said a parent 
who saw the victim leaning her head 
on Davis’s shoulder during a band 
trip expressed concern to Lou Taylor, 
who was then Decatur’s vice principal 
and current school system superin-
tendent. In an interview with law en-
forcement, Taylor told investigators 
Davis approached him sometime in 
the spring of 1992. 

“He explained he needed to be 
honest with him; his conscience was 
bothering him,” charging documents 
read. “Mr. Davis told Mr. Taylor that 
he had a relationship with one of his 
students. He couldn’t live with him-
self for having the inappropriate re-
lationship. Mr. Taylor assumed 
inappropriate meant a physical rela-
tionship. Mr. Taylor didn’t believe 
the relationship was a long relation-

ship. It sounded to him like it was a 
couple months. Mr. Taylor did not 
ask for a timeframe. Mr. Davis re-
signed, amicably, and went to Som-
erset County to teach middle school 
band.” 

Taylor took the information to his 
principal, who then reported the situ-
ation to the superintendent of schools 
at the time, according to court records. 

During an interview with investi-
gators, Davis told them he had a con-
sensual relationship with the victim 
after the school year ended, during 
the summer. Charges were filed 
against Davis in Worcester County 
Circuit Court Nov. 28. A motions 
hearing is scheduled for March 6 with 
a jury trial slated for April 3-5. 

The Child Victims Act of 2023, 
which went into effect Oct. 1, has 
eliminated the statute of limitations 
for sexual abuse cases in Maryland. 
Prior to the legislation, abuse sur-
vivors had to file a claim before their 
38th birthday for legal recourse. 

Court hearing set for March 6
Continued from Page 4  
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In December 2023, project repre-
sentatives came to the commission to 
say they’d be replacing the 7-Eleven 
with a Wawa. 

At the time, the commission tabled 
consideration of the Wawa site plan 
because they wanted traffic at the 
busy intersection reviewed and the 
design of the building improved.  

“Make it something special,” 
Cosby said in December. 

Developers returned to the com-
mission this week with updated ren-
derings. Attorney Dirk Widdowson 
said that while the developer had re-
viewed the placement of the store’s 
dumpster based on the commission’s 
December comments, its placement 
had not been changed because  if it 
was moved, passersby on Route 818 
would see its doors opening every 
time it was emptied.  

“Those doors open toward the 
store, not Main Street,” he said. “That 
way when you come on Main Street 
you’ll never see those doors.” 

He added that the dumpster would 
be screened by trees and said the ap-
pearance of the store would also be 
softened by the landscaped “Wel-
come to Berlin” sign the property 
owner planned.  

“It would draw anyone’s eye to 
that,” he said. “We’re a convenience 
store and a fuel dispensing location. 
We can’t hide that.” 

Widdowson said the store Wawa 
had planned for Berlin was a new 
prototype that had only been done in 
Herndon, Va. 

“They really feel they are giving 
Berlin a special building,” he said.  

Property owner Spiro Buas 
showed the commission a few alter-
nate east elevations for the building, 
some featuring a plainer exterior de-
sign and others featuring the use of a 

variety of different building materi-
als.   

While commission members made 
it clear in December they also wanted 
a traffic study done, Planning Direc-
tor Dave Engelhart said the Maryland 
State Highway Administration (SHA) 
deemed it unnecessary because the 
site had already been approved for a 
7-Eleven.  

“They’re satisfied with everything 
that’s been provided to this point,” he 
said. 

Engelhart said he’d received two 
emails from the public regarding the 
project. Resident Marie Velong wrote 
that a stoplight at the intersection 
was needed and resident Gina Velong 
said she was worried about traffic in-
creasing in what was already a bottle-
neck.  

Commission member Matt Stoehr 
said he’d heard similar concerns from 
other residents.  

Buas said he’d asked for a light at 
the intersection years ago but SHA 
wouldn’t do it because of the proxim-
ity to the on and off ramps for Route 
113. He said he would like to see a sig-
nal there but that it was out of his 
control. 

“It makes my property more valu-
able to have a signalized intersec-
tion,” he said.  

He stressed that development of 
the Wawa would include the widen-
ing of Route 818. There would be a 
new right turn lane and the Route 
818 access to Wawa would line up 
with the entrance to the medical com-
plex across the road.  

“We’ve vastly improved what you 
see there,” he said. “There’s going to 
be a huge difference.” 

Commission member Ron Cascio 
said SHA didn’t know the people of 
Berlin like commission members did. 

“State Highway’s not going to be 

Wawa gets through round 1, 
but needs prettier package
Continued from Page 1

 
TOWN OF BERLIN 

 
 

REQUEST FOR   
PROPOSALS 

RFP # 2024 – 03 
Audit Services for Existing   

Information Technology Contract 
and System 

 
 

Due Date: Friday, March 15, 2024 
Time: 3:00 P.M. EST 

 
The Town of Berlin is seeking Pro-

posals for Audit Services for the 
Town’s existing Information Tech-
nology Contract and System. Quali-
fied firms are encouraged to visit the 
Town of Berlin website at 
berlinmd.gov/government/request-
for-proposals/ or contact Town Ad-
ministrator Mary Bohlen at  
410-641-4314 / 
mbohlen@berlinmd.gov for official 
RFP.   

Sealed proposals will be accepted 
until 3:00 PM on Friday, March 15, 
2024. EEO. 

OCD-2/22/2t _________________________________ 
 

 
TOWN OF BERLIN 

 
 

REQUEST FOR   
QUALIFICATIONS 

# 2024 – 01 
Facilities Design and Build   

Services 
 

 

Due Date: Friday, March 29, 2024   
Time: 3:00 P.M. EST 

 
The Town of Berlin is seeking 

RFQs for Design and Build Services 
for three (3) facilities owned and op-
erated by the Town: 1) Partial Reno-
vation of Town Hall; and 2) Complete 
Build of a new Public Works Facility; 
and 3) Complete Build of a new 
Community Center. Qualified firms 
are encouraged to visit the Town of 
Berlin website at berlinmd.gov/gov-
ernment/request-for-proposals/for 
the official RFQ or contact Town Ad-
ministrator Mary Bohlen at 410-
641-4314 / mbohlen@berlinmd.gov 
for the official RFQ. 

Sealed submissions will be ac-
cepted until 3:00 PM on Friday, 
March 29, 2024. EEO. 

OCD-2/22/2t _________________________________ 
 

 
TOWN OF BERLIN, MARYLAND   

NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-01 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 

BERLIN INFRASTRUCTURE 
BONDS, 2024 SERIES A 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE 

COUNCIL OF MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL OF BERLIN (THE 
“TOWN”) PROVIDING FOR THE 
ISSUANCE AND SALE TO THE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
ADMINISTRATION OF GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS IN AN AG-
GREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
NOT EXCEEDING $3,800,000.00 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVID-
ING ALL OR A PORTION OF THE 
FUNDS NECESSARY FOR (I) FI-
NANCING, REIMBURSING 
AND/OR REFINANCING COSTS 
OF THE PROJECTS GENERALLY 
REFERRED TO AS (A) ELECTRIC 
AMI METER SYSTEM AND (B) 
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING, (II) 
FUNDING A PORTION OF A CAP-
ITAL RESERVE FUND AND/OR 
OTHER RESERVES, AND/OR (III) 
PAYING OR REIMBURSING IS-
SUANCE AND OTHER COSTS RE-
LATED TO THE BONDS, 
SUBJECT TO THE FURTHER 
PROVISIONS OF SUCH ORDI-
NANCE. 

The public hearing on the Ordi-
nance will be held at 7:00 PM on 
Monday, March 11, 2024. The Ordi-
nance will be introduced at the 
Mayor and Council’s regular meet-
ing on Monday, February 26, 2024 
and may be considered for passage 
at the March 11, 2024 regular meet-
ing.  The public  hearing and both 
meetings will be held at Berlin Town 
Hall, 10 William Street, 2nd Floor, 
Berlin, MD 21811, beginning at 7:00 
PM. 

The hearing is open to the public 
and public testimony is encouraged.  
Written comments may be submit-
ted by no later than 12:00 PM (noon) 
on Monday, March 11, 2024 as de-
scribed at https://berlinmd.gov/gov-
ernment/council-meetings. 

The Ordinance is available for re-
view at Berlin Town Hall during reg-
ular business hours, Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
or on the Town website at 
www.berlinmd.gov. 

Persons with questions regarding 
this matter may call 410-641-2770. 

OCD-2/22/2t _________________________________ 

Town of Berlin Public Notices
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Architectural upgrade sought
the ones with blood on their hands,” 
he said.  

