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A crafty resident created a miniature snow man on top of the mailboxes on Sundial Circle to greet

people as they picked up their mail on Monday.
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Berlin residents offer
input on town’s future

Parking availability remains
major concern shared by
many at planning meeting

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 18, 2024) Berlin residents
had the opportunity to offer observa-
tions and ask questions at a strategic
planning meeting hosted by the Sal-
isbury University Business Economic
and Community Outreach Network
last Wednesday at the Berlin Li-
brary.

With the Town Council present,
residents hit on subjects such as their
discontentment with parking, electric
bills, stormwater drainage, and the
lack of child-focused summer and af-
terschool activities.

“The parking needs improve-
ment,” said Jim Meckley, who moved
to the area eight years ago. “I don’t
like to point to just the merchants,
but if I walk out there right now, I can
count about five or six people who are
parked at the same place they’ve been
for the last 20 years, and it’s blocked
right in front of their store. I think

that’s a problem.”

Resident Gus Glikas added that
some streets are too narrow to sup-
port parking on both sides and cited
Walnut Hill as an example. He main-
tained that fire and rescue vehicles
have difficulty accessing the road.

Berlin officials held a closed meet-
ing on Jan. 8 to address the parking
situation and are considering buying
property for that purpose. Even
though the details of such an acquisi-
tion are confidential for now, resi-
dents have expressed their
approval.

“I'think it’s a great solution, I think
it’s a no-brainer,” business owner
Emily Vocke told WBOC. “I don’t see
how we can grow or even maintain
the way we are now.”

The possibility of paid parking also
came up in during the session, with
the audience expressing its approval,
even though implementing metered
parking is only a suggestion at this
point. Free lots would still be avail-
able near Stephen Decatur Park.

As for the cost of the town’s elec-
tric service, Cam Bunting of Bunting

See STORMWATER Page 3

Noncontroversial OP budget
works way through process

Board wary of increasing
slip fees up to 15 percent
in draft document proposal

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Jan. 18, 2024) The Ocean Pines
Board of Directors met last Thursday
to review the proposed budget for
Fiscal Year 24-25, and it continues to
appear that most Ocean Pines resi-
dents will see another decrease in
their lot assessments this year.

The board heard from General
Manager John Viola and his financial
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team as well as directors of the vari-
ous departments during discussions
of various price increases, capital ex-
penses and priorities.

In the proposed budget, marina
boat slip fees would increase 15 per-
cent, but Directors Jeff Heavener
and John Learner both agreed that
would be too steep. Another way to
increase revenue might be to add
boat slips, Director Steve Jacobs sug-
gested.

During the public comment pe-
riod, resident Don Walski suggested
that dockmaster Ron Fisher look at

See DRAFT Page 4
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A wayfinding sign directs drivers and pedestrians to attractions in and around Main Street in down-
town Berlin.

Stormwater concerns expressed

Continued from Page 1
Realty argued that Berlin residents
pay the highest rates in the county.

As the chair of the Local Develop-
ment Committee, which oversees the
distribution of the local shares of
Ocean Downs’ gambling proceeds,
she suggested that the town uses the
casino money to lower the fees
charged to residents. “It’s been my
driving goal. We're paying too
much.”

Stormwater was also mentioned,
and while it was acknowledged that it
is more of a county issue, some resi-
dents believe the town must begin to
look at the problem itself with more
urgency. September saw a storm that
drowned the town in 14 inches of rain,
making travel on Burley and Flower
Street almost impossible.

Audience  member  Patricia
Dufendach emphasized that Berlin is
a flood zone and that stormwater
damages buildings, plantings, and
emergency vehicle access. “It is a
huge deficiency. We've had our 100-
year flood, but I don’t think it will be
100 years before we see it again. If we
want it dealt with, we must do it our-
selves,” she said.

Another priority for the town’s res-
idents is attracting and sustaining
younger families. One way they hope
to accomplish this is with child-

friendly activities. While Berlin is a
thriving community with boutiques,
restaurants, and bars, it lacks skate
parks, a pool, and a YMCA, support-
ers of that effort said.

According to Bunting, there are
discussions of developing a commu-
nity center on Flower Street, and
Dufendach, a member of the parks
commission, backed the idea of busi-
ness-sponsored events such as bas-
ketball or pickleball tournaments.