Commission member Erich Pfeffer 
said commission members spoke as 
representatives for the townspeople. 
Buas said he had a right to build a 
commercial facility on a commer-
cially zoned piece of land the town 
had annexed. Widdowson main-
tained that the only entity that could 
bring a signal to the intersection was 
SHA.  

“You will be turning down a plan 
you already approved,” he said, refer-
encing the commission’s 5-1 vote to 
approve the 7-Eleven in 2021. 

Commission member Matt Stoehr 
said the town had changed in the past 
three years.  

“Do you think without develop-
ment there there’s a better chance 
you’re going to get a traffic light?” 
Buas responded. “If nothing changes 
nothing’s going to change.” 

Commission member Newt Chan-
dler agreed that more development in 
the area could push SHA to install a 
traffic light. Stoehr maintained that 
motorists from westbound Route 50 
turning left and crossing eastbound 
Route 50 to get to the Wawa would 
create dangerous traffic conditions.  

Attorney Regan Smith said the 
town had wanted the property an-
nexed, had charged the property 
owner for water and sewer and had 
approved the site plan for a 7-Eleven 
but now that it was a Wawa, officials 
didn’t support it. He stressed that the 
annexation agreement for the prop-
erty stipulated that it should be a con-
venience store, despite the 
commission’s various concerns.  

“The town leadership is inconsis-
tent with you,” he said.   

Cascio said the commission was 
worried about the health and safety 
of the town’s residents.  

Cosby said he wanted the Wawa 
but felt developers hadn’t heeded his 
request in December for architectural 
improvements. 

“All I asked for was some architec-
tural bones,” he said. “I don’t see it 
here.” 

“It’s horrendous,” Cascio agreed. 
Widdowson said there were plenty 

of buildings in town that had no ar-
chitectural quality. He also said the 
proposed building was built to code.  

“We’ve got to have some guid-
ance,” Widdowson said.  

Cosby said maybe red brick, 
awnings or faux windows would help. 

Buas said Wawa needed direct guid-
ance, as they typically built to a 
town’s code.  

Chandler said he’d be interested in 
what a Cape May Wawa looked like. 

“Those towns have very specific re-
quirements,” said Mike Willey of Sil-
icato Development. 

Steve Fortunato of Bohler Engi-
neering said the group needed pre-
liminary approval Wednesday for 
Wawa to continue moving forward. 
He suggested the commission pro-
vide preliminary approval with a fol-
low-up letter addressing specific 
changes members would like to see to 
the elevations. 

“Most national brands don’t have 
a problem with reasonable modifica-
tions,” he said. “What’s going to be a 
problem is time…What we want to try 
to achieve here is a path forward.” 

Widdowson said Wawa would 
move on if too much time was spent 
in a back-and-forth on design. 

“They are looking at other prop-
erty because they are tired of this,” he 
said. 

Cascio and Stoehr said they would 
not support the project because of 
traffic concerns.  

“I don’t want to lose this project,” 
Cosby said. 

Engelhart pointed out that the 
commission had worked with other 
national chains, including Royal 
Farms, Arby’s, Auto Zone and Dollar 
General in recent years to make their 
designs fit Berlin. 

“We’ve managed to live with fran-
chise architecture and get it altered,” 
he said.  

He added that despite Widdow-
son’s assertions that the project was 
built to code, the code stipulated that 
the planning commission would ap-
prove all architectural elements of a 
project. 

Pfeffer said he understood the de-
veloper couldn’t mandate a light but 
wanted a design that would “speak to 
the character of downtown Berlin.” 

Chandler referenced the design Pf-
effer presented for The Berlin Com-
mons earlier in the meeting.  

“Does that look like Berlin?” Chan-
dler said, holding the rendering up. “I 
don’t think so.”  

Cosby made a motion to approve 
the project subject to architectural 
approval after Wawa submitted new 
plans based on input received during 
the meeting. Project representatives 

See WAWA Page 9
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Toll Free: 800-492-5832 
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6808 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842 • www.shorepro.com

2 BR 2 BA in an OCEAN CITY LANDMARK

11700 COASTAL HIGHWAY 
CAROUSEL  OCEAN CITY 

$559,000

5101 ATLANTIC AVENUE  
WORCESTER HOUSE  OCEAN CITY 

$425,000

DIRECT OCEANFRONT TOP FLOOR 1 BR 1.5 BA CONDO

OCEAN BLOCK NORTH OC 2 BR 2 BA CONDO

1 S 133RD STREET 
CAMELOT  OCEAN CITY 

$499,000

8800 COASTAL HIGHWAY  
SEA TERRACE  OCEAN CITY 

$565,000

OCEANFRONT 2 BR 2 BA UNIT with OCEAN & BAY VIEWS!
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Maryland DNR reports drop 
of 5% in deer harvest totals  

(Feb. 22, 2024) The Maryland De-
partment of Natural Resources re-
cently reported that hunters 
harvested a total 72,642 deer during 
the combined archery, firearms, and 
muzzleloader seasons, from Sept. 8 
through Feb. 3, which was down 5% 
from last year’s numbers. 

According to data from the DNR, 
Worcester County made up for 2,678 
of the total, counting both white-
tailed and sika deer. And while the 
sika numbers were about on par with 
last season, the white-tailed deer to-
tals were down 4.7 percent for the 
county. 

The statewide harvest consisted of 
30,025 antlered and 38,511 antlerless 
white-tailed deer, and 1,912 antlered 
and 2,194 antlerless sika deer. The 
harvest was 5% lower than the 2022-
23 total of 76,687 deer. 

Hunters harvested 7,074 deer on 
Sundays, comprising 10% of the total 
harvest statewide. Hunting deer on 
Sunday is only permitted during cer-
tain weeks in 20 of Maryland’s 23 
counties, including Worcester County. 

The harvest in deer management 
Region A (Western Maryland) de-
creased 4%, from 9,552 deer last year 

See DEER Page 9

A female deer is 

pictured. The 

Maryland 

Department of 

Natural Resources 

recently reported 

the deer harvest 

totals for the 

season, which were 

down 5% from last 

year. 
PHOTO COURTESY  
DEBBIE BLAIR VIA  
DNR PHOTO CONTEST

ATLANTIC DENTAL 
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

PREVENTIVE CARE • INVISALIGN 
PERIODONTAL TREATMENT • FULL MOUTH 
RESTORATIONS • IMPLANT RESTORATIONS 

SMILE ENHANCEMENTS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR OUR CURRENT PATIENTS 

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST  
We have generations of experience and are  
well known for our exceptional dental care.    

We want to help you keep that  
bright and beautiful smile 

every season!
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indicated the input had been vague 
and broad. 

“This is so nebulous,” Widdowson 
said. 

Cascio agreed. “I concur. It’s a hor-
rible system,” he said.  

Cascio said that while Wawa was 
in a hurry Berlin was not. Stoehr 
pointed out that the commission had 
only been presented with the plans 
one time, in December, and that de-
signers hadn’t even worked in the 

comments that had been made then. 
He said historically, when a devel-
oper made an effort to work with the 
town and returned after making im-
provements, a project was approved.  

After multiple iterations of a mo-
tion to approve the project failed, a 
motion for preliminary site plan ap-
proval with the condition that the de-
veloper return with revised elevations 
passed 4-2. Cascio and Stoehr were 
opposed while commission member 
Austin Purnell was absent.  

Continued from Page 7

Wawa proceeds with 4-2 vote

sets, funding, and reserves. The pur-
pose is to get a more solid under-
standing of monetary trends and to 
foster economic decision-making.  

“We are positioned well,” Viola 
said. “We are positioned better than 
when they first came in five years ago. 
Everything we said we would do five 
or six years ago, where we said we 
would be with that balance sheet, is 
where we are.”  

Board treasurer Director Monica 
Rakowski reported that as of Jan. 31, 
the OPA had approximately $14.9 
million in cash, which has increased 
by $1 million from the previous year. 
She said the association has invested 
$10.4 million in Certificate of Deposit 
Account Registry Services, which 
allow better access to Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation coverage in 
the event of bank failure. The remain-
ing $4.5 million is in an insured cash 
sweep, treasury bills, money market, 
and other operating accounts, dis-
tributed between two local banks.  

Rakowski said the fiscal 2025 
budget was adjusted following the 
Feb. 7 public presentation to the 
membership. In addition to the oper-
ating budget, the approved spending 

plan accounts for $15.3 million in op-
erating reserves, $1.6 million in bulk-
head expenses, and $2.7 million for 
road and drainage replacement. 

Assessment interest revenue to re-
serves will be $3.4 million, assess-
ment for non-water properties will 
decrease $36 to $850, and $1,275 is 
allocated for non-water estate assess-
ments. There is $1,465 for water as-
sessment, $2,198 for evaluation of 
water estates, $940 for water non-
bulkhead review, and $1,410 for water 
non-bulkhead estate assessment.  

According to the treasurer, the res-
olution includes a 10% increase in 
pickleball fees, a 7% increase in boat 
slip dues, and a 2% increase in sea-
sonal aquatic memberships. There is 
also a reduction in daily parking rates 
for the Ocean Pines Beach Club, 
which Bylaws and Resolutions Com-
mittee Board Liaison Steve Jacobs 
said is expected to result in a 
$50,000 drop in revenue.   

The budget passed 6-1, with a nay 
vote from Jacobs.  

The meeting can be viewed on the 
Ocean Pines Association’s YouTube 
channel. The next open session of the 
board is scheduled for March 23 at 9 
a.m. 

Continued from Page 1

Association’s finances superb

Deer harvest down in Maryland

to 9,169 this year. Hunters in the 
western counties reported 5,678 
antlered and 3,491 antlerless deer. 

Hunters in Region B — the re-
mainder of the state — harvested 
63,473 deer, down 6% from 67,135 
deer harvested last year. A total of 
26,259 antlered and 37,214 antlerless 

deer were reported in the region. 
Frederick County had the highest 

reported harvest this year, with 6,549 
deer reported. Carroll County fol-
lowed with 5,729, and Garrett County 
was third with 5,108. Baltimore and 
Washington counties rounded out 
the top five with 4,550 and 4,418 
deer, respectively.

Continued from Page 8

HONESTY, DEPENDABILITY,  
PROFESSIONALISM, PRIDE,  
QUALITY 
All too often business will use words like these  
in order to gain the trust of their customers.  
We would like to elaborate...  
PHILOSOPHY 
We believe that strong ethical and moral principals 
are essential for the success and growth of any  
organization. You will realize this the minute you 
walk through our door. 
 
GOAL 
Our Goal is to provide you with the personalized  
service you deserve at a fair price. We will listen to 
your needs and tailor our services to meet them. 
 
INVITATION 
If you desire moral and ethical customer service,  
coupled with professionalism and quality, we  
encourage you to call on us!

CALL TODAY  
to schedule your FREE Estimate

Ocean Bay Plaza, Fenwick Island, De 
1-800-298-9470 • 302-537-1899 

mikesflooringanddesigncenter.com

HOURS: Monday – Friday 9-5 
Saturday 9-4 • Closed Sundays

“We Measure Each Job With A Golden Rule”

CUSTOM quartz countertops!  
CUSTOM kitchen cabinets!  
CUSTOM backsplashes! 

CUSTOM window treatments!  
IN STOCK 20 MIL 
WATERPROOF Luxury Vinyl Plank!  

ARE YOU READY 
FOR THE SEASON?

Is Ready For You!
WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP SHOP!

MIKE'S PROJECT MANAGERS ARE AT YOUR SERVICE! 
Mike’s Flooring & Design Center, FENWICK ISLAND DE.

HUGE SELECTION  
of Floor Coverings!

Up To 24 Month  
0% Financing

Charlie’s
Barber Shop

Regular Haircuts • Fades • Layered Cuts 
Flat Tops • Women’s Short Haircuts  

Hot Lather Neck Shaves 

Call for Appointments 443-944-2240 
10445 Old Ocean City Blvd., Berlin, MD 21811

Looking for Full Time Cosmetologist or Barber  
with Following Ownership Possibility Available

APPOINTMENTS 
NOW AVAILABLE ON SATURDAYS
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PHOTO BY TARA FISCHER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Golfers are pictured leaving the Ocean Pines Golf Club earlier this week.

Ocean Pines board  

reviews projects, 

safety initiatives

(Feb. 22, 2024) The Ocean Pines As-
sociation’s Board of Directors held an 
open meeting on Feb. 17 to address on-
going and upcoming initiatives.  

Safety is a priority for OPA. Ocean 
Pines Chief of Police Tim Robinson said 
the neighborhood's law enforcement has 
partnered with the Worcester County Bi-
cycle and Pedestrian Coalition to evalu-
ate new preventive measures, such as 
speed surveys throughout the commu-
nity. Some assessments will be com-
pleted remotely, while others will be 
done on-site with officers.  

Crosswalks have also been added to 
Ocean Pines. The Maryland Department 
of Transportation helped construct a 
path between Manklin Creek and Race-
track Road for pedestrian and bicyclist 
access to Food Lion. At the same time, 
other foot routes were built between 
Cathell and Ocean Parkway and through 
the Camelot Walking Trail. Lines and 
speed bumps were placed by The 
Manklin Racquet Center. General Man-
ager John Viola said these adjustments 
were developed after community criti-
cism. 

As for racquet sports, Viola said a pro-
totype fence was installed along the line 
from the Manklin Creek baseball field to 
the pickleball court to prevent tres-
passers. After receiving feedback, OPA 
will evaluate the need for a permanent 
barrier. The board has estimated the cost 
to fall between $17,000 and $22,000.  

Maintenance is at the top of the gov-
erning body’s list. The general manager 
said that 35 sections of ditches have been 
cleaned within the last eight months by 
outside contractors for $102,210. “We’re 
seeing many excellent and positive re-
sults,” he said.  

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See FUTURE Page 11
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The expansion of the Yacht Club Tiki 
Bar, which will add additional service to 
the pool area, was discussed. The county 
is reviewing the plans, and OPA hopes to 
have secured the permit within the next 
few weeks. Viola informed that Public 
Works is running a conduit for new elec-
trical service, and Choptank Electric has 
plans to install a new transformer. Ma-
terials for the project have been ordered, 
and the Board of Directors is confident 
the development will be finalized by Me-
morial Day. 

The general manager and his team 
met with Whayland, a contractor based 
in Laurel, Delaware, on Jan. 30 to dis-
cuss design options for the proposed 40-
foot pavilion at the Veteran Memorial 
Park. Once the permit is obtained, OPA 
intends to begin the work. It is expected 
to be completed by May 10, 2024.  

Along those same lines, the board fo-
cuses on community beautification, and 
Viola is forming a work group to create 
a standard for the new electronic signage 
on OPA-owned property. “We’re going 
to list the signs by categories,” he said. 
“See what is regulatory. See what the 
county and the state say we need to do. 
We want to be more consistent.”  

To conclude the meeting, OPA con-
firmed the appointments of new and re-

turning committee members. Don 
Bonafede is set to begin his second term 
in Budget and Finance, John Cacchio 
will start his first tenure for Marine Ac-
tivities, Connie Corbett and Cindy Hoff-
man are joining the Communications 
group, and Camilla Rogers has been 
named a member of the Bylaws and Res-
olutions assembly.  

The next public gathering of the 
Board of Directors is scheduled for 
March 23 from 9 a.m. to noon.  

Future improvements outlined
Continued from Page 10

PHOTO COURTESY DAVID J. LANDIS SR. 

AGING COMMISSION FEATURED 
Pictured, from left, at a recent Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City meeting are Worces-

ter County Commission On Aging Director of Operations Stephen Douglas, Club President Bob Wolf-

ing and Aging Commission Executive Director John Dorrough. Douglas and Dorrough spoke about 

the commission on aging’s programs and efforts to help senior residents. 

From 
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we have  
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landscaping 
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covered.

302-337-3346

Serving Maryland and Delaware  
for over 35 years

Extreme Winter Deal 
15% OFF 

Jobs Contracted And Completed 
Between Now & March 31 
Now Includes Hardscaping 

Some exclusions apply. 
Expires March 31, 2024

Showell Vol. Fire Department 

11620 Worcester Hwy.  

Showell, MD 21862 

410-352-5916

Annual Spring  
Gun Bash 

The Best Gun Bash on the Shore!  
MARCH 2, 2024 
$50 Ticket Includes  

Your Chance to Win 25 Guns, 
1 Gun Safe, 3 Crossbows, 1 UTV 

and 6 Cash Prices  
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302.927.0049
On the corner, south of the stoplight

33034 Main St., Dagsboro
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or email: jaynesreliable@gmail.com

OPEN Fri - Sun
10–4pm 
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Worcester approves new Rural Legacy Area 

(Feb. 22, 2024) A conservation 
easement program proposed for the 
north end of the county could help 
preserve agricultural land near Bish-
opville and Showell.  

The Worcester County Commis-
sioners Feb. 6 approved plans for a 
new 12,000-acre Rural Legacy Area 
for Bishopville-Showell. The state’s 
Rural Legacy program pays landown-
ers for permanent conservation ease-
ments on their properties. 