Meckley urged the council to in-
crease the police presence and to re-
duced the speed limit near Seaside
Dance Academy to improve safety
there.

“People speed down the narrow
road,” he said. “A kid could step off
that curb and get plowed. With more
police patrolling this area and others,
it’s a win-win situation.”

Despite Berlin’s challenges, meet-
ing attendees reiterated their overall
satisfaction with the town.

“We have great stores and restau-
rants,” Meckley said. “We have a
town that gets along and has lots of
activities. We have a hospital. We
have plenty of doctors. There’s a great
school district. We have a local gov-
ernment that cares about us. We're
lucky.

“We live in a bubble, and that’s
why we’re here,” Meckley said.
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The OPA proposed budget includes funding to rehab the building beyond the driving range to provide space for lessons during the winter, storage and office space.

Draft budget focuses on improved amenities

Continued from Page 1
other residential marinas for price
comparisons and not OC Fishing

Fisher said he had proposed a five
percent increase last year, but the
board turned that down. Since then,

he told the board, insurance and
labor costs have gone up.

“It’s an amenity and probably the
best price in town,” Viola said, adding

Center, which accommodates larger
fishing vessels.

The marina boat slip fees have not
been increased in three to four years.
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that any price change is a board deci-
sion at this point.

Increased costs, including credit
card fees, are having an effect on the
marina and other amenities. Board
Director Stuart Lackernick suggested
they switch to Square to process
credit cards. He said he has done that
with his business and it has saved
him a great deal of money. Viola said
they would look into it. During public
comments, resident Sherrie Clifford
suggested a minimum charge of $10
for credit cards to encourage the use
of cash and save on credit card fees.

Elsewhere in the budget, aquatics
prices and the proposal to reopen the
snack bar at the swim and racquet
club triggered extensive discussion.
There is currently a $75,000 deficit in
the aquatics program.

No increase in daily or weekly fees
have been proposed this year. The
board discussed a nominal increase
in the rate to cover the deficit and
avoid larger increases later. There
was also discussion about increasing
nonresident rates, which amounts to
10 percent of users.

Linda Martin clarified that outside
food would be allowed at the pool if
they open the snack bar at the swim
and racquet club. Opening the snack
bar is not expected to be a revenue
enhancer, but to improve the cus-
tomer experience.

During public comments, Clifford
also said lifeguards should be paid
more than $15 an hour, since that is
the current minimum wage.

A three percent increase in beach
parking has been proposed. A typo on
the budget documents caused some
confusion in that regard, as the in-
crease for day parking is proposed at
$50, not $75.

The Rec and Parks Department
will be raising fees across the board,

including charges for the dog park,
farmers market, leagues, classes and
camps.

There was discussion on the floor-
ing in the community center gymna-
sium. A committee is being
assembled to look at the entire build-
ing and make recommendations,
Viola said. There was also talk of pro-
viding a few ADA compliant play-
ground pieces in Bainbridge Park and
creating a fully inclusive playground
in another location.

The racquet sports are looking to-
wards a banner year, according to Di-
rector Tim Johnson. He expects to
run more programs and tournaments
this year. He is working with local
schools to get junior programs off the
ground.

There was debate on the member-
ship rate for Pickleball, with the
board wondering if the fee should in-
crease due to its popularity. Johnson
had said some people think that
might thin the herd and address the
issue of overcrowding. There was also
the suggestion that the courts at the
swim and racquet club be turned into
Pickleball courts. Options are being
considered but Pickleball players like
to gather together at the racquet com-
plex, according to Johnson.

There is a softer market for the
other racquet sports, apparently, so
there was concern about raising those
fees.

Fencing is an issue at the complex,
with people jumping over the current
fences to play on the courts for free.
Viola is looking at pricing for fencing
similar to the golf course wrought
iron fencing.

Renovations of the current build-
ing will provide everything needed
for the employees and the commu-
nity, including more bathrooms, a
pro shop, storage, and office space,
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Fencing like the wrought iron fencing used around the golf course is being considered for the rac-
quet club to keep people from jumping the current fence to play for free.

Golf course drives new revenue

according to Johnson.