“Establishing this area is simply 
going to give landowners a new op-
tion, or choices not available to them 
before,” said Katherine Munson of 
Worcester County Environmental 
Programs. 

Currently, Worcester County has 
two legacy areas through the Rural 
Legacy Area (RLA) program — the 
Dividing Creek RLA and the Coastal 
Bays RLA. Funding for the program 
comes from Program Open Space as 
well as general obligation bonds from 
the state’s capital budget, according 
to Bob Mitchell, the county’s director 
of environmental programs. He told 
the commissioners his department 
met with area landowners last August 
to share plans for a potential new 
Rural Legacy Area (RLA).  

“We received overwhelming sup-
port from area landowners that 
they’re really interested in this addi-
tional conservation easement pro-
gram for this area of Worcester 
County, to hold back the Sussex 
County hordes I guess,” he said. 

Munson said Worcester County 

currently had about 23,000 acres 
protected through RLA and MALPF 
(Maryland Agricultural Land Protec-
tion Foundation). About 87,000 
acres of the county is cropland. 

“Worcester County is the third 
most productive agricultural econ-
omy in the state, with $249 million in 
annual value of agricultural products 
sold,” she said. “Our agricultural 
landscape as you know is what at-
tracts many tourists to our county.” 

Most of the protected land, how-
ever, is in the southern part of the 
county. The new RLA would put 

more focus on farmland protection in 
the northern part of the county. 

“We have spoken with numerous 
farmers and landowners in this area,” 
she said. “They’re interested in land 
protection, and they’re concerned 
about impacts of adjacent incompat-
ible land uses.” 

Commissioner Ted Elder said he 
understood the development pres-
sure in the Bishopville area. 

“The north end of the county has 
been ignored on this for a long time,” 
he said. “We have some of the richest 
soil up there. I think some of that 

needs to be protected.” 
When he said he’d like to see an 

even larger RLA there, Munson said 
it could be expanded over time.  

Commissioner Eric Fiori also ex-
pressed support for the new RLA. 

“I want to thank you for all the 
work on this,” he said. “I think it’s re-
ally important.” 

Once the new RLA is approved by 
the state, the county will be able to 
competitively apply for funds to pur-
chase conservation easements from 
willing landowners within the desig-
nated area. 

12,000 acres around 
Bishopville-Showell now 
part of county program
By Charlene Sharpe 
Associate Editor

State change requires $6M more in funding

(Feb. 22, 2024) Local officials are 
asking the state to review a formula 
that would force the county to in-
crease its funding to the Worcester 
County Health Department by $6 
million.  

The Worcester County Commis-
sioners are supporting Health Officer 
Becky Jones as she asks Maryland 
Department of Health officials to re-
view the local contribution required 
by the Core Funding program. If a 
change isn’t made, Worcester County 
will have to increase its Core Funding 
to the health department from $5 
million to $11 million.  

“We would like to be held harmless 
and have a continuation of what was 
agreed upon for this year,” Jones 
said. 

Jones met with the commissioners 
earlier this month to update them on 
her efforts to find out more about the 
match required 
for the Core 
Funding pro-
gram. She said 
she was asking for 
their approval to 
request that the 
state review the 
current match re-
quired. She said she was grateful for 
the Core Funding the health depart-
ment received but that she was con-
cerned about the required local 
match, as Worcester County is now 
expected to increase its match from 
$5,015,910 in FY24 to $11,022,10 in 

FY25. She said she’d searched the 
Code of Maryland Regulations 
(COMAR) to see how the match 
amount was determined.  

“It’s pretty clear in COMAR how 
they determine funding for Core,” she 
said. “The match, however, we’ve had 

difficulty finding 
in regulation.” 

She said 
Worcester County 
currently pro-
vided the second 
highest match 
amount in the 
state, behind only 

Prince George’s County. She said the 
only reference to the match she’d 
been able to find was a sentence in a 
1996 presentation that indicated the 
match was tied to a county’s mean 
property value.  

“Is property value really the best 

representation of our county as a 
whole or are there other metrics that 
should be looked at to define and de-
termine what each individual county 
should be responsible for for their 
match?” she said. “These are ques-
tions we have posed to the state.” 

She said in absence of a defined 
match formula, her department was 
asking the state to hold the county 
harmless for the proposed increased 
and to give Worcester a continuation 
of the agreed upon FY24 match.  

The commissioners voted unani-
mously to support Jones in her efforts 
to maintain the FY24 match level. 

“I think it should be noted you 
have taken the lead statewide on this 
much to the consternation of some of 
your colleagues across the state,” 
Commissioner Chip Bertino said. “It’s 
very much appreciated here at 
home.”

County contribution for 
health department would 
increase to $11 million
By Charlene Sharpe 
Associate Editor

‘We would like to be held 

harmless and have a continuation 

of what was agreed upon for  

this year.’ 

Health Officer Becky Jones

SUBMITTED IMAGE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The new Rural Legacy Area is marked by the dotted line in the image.
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Snapshots

PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER COUNTY GOLD 

WORCESTER GOLD DONATION 
Members of the Ocean City-Berlin Opti-Ms, Inc. pose with a donation the organization made recently 
to Worcester County GOLD. Pictured, from left, are Lorena Christian, Sandy Pacella, Jeannie Powell, 
Mary Gallagher, Connie Podowski, Cindy Ayd, Nancy Jones, and Worcester County GOLD Director 
Nicholas Cranford. 

PHOTO COURTESY OCEAN CITY SURF CLUB 

RISE UP FOUNDATION SUPPORT 
The Ocean City Surf Club recently donated $2,000 to the Rise Up Foundation to support local youth. 
Pictured, from left, are Velda Henry, Rise Up Foundation executive director; Rusty Ruzsin, OC Surf 
Club vice president; Tommy Vach, OC Surf Club president; and Patrick Henry, Rise Up Foundation 
executive director. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

ART CLUB FUN 
Berlin Intermediate School’s After School Art Club students recently made mosaics under the 
guidance of art teacher Joanne Guilfoil. The club is an outreach program of the Art League of Ocean 
City. Above, Hunter Rodriguez and Jacob Boden pose with their mosaics. 

Zoey Brown and Ayla Eade pose with their mosaics. Nola Gisriel holds up her mosaic. Mitchell Leisure poses with his mosaic. 

WINTER 
AWARDS  

Members of the 
seventh and 
eighth grade 
WPS middle 
school boys 

basketball team 
pose with their 

awards. 
Pictured, seated 

from left, are 
seventh graders 
Reed Grinestaff, 

Zac McGovern 
and Emerson 

Bofinger. 
Pictured, 

standing from 
left, are eighth 

graders Liam 
Crowley, Chase 
Thompson and 
Ben Rafinski. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/ 
BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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Scaled down commercial project applauded

(Feb. 22, 2024) Town officials re-
viewed a revised concept plan for a 
commercial building on Jefferson 
Street last week. 

The Berlin Planning Commission 
expressed no major objections to a 
revised concept plan for the Berlin 
Commons presented at last Wednes-
day’s meeting. Property owners Brett 
and Megan Hines have reduced the 
size of the proposed building from 
three stories to one, though the build-
ing will be constructed in a way that 
will make future expansion feasible. 

“I prefer this design to the three-
story design,” commission member 
Matt Stoehr said. “It brings more of 
the commercial element to the area.” 

Commission member Erich Pfef-
fer, who is the architect working on 
the Berlin Commons project, recused 
himself last week to present the re-
vised concept plan. He said the build-
ing was similar to what was presented 
last summer aside from the fact it had 
been scaled back in size. He noted 
that the project would still need ap-
proval from the Berlin Board of Zon-
ing Appeals, as it will need reduced 
setbacks from what is required to be 

built as planned.  
When asked about the purpose of 

the building, Pfeffer said it would be 
comparable to a tasting room. He 
said it would be a space where pa-
trons could taste The Buzz Meadery’s 
products while getting a glimpse of 
the brewing process. 

“That is the intent, to have it be 
visible to the public on some level,” 
he said. 

A resident questioned the rainwa-
ter tanks shown on the plan. Pfeffer 
said the tanks would collect rainwater 
so that it could be used to water the 
site’s plantings and landscaping.  

“We’re trying our best to eliminate 
a big impervious footprint on this 
lot,” he said. 

As proposed, the building would 
also feature rooftop gathering space 
for customers. Commission member 
Pete Cosby said noise could be a con-
cern but complimented operations at 
the Berlin Commons so far. 

“They seem to have done a good 
job holding on to the peace and quiet 
there,” he said. 

While Wednesday’s review yielded 
no real criticism from the commis-
sion, the project will need to return 
for formal site plan approval and will 
also need approval from the board of 
zoning appeals for its proposed re-
duction in setbacks.

By Charlene Sharpe 
Associate Editor

RENDERING COURTESY SEA STUDIO 
The proposed site plan for a redevelopment project at the corner of Gay and Jefferson streets in 

Berlin is pictured. 

Smaller building applauded 
for inside Berlin Commons

Area financial firm planning 
bootcamp for retirement tax 

(Feb. 22, 2024) InFocus Financial 
Advisors, Inc. will host a retirement 
taxation bootcamp next month in 
Ocean Pines for individuals who want 
to learn about managing taxes in re-
tirement, Roth conversation strate-
gies and simplifying Medicare.  

A news rerelease said the classes 
are designed to provide education to 
people approaching retirement, re-
tirees who want to enhance their fi-
nancial circumstances, and anyone 
else interested in maximizing their fi-
nancial strategies for a comfortable 
retirement. 

Financial Advisor Robert Jeter will 
host the three sessions, which are set 
for dates in March at the Ocean Pines 
Public Library.  

The schedule is as follows: 
5 p.m., March 7 — Managing Taxes 

in Retirement 
5 p.m., March 15 — Savvy Roth 

Conversion Strategies 
5 p.m., March 21 — Medicare 

Made Simple 
To register, visit 

retireinfocus.com/taxation-boot-
camp-managing-taxes-in-retirement/ 

For more information and ques-
tions, contact Carol Kurtz at 410-677-
4848, or carolk@retireinfocus.com  

The release said the sessions are 
designed for educational purposes 
only and do not constitute financial 
advice. Attendees are encouraged to 
consult with a qualified financial ad-
visor for personalized guidance. CP

CP

CP

CP

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.
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Your home should be your haven, not a source 
of stress. Are you or your loved ones experiencing 

these situations? 
 

• Struggling with getting dressed? 
• Worried about shower safety? 

• Medication routine a challenge? 
• Breathless after chores? 
• Need help with meals? 

• Tough time grocery shopping? 
• Miss community activities? 

• Feel lonely sometimes? 
 

Trust us for the support you need to live safely, 
comfortably and independently at home. 

Join our satisfied clients who’ve found relief from  
similar challenges in their daily lives. 

Discover Harrison Health at Home today! 
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(Feb. 22, 2024) Last 
week, members of the 
Worcester County Board of 
Education discussed a plan 
to secure funding to con-
tinue the elementary, middle 
and high schools’ summer 
academies during a budget 
work session. 

Coordinator of Instruc-
tion Tamara Mills came be-
fore the school board to 
address the finances re-
quired for the program. Be-
fore COVID, she said, the 
local government funded the 
summer sessions for Ocean 
City Elementary School, 
Berlin Intermediate School, 
Stephen Decatur Middle 
School and Stephen Decatur 
High School. Grants funded 
the other schools’ summer 
academies. The program 
was able to service over 

1,100 students across the 
county each summer over 
the last three years, as op-
posed to the traditional 700 
to 900. 

Mills explained that the 
depleted aid package from 
pandemic programs would 
force WCPS to request 
$377,700 from the county 
commissioners to support 
the northern school’s sum-
mertime programs. They 
will also pursue additional 
avenues of monetary sup-
port, such as the Donnie 
Williams Foundation Grant, 
from which they requested 
$150,000. 

Most of the locally re-
quested money, roughly 
$264,000, is intended for 
staffing, fixed charges, mate-
rials of instruction, and a 
small amount for incentives 
and field trips. At the same 
time, $49,500 will be used for 
bus contractor expenses. Ad-
ditionally, $64,200 is planned 
for employing the schools 
with a registered nurse. 

“We knew already with 

losing some COVID funding 
that we would have to scale 
back,” Mills said. “Even the 
grant-funded schools will 
see a decrease because they 
only have the one grant, 
whereas in the past they 
maybe had two or three 
grant sources.”  

OCES had 12 teachers 
and four educational assis-
tants across five grade levels 
for their summer academy 
last year. Mills said that for 
the upcoming session, they 
are only requesting seven 
educators and hope that it is 
still a realistic figure to serv-
ice all the students who ben-
efit from the program. 

The summer academy 
budget issues have also pre-
sented challenges for Ex-
tended School Year (ESY) 
services. ESY provides 
amenities such as academic, 
physical, and speech therapy 
and life skills to kids with In-
dividualized Education Pro-
grams during the break. 
There is no cost to parents; it 

Summer academies viewed as vital
County school board  
members hear report  
on data, importance

CINDY HOFFMAN/OC TODAY-DISPATCH 

A WATCHFUL EYE 
A heron waits patiently on a tree branch for its next meal. 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See PRESENTATION Page 17

The Berlin Planning Commission’s extended discussion 
last week on the appearance of the Wawa proposed for the 
northern side of town showed just how frustrating these de-
liberations can be for both the developer and the commis-
sion. 

Clearly, they both could use help in determining issues in-
volving architectural aesthetics, what with commission 
members unable to define more precisely what they want to 
see and the developer unable to proceed with confidence 
without solid guidance. 

The best the commission could do for property owner 
Spiro Buas was grant preliminary approval of his site plan 
with the provision that he return with a building that did a 
better of job of reflecting Berlin’s architectural flavor. 

That’s a broad palette, as attorney Dirk Widdowson as-
serted during the session, when he noted there were plenty 
of buildings in town that had no particular architectural style. 

The best solution to the problem, however, came after 
commission member Newt Chandler mentioned his desire to 
see the design Wawa used in Cape May, New Jersey, a Na-
tional Historic Landmark. As the developers pointed out, 
that town and others like it have specific architectural re-
quirements. 

Outside Berlin’s historic district, it doesn’t need and pos-
sibly can’t impose strict rules governing a building’s appear-
ance, but it certainly can develop guidelines, as the Ocean 
City Development Corporation has done in Ocean City. 

While there’s some question in Ocean City about whether 
a “guideline” may be safely ignored by a site plan applicant, 
it remains that developers know it’s easier to go with the pro-
gram and get their approvals than it is to mount a legal chal-
lenge. 

With Wawa asking the town what it needs to do to pass 
the appearance test, and the commission unable to articulate 
what it wants, it’s evident that design guidelines drawn up in 
the fashion of the OCDC’s handbook are the best answer for 
everyone.

Berlin would benefit 
from design guidelines



(Feb. 22, 2024) The Worcester 
County Board of Education hosted a 
budget work session on Feb. 13 at the 
Newark central office. Chief Financial 
Officer Vince Tolbert went over the ex-
pected funding for the fiscal year 2025. 

The estimated numbers are based 
on Gov. Wes Moore’s budget. Tolbert 
explained that there is roughly an 
$800,000 increase in unrestricted 
money, including $354,000 for spe-
cial education, $62,000 for trans-
portation, and $180,000 in 
compensatory aid, an extra amount 
for each child living in poverty. Addi-
tionally, $107,000 will be used for 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
students.  

The county also receives restricted 
funding for the Blueprint for Mary-
land’s Future. Poverty grants from 
the state will increase by $620,000. 
Last year, four schools qualified as 
economically disadvantaged, includ-
ing Pocomoke Elementary School, 
Pocomoke Middle School, Pocomoke 
High School and Cedar Chapel. Snow 
Hill Middle and Buckingham Ele-
mentary were added this year. The 
grants will be limited to just those 
schools and part of the money must 
be used to hire a Community Connec-
tion Person.  

According to Tolbert, support for 
College and Career Readiness (CCR) 
is going down by about $42,000. 
Many WCPS officials fear the impact 
this will have on students. 

“The state took away multiple op-
tions for CCR, which are very impact-
ful for our students because not all 
choose to go to college,” Chief Oper-
ating and Academics Officer Annette 

Wallace said. “Many of our students 
leave Worcester Technical High 
School to become a welder and are 
making six figures. That got taken off 
the table.” 

Transitional supplemental in-
struction, which will affect what sup-
plies and materials the county can 
purchase for reading lessons, is also 
decreasing by $49,000. At the same 
time, the budget for national board-
certified teachers will go up by 
$2,284. Total restricted state funding 
is expected to increase by $689,000.  

Additionally, Tolbert presented 
revenue sources for the school sys-
tems. Worcester’s percentage of state 
money is the lowest county in Mary-
land at 26.3%, while Somerset and 
Wicomico receive over 80% of their 
support from the Maryland govern-
ment. Alternatively, WCPS has the 
highest local funding source. 

The reason for low state financial 
support in WCPS is the wealth-based 
aid funding formula based on prop-
erty assessments and income tax. Be-
cause of Ocean City and the money in 
the north end, Worcester is consid-
ered the wealthiest county in the state 
on a per-pupil basis. 