The revenue king for Ocean Pines
is the golf course. The installation of
the new irrigation system will be a
four- to five-year process. Justin
Hartsborne, the director of golf main-
tenance, said he is not too concerned
about the impact on golfers. The
work will be conducted from Novem-
ber through March each year with
minimal disruption to the course, he
said.

“We will just close the hole we are
working on,” Justin said, adding that
the course has a 19th hole, so this will
allow golfers to play 18 holes, even
with one hole closed.

The big driver for revenue is the
package play, resident play and mem-
bership.

There are plans to enhance the
building at the end of the driving
range to provide lessons during the
winter, storage and office space. It is
expected that this renovation will be
complete before the summer.

Matt Ortt joined the board for a
discussion of the beach, yacht and
golf club venues.

He believes he has a 95 percent
chance of hitting his numbers for all
of these venues.

He reported seeing an influx of
banquets and he is pushing smaller
banquets to the clubhouse. He is also
getting substantial money back with
rebate programs with vendors, by
consolidating orders for all three ven-
ues. This keeps costs down and the
rebates come in March, during the off
season, he said.

He did caution that the holiday
season was a little down for most area
venues. People are watching their
spending these days, Ortt said.

“I am trying to give you numbers
with certainty. Our goal is to always
exceed these numbers,” he said.

The proposed budget includes $1.5
million on capital expenses. The ma-

jority of that is for the golf course, in-
cluding $850,000 for the irrigation
project, $20,000 for driving range
renovations, and additional funding
for vehicles for the golf course.

The police department is request-
ing two Ford Explorers for $110,000.

The aquatics department has re-
quested $40,000 to renovate the
splash pad at the Swim and Racquet
pool. Director Elaine Brady won-
dered if the costs were worth that
amount and whether it would be bet-
ter to put in a kiddy pool. It would
cost more than $100,000 for a new
kiddy pool, according to Viola. Other
cost items included pool furniture re-
pair and replacement, sand filters at
the swim and racquet club and other
miscellaneous items.

Two other larger items were the
electric signs at $84,000 and a new
heat pump at the community center
for $58,000

The board will vote on the budget
at its Feb. 17 board meeting. Prior to
that, it will host a town hall meeting
to hear comments from residents on
the budget.

Jewelry
BUY-SELL

TRADE
Why consign?

Immediate payment
for your items.

You will be treated like family
& given individual attention.

Sasha’s Jewels, Lic

JEWELRY REPAIR « CUSTOM DESIGNS & APPRAISALS
sashas.jewels@yahoo.com

JOIN OUR VIP CLUB
EVERY 67
OIL CHANGE

FREE

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
for VIP Members
JOIN TODAY!

TRAILERS,
TRAILER HITCHES,
PARTS & REPAIRS

' AUTO DETAILING !
| AVAILABLE |

PREMIUM
TIRES

COME SEE THE EXPERTS!

RENTAL CARS
AVAILABLE

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair? Visit One of our 3 Locations
o P Tl Dha o RACETRACK AUTO & TIRE CENTER

10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin
_ mﬁ‘;_ 410-641-5262

ERCETRACK,

Futo & Manine

MD. STATE

INSPECTION
Reg. $109% Most Vehicles

Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 1/31/24

s10 OFF CC0LANT

FLUSH

Cannot be combined with other discounts. Exp. 1/31/24

3699 SYNTHETIC

OIL CHANGE
Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 1/31/24

UP TO 5 QTS.
FRE TIRE

ROTATION
With Purchase of 0il, Lube & Filter

for life of tires when purchased at Racetrack Auto

Includes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of Oil, other weights
available at extra charge. Diesel Oil & Filter extra.

All coupons must be presented before estimate. Cannot combine coupons.
Exp. 1/31/24

5099

RACETRACK MARINE & BOAT SALES
10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin
410-641-5204

RACETRACK AUTO & BODY SHOP

10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin
Racetrack0C.com 210-631-3200

Complete Diagnostics and Programming ¢ Custom Exhaust + Major or Minor Repairs
ASE-Certified Technicians + Complete Auto Body Shop * 24-HOUR TOWING

YourgTrustediSnow/RemoyallEx

Are you tired of being snowed in and dealing with treacherous winter conditions?
Look no further than Coastal Concrete Works LLG for all your snow removal
needs! Serving the lower eastern shore of Maryland and Delaware,
we are your go-to professionals for efficient and reliable snow removal services.

i

24-HOUR SERVICE: Snowstorms can strike at any time, which is why our

dedicated team is available round the clock. No matter when the snow hits, we'll be
there promptly to clear your property and keep it safe for you and your customers.
We offer seasonal packages, and ensure your home or workplace is safe for your
family and customers.