“We have very little chance of get-
ting additional state funding because 
of that wealth-based formula,” Tol-
bert said. 

is mandated by the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
and the Code of Maryland Regula-
tions (COMAR). 

Mills worries that if the northern 
schools cannot host summer acade-
mies, the 142 ESY students would 
have to be bussed to a grant-funded 
school, like Snow Hill Middle, in-
creasing the ask for transportation 
and disrupting the ability to estimate 
costs.  

Board of Education President 
Todd Ferrante reiterated the impor-
tance of adequate transportation. 
Given the northern schools’ proxim-
ity to Ocean City, parents are busiest 
in the summer and may be unable to 
drive their children to the program. 
Eliminating support from this area 
would only hurt the kids that benefit 
the most.  

“Our north end has fewer students 
living in poverty,” Mills said. “But that 
doesn’t mean they don’t have any. 
Even though OCES may not reach the 
threshold as an entire school to have 
free meals during the school year, 
their summer program was at least 
50% economically disadvantaged, 
which allowed them to get those free 
meals for the summer. Knowing that, 
transportation is critical. If we do not 
provide the transportation, it is an eq-
uity issue. That says that only the stu-
dents whose parents have a way to get 
them to and from are the ones who 
can take advantage.” 

The summer academy is vital to 
many students’ success, Mills said. 
The program includes 90 minutes of 
literacy and an hour of math daily. 
Time is also blocked out for art, gym, 
and music classes. 

“Summer academy is designed to 

look a little different from regular in-
struction,” Mills said. “With students 
in fourth grade and up, we compete 
with summertime to get students 
there.” 
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Continued from Page 16

CFO maintains current  
wealth formula limits 
money Worcester receives
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

School system reviews state funds

Presentation details program 

Maryland casino 
revenues down 
overall in January

(Feb. 22, 2024) Maryland’s six 
casinos combined to generate more 
than $153.24 million in revenue from 
slot machines and table games during 
January, a decrease of more than $14 
million, or 8.4%, compared to a year 
ago.  

According to a news release from 
Maryland Lottery and Gaming, all of 
the casinos reported losses last 
month, with Ocean Downs bringing 
in nearly 13 percent less revenue than 
in January 2023. 

The release said casino gaming 
contributions to the state for the 
month totaled nearly $63.2 million, a 
decrease of more than $7.5 million, or 
10.6%; and contributions to the Edu-
cation Trust Fund were down 11.2%.  

The totals were similar to the 
numbers from January 2022, when 
gaming revenues were $153.8 mil-
lion, and contributions to the state 
were $62.5 million, with $45.5 mil-
lion going to the Education Trust 
Fund. 

Ocean Downs fared better for the 
month than two of the casinos in 
Maryland — Rocky Gap in Allegany 
County and Horseshoe in Baltimore 
— while the other three reported 
lower percentage losses.

$1,595.
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“The Place That Does It All”

WE PAY CA$H!
For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

NEW TRAILERS FOR SALE / MAINE TAGS AVAILABLE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED 
VEHICLES for SALE

MD STATE 
INSPECTED 

BUY HERE, 
PAY HERE!

• ‘15 HONDA CRV 
• ‘12 HYUNDAI ACCENT  
• ‘17 HONDA CRV LX 
• ‘08 SUBURU OUTBACK 
• ‘20 CHEVY SILVERADO 
• ‘13 KIA FORTE

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Neccessary 

 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

HARD – 50

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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Thurs., Feb. 22 
FINANCIAL LITERACY: CYBER LIABILITY WITH 
BRADLEY ATLANTIC 
Berlin Maryland Welcome Center, 14 S. 
Main St., 8 a.m. Breakfast and coffee pro-
vided. Free. https://www.eventbrite.com 
/cc/fls-2024-2945089?utm-campaign=so-
cial&amp;utm-content=creatorshare 
&amp;utm-medium=discovery&amp;utm-
term=odclsxcollection&amp;utm-
source=cp&amp;aff=escb 

STORY TIME: ‘ALL BECAUSE YOU MATTER’ 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. Cele-
brate Black History Month with this wonder-
ful book by Tami Charles. For ages 2-5 years. 
410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PLAY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 a.m. 
Join in for a variety of activities and toys. 
Play and socialize with other families. For 
ages 2-5 years. 410-632-3495 

SAM.GOV SIMPLIFIED - WEBINAR 
Completing your SAM profile, strategies to 
earn federal contracts and grants and quali-
fications for federal work, 12-1 p.m. Regis-
ter: https://marylandcapital.org/education. 

NEIL YOUNG: BLUE-COLLAR ICON 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. From 
Neil Young’s years with Buffalo Springfield 
to “Rockin’ in the Free World.” Frank 
DeLucco and Harry Burkett discuss his en-
during 60-year career. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

HANDWRITING CLASS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch, 
13 Harrison Ave., 4 p.m. Handwriting 
Class 3 - Cursive. Third of three classes 
that build upon one another. For ages 8 
years and older. 410-641-0650. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PILATES FOR BEGINNERS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Joyce Landsman teaches this class that can 
improve flexibility, strength and muscle 
tone. Can be done on a mat or in a chair. 
410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PROFILE COLLAGES 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 5 p.m. Create a col-
lage of your profile during this relaxing art 
session. Limit 15. Registration necessary: 
410-957-0878. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

POTIONS & REMEDIES: THE HISTORY OF 
APOTHECARIES 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5 p.m. 
From Deadly Nightshade to Arsenic (and 
everything in between); come learn about 

the apothecaries of yore while making your 
own soothing balm. Allergy notice: co-
conut oil. 410-632-3495 

ROMANCE BOOK CLUB: ‘THE ROMANTIC 
AGENDA’ BY CLAIRE KANN 
The Buzzed Word, 11805 Coastal Highway, 
Ocean City, 6 p.m. Join the Ocean City Li-
brary with The Buzzed Word for an after-
noon of Queer Romance and Wine. 
410-524-1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BEACH SINGLE 55 PLUS MEET AND GREET 
Thursdays - Harpoon Hanna’s, 39064 
Harpoon Road, Fenwick Island, DE, 4-6 
p.m. 302-436-9577, BeachSingles.org 

Fri., Feb. 23 
HOMESCHOOL CREATIVE WRITING FOR 
TEENS 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 a.m. 
Creative writing program that helps with 
vocabulary, imaginative thinking, literary 
knowledge and social enrichment. This 
program is geared for upper elementary to 
middle school, but all are welcome. 

MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own 
tile set. All are welcome. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FRIDAY MATINEE 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 2 p.m. American 
biographical war film that depicts the 
friendship between Tom Hudner and Jesse 
Brown, the first African American carrier 
pilot in the U.S. Navy. Light refreshments 
served. 410-957-0878 

CREATIVE AGING WITH CARE: BOOK MAKING 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Learn 
the fold and stitch version of making a 
book in this three-session class. Fill them 
with family stories, photos and artistic em-
bellishments. Registration required: 410-
208-4014. 

Sat., Feb. 24 
LOVE ON TAP CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL 
Seacrets, 117 49th St., Ocean City, 1-5 p.m. 
Featuring live music, unlimited beer tast-
ings and a commemorative cup. General 
admission, VIP and Designated Driver 
tickets available. Tickets: 
https://www.shorecraftbeerfest.com/love-
on-tap.html. 

CREATIVE KIDS CRAFT TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Stop by anytime during the day to get 

crafty with the group as they create color-
ful rainbow art together. All ages. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

CRAFTY SATURDAY: CELEBRATE BLACK  
HISTORY MONTH! 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. Cele-
brate Black History Month with some fun 
crafts. All ages are welcome. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FRIED/BAKED CHICKEN N DUMPLINGS 
PLATTERS TO GO 
Calvary United Methodist Church, 8607 
Ironshire Station Road, Berlin. 10:30 a.m. 
Platters cost $15 and come with two sides 
and a roll. Sides: homemade potato salad, 
Mac n cheese, greens and string beans. 
Also: rice pudding, corn bread, drinks, 
bread pudding, pies, cakes and more. 

BOOK SIGNING WITH AL ‘HONDO’ HANDY 
Ocean City Life-Saving Museum, 813 S. At-
lantic Ave., 11 a.m.-noon. Meet local author 
Al “Hondo” Handy and learn about what it 
means to persevere. Books available for 
purchase. Free admission for book signing. 
Drawing for a free book before book sign-
ing. 410-289-4991 

VETERANS UPWARD BOUND PROGRAM 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 11 a.m. Preparing 
veterans for success in college by bringing 
them up to speed on critical math and 
English skills. Assistance with VA educa-
tion, disability benefits, college admissions 
and more. 410-957-0878 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 Ocean 
Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for everything 
from fresh local produce to unique hand-
made artisan goods. Open to the public. 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BREAKFAST BUFFET 
Whaleyville United Methodist Church, 
11716 Sheppards Crossing Road, 7-10 a.m. 
Cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children. 
Buffet will include pancakes, bacon, 
sausage, scrapple, scrambled eggs, chipped 
beef, hash brown potatoes, toast, fruit and 
assorted beverages. 

Sun., Feb. 25 
OCEAN DOWNS CASINO SUPPORTS THE 
GRACE CENTER 
Ocean Downs Casino, 10218 Racetrack 
Road, Berlin, 2-6 p.m. Participate in the 
Reel Difference Charity Slot Tournament. 
Cost is $20 per try. For each $20 get $20 
in free play and one play on the slots tour-
nament machine. Spin to win. Benefits 
Grace Center. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., Feb. 26 
3-DAY WATERCOLOR WORKSHOP WITH MICK 
MCANDREWS 
Art League of Ocean City - Center for the 
Arts, 502 94th St., 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 3-
Day Sophisticated Simplicity in Water-
color. Held Feb. 26-28. Cost is $325 for 
members and $406 for non-members. 
Register: https://canvas.artleagueofo-
ceancity.org/classes/1191 or 410-524-
9433. 

STORY TIME: BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories celebrating 
Black History Month. For ages 2-5 years. 
410-524-1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

CREATIVE AGING WITH CARE: BOOK MAKING 
Berlin 50plus Center, 10129 Old Ocean 
City Blvd., 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Learn the fold 
and stitch version of making a book in this 
three-session class held Feb. 26-28. Once 
completed, them with family stories and 
artistic embellishments. Limit 16. 443-
783-6164 

WRITING FOR WELLNESS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1:30 p.m. 
Writing about stressful experiences like ill-
ness may boost health and psychological 
well-being. Group uses exercises to stimu-
late creative expression. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

TOWN CATS FUNDRAISER 
Burley Oak Brewing Company, 10016 Old 
Ocean City Blvd., Berlin, 6-9 p.m. DJ, 
guest bartenders, mystery boxes and bas-
ket auction. 

TO PRESERVE SLAVERY: HUMAN BONDAGE 
AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
This talk by University of Maryland histo-
rian Richard Bell examines the “1619 Proj-
ect,” 6:30 p.m. Is it supportable? What’s 
the evidence? Registration required: 443-
783-6164. 

VIRTUAL POETRY READING 
Wor-Wic Community College is inviting 
the public to a free virtual poetry reading 
by Ina Cariño via Zoom, 7 p.m. Visit the 
events section of www.worwic.edu for 
more information. 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community Cen-
ter, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
All ladies who love to sing invited. Mary, 
410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-7062. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Continued on Page 20

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.
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Tues., Feb. 27 
PLAY DAY 

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m. Social-
ize with friends and play with a variety to 
toys. For ages 2-5 years. 410-957-0878, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org. 

FREE PLAY DAY AND CRAFTS 

Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch, 
13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. Make new 
friends with play and improve language 
and motor skill development. For ages 2-5 
years. 410-641-0650, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

OC KNITTING GROUP 

Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? Bring 
whatever project you happen to be work-
ing on. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BUILD AND EXPAND YOUR BUSINESS 

Community Foundation of the Eastern 
Shore, 1324 Belmont Ave., Suite. 401, Sal-
isbury, 12-1 p.m. Discover the world of 
Merchant Services and understand their 
pivotal role in modern business opera-
tions. Bring your lunch. Also virtual. Regis-
ter: 

https://marylandcapital.org/education. 

BEACH HEROES-OC 

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves provided. 
Check the Facebook page “Beach Heroes-
OC” for weekly meeting locations. All are 
welcome. 

FREEDOM QUILT CRAFT 

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 4 p.m. Celebrate 
Black History Month by learning about the 
codes hidden in Freedom Quilts and craft 
your own using construction paper. For 
ages 6-12 years. 410-957-0878 

WOR-WIC HOSTS DUAL ENROLLMENT INFO 

SESSION 

Wor-Wic Community College - Guerrieri 
Hall, 32000 Campus Drive, Salisbury, 6 p.m. 
Learn about how high school students can 
earn college credits while they are juniors 
and seniors in high school. Visit the events 
section of www.worwic.edu to register. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 

Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

CHRISTIAN CONVERSATIONS 

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 6 p.m. Held Tuesday Feb. 

20-March 26. A free moderated group dis-
cussion based on the works of C.S. Lewis. 
Everyone is welcome. Explore a great op-
portunity for Lenten reflection. 410-641-
7052 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th St., 
Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with op-
tional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 

Tuesdays - Worcester County Health De-
partment, 9730 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly support 
and education group promoting weight 
loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-289-4725 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 

Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and oth-
ers interested in watching or learning more 
are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No partner re-
quired. Info: TangobytheBeach.com. 

Wed., Feb. 28 
STUFFED ANIMAL SLEEPOVER 

Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Bring your stuffed animal and blanket 
and listen to fun stories, songs and 
rhymes. Pajamas are encouraged. Leave 
your stuffed animal overnight and pick up 

Feb. 29, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. For ages 2-5 
years. 410-524-1818 

HEART HEALTHY DIET SEMINAR WITH  

REGISTERED DIETITIAN KATIE DORSCH 

Ocean City 50plus Center, 104 41st St., 1-2 
p.m. Atlantic General registered dietitian 
Katie Dorsch will host a presentation and 
cooking demonstration on Heart Healthy 
Diets. Alyce Marzola, 410-641-9268 

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY ON THE  

EASTERN SHORE 

Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch, 
13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. The Taylor House 
Museum will talk about African American 
heritage and culture on the Eastern Shore. 
410-641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 3-
4:30 p.m. The goal of the support group is 
to provide participants with hope for the 
future. Gail Mansell, 410-641-9725, 
gmansell@atlanticgeneral.org 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, Assateague Room, 239 Ocean 
Parkway, 8 a.m. Doors open at 7:30 a.m. 
Third Wednesday meetings are offsite and 
will be updated monthly on the website 
and Facebook. Guests are welcome. 
www.kiwanisofopoc.org 

Continued from Page 19
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Seeking Housekeeper F/T, 
YR. Seatime Condominiums, 

135th St. Apply in person. 
410-250-2262 

 

Smal Engine Mechanic 
Year-round. 

Competitive Wages. 
443-754-1047 

BOOKKEEPER NEEDED 
Full time. Flexible hours  
available. Fruitland, MD.  

Excellent pay. Real Estate & 
Property Rental. Must have 

Degree in Accounting. 
Please email your 

resume/contact info to  
office@ 

fenzelinvestments.com 
 

Pool -  
General Maintenance.  

Outdoor work, lifting heavy 
objects. Mechanical, basic 

pool pump & motors,  
CPO a plus / not required.  

Able to pass CPO test.  
Summer includes weekends 
& long hours; working alone 

or with others 
410-289-4902 

 ask for Suzanne. 
 

YR Apartment, 3BR/2BA -  
2 parking spots, Downtown 
Berlin, $1,550/month plus 
utilities, security deposit  
required. 410-375-1035 

Summer Seasonal Rental, 
2BR/1 bath, Garage Apt., 

Bayside on 26th St.  
Occupancy six, $13,000 plus 
$1,000 security dep. Comes 
with A/C, parking for 1, free 

Wi-Fi and shared laundry  
facilities. Resort Rentals, 

410-524-0295. 

Looking for four months 
Summer Rental in Ocean 
City. Gentleman works on 
beach full-time downtown 

for local business. Excellent 
references. Call or text 
Charles, 410-294-1028 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals! Call Howard Martin 
Realty 410-352-5555. 
 

 

ROOMMATES 

Houseshare. Furnished 
rooms in South Ocean Pines. 

All inclusive. $800 per 
month. Year-round.  

No smoking. No pets.  
Call 443-880-2317. 

 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Classifieds 
410-723-6397 

www.baysideoc.com 
www.oceancitytoday.net

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS

ROOMMATES

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

Call 410-723-6397 
by Monday 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week and online at  

oceancitytoday.com & baysideoc.com
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OFF SEASON 
RENTALS 

Utililites Included 

CONTACT US AT 
burgundyinn@gmail.com 

410-289-8581

Hiring Cooks, Audio/Video 
Techs, Maintenance Staff, 

Painters, Carpenter,  
Plumber, Housekeeper,  
Liquor Store Attendant,  
Boat Mates, Receivers,  

Event Space Housekeeper  
Apply in person or online at 

seacrets.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Now Hiring Summer 
2024 Positions for  

Sun Outdoors  
Ocean City!  