SALTING, PLOWING, AND SNOW REMOVAL: Don't let icy conditions hinder your daily
routine. Goastal Concrete Works range of services to combat winter's icy grip.
From expert salting to prevent slips and falls to efficient plowing that clears the
way, we've got you covered. Our state-of-the-art snow removal equipment ensures
that your property will be snow-free in no time.

Don't let snow and ice slow you down this winter,
Contact Coastal Concrete Works LLC today i |
for professional snow removal services that you can rely on!

Call us at (302-684-2872) at to request a free quote. :
Let us take care of the snow, so you can focus onlhat

matters most to you.

15 ot

CoastallConcrete)
|Works!.]
302-684-CURB




Page 6

Bayside Gazette

January 18, 2024

Residents weigh in on comprehensive plan

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Jan. 18, 2024) The Berlin Plan-
ning Commission held another listen-
ing session last Wednesday night to
hear residents’ opinions on updating
the comprehensive plan for the town.

The commission is responsible for
updating the plan, which was last
done in 2010. This plan, which is re-
quired by state law to be updated in
10-year increments, analyzes poten-
tial growth, infrastructure, housing,
and other issues and the associated
impacts through the year 2030. The
plan’s purpose is to guide land use
and development.

During the meeting, the commis-
sion members heard from residents
about stormwater, trees and forest
cover, affordable housing, connectiv-
ity, inclusivity, and sidewalks.

Council member Jack Orris asked
the commission to include stormwa-
ter management in the updated com-
prehensive plan and listed numerous
problem areas, including Burley,
Broad, West and Abby streets.

“We don’t deal with stormwater
management. It’s out of our realm of
expertise,” Matt Stoehr, the vice chair
of the commission said.

“We can be more proscriptive,”
Dave Englehart, planning director for
the Town of Berlin said. But the effort

would have to be funded.

Commission member Ron Cascio
agreed that it was a topic that needed
more discussion and thought.

Some residents spoke out about
the importance of protecting and
planting trees in the town.

“I have seen us lose our forest
cover in this town,” said Joan Maloof,
who has lived in Berlin for six years
and is the founder of the Old Growth
Forest Network. She recommended
that the town consider having an
open space commission, and sug-
gested it was possible to get grant
funding.

She also suggested that Berlin have
a tree ordinance that could require
property owners to protect certain
types or sizes of trees.

Pete Cosby suggested that they
plant “monumental trees” along the
roadways, especially on Flower
Street, to make the roads seem “more
people sized.”

“Flower Street could be made into
a truly beautiful boulevard,” Cosby
said.

Maloof has written five books on
trees and is a professor emeritus at
Salisbury University. She volunteered
to lead an open space commission,
with Cascio suggesting she should be
used as a resource.

Tony Weeg advocated for walkabil-
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During the public meeting with the Planning Commission, Pete Cosby suggested planting monu-
mental tress along the roadways, especially Flower Street, to make the roads seem more “people

sized.”

ity in the town, connecting both the
east and west sides of town. When
discussion of a bridge over Route 113
came up, Weeg and others in the au-
dience did not think that was the an-
swer to the issue.

“We should not let 113 divide us,”
Diana Purnell said.

Purnell pushed for inclusivity, and
asked the commission to include
Flower Street in its plan update.

“Flower Street needs as much at-
tention as Berlin proper. We are one
historic town, one really neat historic
place,” Purnell said.

As is the case throughout the area,
affordable housing has been a big
topic of conversation in Berlin, with
not much movement on the subject.
Adjacent dwelling units were an op-
tion that resident Marie Velong sug-
gested.

Cosby liked the idea of “Fonzie”
apartments, as he called them, refer-
ring to the apartment above a garage
at the Cunningham’s home where the

Fonz resided on the 1970s hit show
“Happy Days.” He suggested they
might be a way to solve some of the
housing problems.