Looking for bartenders, 
cashiers, cooks,  

housekeepers, activities 
attendants, front desk 
agents, security, and  

maintenance!   
Starting at  

$15/hour and up!  
Call 410-213-0097 or 

email careers@ 
eoshospitality.com  

to inquire.

CARPENTERS & CARPENTERS HELPERS 
Must have 

Tools, Transportation, Drivers License 
Experience Preferred 

PATTERSON & SONS BUILDERS 
rhp510@aol.com 

410-641-9530 

O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.oceancitytoday.com

Farmers Bank of Willards has a full-time Per-
sonal Banker position available for our 87th St.
Ocean City  location and our Willards, MD loca-
tion. Looking for professional and motivated indi-
viduals with extraordinary customer service skills.
Cash handling experience & excellent computer
skills a must.

Please email resume to 
kris.derickson@fbwbank.com

Application cut off is 3-1-2024
“Equal Employment Opportunity-Affirmative Action Employer”

FULL-TIME 
PERSONAL BANKER

Are you a team player? Someone who follows through?
Need a chance to make your mark, and make a difference?

We are looking to add a talented person to our
high-energy team.

Candidates should have a customer-service background,
and be extremely detail-oriented. This is a chance to shine
with your multi-tasking tools, and to build and maintain a
customer base. You must be proficient in Microsoft Office,
have strong communication skills and a terrific work ethic.

This is your golden opportunity to join a winning team.

E-mail resume with OFFICE MANAGER in the subject line to:
AdSales@coastalpoint.com

OFFICE MANAGER/SALES

Farmers Bank of Willards has a full-time Per-
sonal Banker position available for our 87th St. 
Ocean City, MD location and our Willards, MD 
location. Looking for professional and motivated 
individuals with extraordinary customer service 
skills. Cash handling experience & excellent 
computer skills a must.

Worcester County Health Department  
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALIST TRAINEE - Full 
Time, State Benefits. This position will perform inspections 
and investigations to ensure compliance with environmental 
health laws and regulations in various programs, which  
include Public Swimming Pools/Spa Compliance, Food  
Service Facility Compliance, Rabies Prevention & Vector 
Borne Disease, Nuisance Complaint Investigations and 
Abatement.   
At the time of hire, the selected applicant must possess a  
certificate of eligibility to be licensed as an Environmental 
Health Specialist from the Maryland Board of Environmental 
Health Specialists. Valid driver’s license and background 
check required.       

APPLY ONLINE at www.jobapscloud.com/md by  
February 28, 2024.      

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer. We do not discriminate on 
the basis of race, gender, religion, color, sex, age, national origin or 
disability. Appropriate accommodations for individuals with disabilities 
are available upon request by calling 410-632-1100 ext. 1221.

 

Ocean Aviation 
Flight Academy 

seeks  
Office Assistant 

 
Growing Flight Academy with campuses in Berlin, Maryland 
and Georgetown, Delaware seeks Exceptional Candidate to 
join our team. Professional Friendly office environment. F/T. 

Weekend availability is a plus. Year Around Position.  
Responsible for student interaction, dispatch and check in 

of flights, filing, retail sales and keeping our offices neat and 
clean. Must be customer oriented and be proficient in data 

entry and have good computer skills. Previous office or  
educational experience necessary.     

Please forward resume to mfreed@flyoceanaviation.com  
We prefer initial contact be through e-mail only. Qualified 

applicants will be contacted for in person interviews.  

    
 
 
 

KITCHEN SUPERVISOR 
BAR SUPERVISOR  

Coconuts at The Castle in the Sand Hotel is looking to  
add to our management team with one front of the house 

supervisor, one back of the house supervisor. MUST HAVE  
EXPERIENCE. Full-time seasonal positions starting at  
up to $19/hour, pay commensurate with experience.  

Send resume to jeff@castleinthesand.com or  
apply in person at Castle in the Sand Hotel,  

37th Street and Oceanfront, Ocean City.

Now Hiring Year-Round 
GM Position  

Great starting salary, paid 
vacation. Must have 

restaurant experience.   
Apply in person at  

The Greene Turtle West 
OC on Route 611.

AA/EOE

• Night Watch
• General Clerical

PART-TIME
POSITIONS

Apply online:
DelawareStateJobs.com

SEASONAL 
POSITIONS

Continued on Page 23



COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

BaysideOC.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES D E N TA LDENTAL
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MD Lic #2268   Worces
Residential/Commerc

 

 

ter Co Lic #M1337
ial/Emergencies! 

ELECTRICIAN

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs 
• Roof Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing • 
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters 
• Gutter Guards 

• Screening 
• Painting 

• Staining 
• Caulking

PARRISH
HANDYMANFurniture repair

Peter’s Repair Shop

Furniture Repair 
& Refinishing

Free Pick-Up & Delivery 

410-603-7582

FURNITURE REPAIR

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
All phases of home improvements 

No job too small - No job too large 
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES 
Over 45 years 

experience

MHIC 
#83501 410-641-7548

HOME IMPROVEMENT

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
 
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

ovement”roImpr
for Home 

oday!To1

ovement Design & Bert

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
 
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
 
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

isa VieWeW accept MC/V

pes of Custom Remodeling.yTyAll 
Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  Specializing in 

T

home improvement

(410) 6411-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY

Dirty Ducts, LLC 
HVAC Duct & Dryer Vent Cleaning

Joseph Payne 
Manager 

jpayma200@gmail.com

5 Southwind Court 
Berlin, MD 21811 
Family Owned & Operated 484-744-9309

HVAC

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICES

MVA licensed
NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

Open Mon., Fri., 9-2 & Wed. 9-5

MVA LICENSED PAINTING

mental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING
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PRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN

REAL ESTATE ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989  

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
   mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com 
   www.shoresidingmd.com                    *Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFING

DIRECTORY

POWERWASHING

all services     
           w/this ad!

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

Year round  
services 

w/yearly & 
seasonal  

rates

Hot Water, Powerwashing 
& Soft Wash Systems

• Deck Staining 
• Decks • Docks 

• Houses • Restaurants 
•  Shopping Centers  
•  Roofs •  & More

MHIC 97081 
Ocean City 34629 • Delaware 2004 222 381 

Licensed & Insured
410-603-3400 
Joe Beran/Owner Operator 
acms1st@gmail.com

Commercial & Residential • Complete Exterior Cleaning
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH

Pete C. Harrison, Sr. 
27805 Greenwood Road 
Denton, Maryland 21629

MHIC #35534 
Business: 410-820-6969 

Cell: 443-496-0726
www.pavemasterpaving.net

PAVING

ROOFING
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For Sale: 2BR/2BA,  
Waterfront Condo with 

deeded boat slip.  
$424,900.  Contact Rick,  

1-610-751-5203. 

 

COMMERCIAL 

Office Space For Rent: 
Looking for space, comfort 
and great views? Spacious, 
climate-controlled corner  

office available, with use of 
conference room and  

reception area, in a modern, 
well-maintained building, in 
prime Ocean City location. 

Call 410-524-3440  
for appointment. 

Industrial Warehouse.  
Space: 1500 sq. ft.  

Masonry construction, 18’ 
high ceiling, large garage 

door, bathroom.  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

 

1 Office/Retail Space  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 

 

DONATIONS 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 
 

Sailboat For Sale. 1976,  
27’ Catalina Yachts.  

Best Offer. Call for details, 
443-880-7453. 

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL BOATS/PWC 

Classifieds ~ 410-723-6397 
www.baysideoc.com 

www.oceancitytoday.com 
By Monday, 5 p.m.

DONATIONSCOMMERCIAL

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

MISC./OTHER

The hole in my boot 
Allows the snow to  

find me 
Hiding in my sock!

Commercial Warehouses 
600 and 800 sq. ft. spaces 

West Ocean City and 
Bishopville, MD 

Yearly Leases Only 

Call 646-812-1212

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator. $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Pay-
ment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-855-
993-0969 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Switch to DISH and get up to 
a $300 gift card! Plus get the 
Multisport pack included for a 
limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-855-407-6870 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SERVICES 

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and shower 
systems at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Call 
Now! 877-738-0991. 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228  

www.dental50plus.com/ 
MDDC#6258 

VEHICLES WANTED 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA  
licensed #W1044.  

410-228-8437  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

Advertise in  
MDDC  

410-723-6397  
Deadline is Wednesday of the 

week prior to publication. 

Classifieds 410-723-6397

Continued from Page 21

www.baysideoc.com ~ www.oceancitytoday.com
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