“We come up real short on afford-
able housing,” Gabe Purnell said. He
suggested the commission consider
increasing R3 zoning in the town to
allow for more affordable housing. R3
housing allows for high density hous-
ing, such as apartment buildings and
condominiums.

He said that people are telling him
that rent is getting out of hand. But
when Cosby suggested the town could
consider rent controls and/or price
controls on the sale of houses, mem-
bers of the audience were not sup-
portive.

The Planning Commission will
continue to host public meetings on
the comprehensive plan on the fourth
Wednesday of every month for the
next six months. Regular meetings
will still be on the second Wednesday
of each month.
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Joan Maloff stands in her front yard with a native sycamore she planted. She is advocating for a
tree ordinance to protect the trees in the Town of Berlin and an open spaces committee to help
identify and protect open spaces in and around the town.

Trees and open spaces would
benefit from focus in Berlin

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Jan. 18, 2023) Berlin has a vibrant
downtown, historic architecture and
a friendly atmosphere, but what it
also has are some outstanding tree
specimens.

One is the big magnolia on South
Main Street and the bald cypress at
the Burbage Funeral Home. The town
is also home to the Dr. Mary
Humphreys Arboretum on the prop-
erty of the Calvin B. Taylor Museum,
which was dedicated in 2022 because
of its magnolias, silver, red and sugar
maples, sycamores, scarlet oaks and
tulip trees.

Even so, there is no organized ef-
fort to encourage the planting of na-
tive trees or the protection of the
monumental trees around town, be-
yond the Humphrey’s Arboretum.

A tree ordinance and an open
space commission could help the
town promote native trees and con-
sider protecting open spaces in and
around town, according to Joan Mal-
oof, a resident of Berlin and the
founder of the Old Growth Forest
Network. Maloof has authored five
books on trees and is a professor
emeritus at Salisbury University,
where she taught environmental stud-
ies.

Maloof provided these suggestions
at the Planning Commission meeting
last week, during a discussion about
the comprehensive plan for the town.

She cited numerous examples of
regulations to protect trees, including
those in Ocean Pines and said she
wants to work with a committee to see
what would work in Berlin.

Currently, the town has nothing on
the books to prevent anyone from cut-
ting down trees in town, including the
most majestic ones. She said the
biggest threats to these trees is if a
property changes hands and a new
owner does not want to care for a tree.

A tree ordinance does not need to
be just punitive, she said. but could
help to protect trees and encourage
the planting of more trees in town.
She contends that fines could be used
to provide support and advice to resi-
dents with these significant trees.

Maloff also pushed for the creation
of an open spaces committee that
could look at a map to identify impor-
tant green spaces left and consider
how these can be preserved.

Some of this land could be outside
of the town boundaries, which would
require the committee to convince
property owners to cooperate.

“Once you identify a parcel, the
committee could work with the
landowner through Program Open
Space, easements or land trusts,”
Maloff said.

“If you never identify the land, you
never take the first steps.”

Heron Park provides some open
space, but there is only a small strip of
forest along the railroad tracks, ac-
cording to Maloff.

Maloff said she hoped to hear from
others who might be interested in
being involved in developing a draft
tree ordinance or engaging in an open
space committee. Interested resi-
dents can contact her at joan@old-
growthforest.net.

“I love trees and I love this town,”
Maloff said.

CINDY HOFFMAN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
This magnificent magnolia is on a residential property on Main Street in Berlin. It's one of several
monumental trees in town.
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OP Rec and Parks monitors
trails, parks and playgrounds

Committee regularly scouts
amenities to ensure safety
and access for community

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Jan. 18, 2024) The Rec and Parks
Advisory Committee’s monitoring
and reporting on the conditions of
the parks and other recreational
amenities of Ocean Pines continues
to lead to their improvement.

Thanks to their efforts in 2023, the
Swim and Racquet Club Trail has
been improved as well as the Robin
Hood trails, with mulching and signs.
They also revised the OPA Adopt-a-
Park Program and provided guide-
lines that were posted on the OPA
website.

Their efforts are not just focused
on land. They also lobbied success-
fully for an accessible kayak launch in
Pintail Park. That launch was in-
stalled in September, along with
kayak racks.

Ocean Pines has many walking
trails, parks and playgrounds for
young and old. To ensure that they
remain enjoyable, committee mem-
bers take monthly walks to evaluate
various trails and parks and develop

reports regarding safety concerns and
maintenance requirements. This also
gives them an opportunity to clean
the trails of litter and other issues
that could affect walkers or bikers.

The committee made multiple rec-
ommendations to the board for this
coming fiscal year, including the ad-
dition of outdoor fitness equipment,
ADA compliant playground equip-
ment, and refurbishing the gymna-
sium floor.

These priorities did not make it
into the proposed budget this FY24-
25, but that does not mean they are
not important, Director Jeff Heavner,
of the OPA board and liaison to the
Rec and Parks Advisory Committee
said. Just that other priorities, such
as the golf course irrigation system
took priority this year.

General Manager John Viola said
that he wanted to look at more than
just the gymnasium floor in the com-
munity center and would be creating
a committee to look at the whole
building and make recommendations
for the next fiscal year budget.

The committee also recommended
a safety and connectivity study for
Ocean Pines.

This study would look at ways to
connect Ocean Pines to the busi-
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Signs mark the Robin Hood Trail in Ocean Pines, thanks to the recommendations of the Rec and
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nesses on Route 589 and possibly
Route 90 and make it safer to bike
and walk between North and South
gates and to area schools and parks,
said committee member Patti
Stevens, who is also a commissioner
for the Maryland Commission on
Transportation Revenue & Infra-
structure Needs.

“This community should focus on
providing safety for our walkers, bik-
ers and runners,” Heavner said.

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families save over
$450,000,000 in timeshare debt and maintenance fees.
We can help you too.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

Call 1.888.984.2917

The committee is also considering
ways to use the underutilized tennis
courts at the Swim and Racquet Club.

The Ocean Pines Board of Direc-
tors receives annual reports from
each of its advisory committees. The
recommendations from those reports
are taken into consideration as the
budget is developed.

“We [the OPA board] value their
input very much,” Heavner said.
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Communication committee
finding ways to promote OP

Season Kickoff and Expo,
electronic signs, contests
get messages to residents

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Jan. 19, 2024) Being a part of the
communications advisory committee
in Ocean Pines is not just about com-
munications, according to its mem-
bers, who believe it’s also about
getting people involved in the com-
munity.

That’s why the committee is heav-
ily involved in the planning of the
Ocean Pines Season Kickoff and
Expo, set for April 20 at White Horse
Park.

Ocean Pines gains about 600 new
residents every year, according to
Linda Yurche, the chair of the com-
munications committee.

“There are many new people who
have moved to Ocean Pines in the
past few years who don’t know what
OP has to offer,” Yurche said.

She knows this from personal ex-
perience. She moved to the commu-
nity full time during COVID. “We had
wonderful neighbors but did not get
involved right away.”

Ocean Pines Day is designed to
give residents, both new and long-
timers, a chance to learn more about
the many ways to get involved and
have fun in Ocean Pines.

“We have a list of 61 clubs and or-
ganizations that serve Ocean Pines
residents, from the Pine Tones Cho-
rus to corn hole league. This will be a
great time to get everyone together
and taste what OP has to offer.”

Yurche said she hopes that the
event will introduce people to the
many ways they can be involved in
the community.

“You don’t have to run for the
board to contribute and have a say
and get involved,” Yurche said.

There are many advisory commit-
tees that people can join, and the
communications advisory committee,
which is currently recruiting for two
members, is just one of them.

Last year, the committee was
deeply involved in educating people
about the Ocean Pines board elec-
tions. It sponsored a sign contest to
encourage people to vote. Yurche said
the committee may do that again, al-
though they kept the signs from last
year to reuse.

The committee encouraged people
to attend the annual meeting, which
must have a quorum to validate the
elections and conduct business. She
said a few years ago, committee
members had to go to the golf club
restaurant and onto the greens to re-
cruit people to reach a quorum. They
did not have to do that last year.

One of the big projects they ac-
complished was to get board approval

to install the first electronic sign in
Ocean Pines, at the north side en-
trance. There was a big debate over
the sign as, residents were concerned
it might be too bright and commercial
looking.

Yurche thinks people will like the
sign once it is installed and see that it
was done with aesthetics in mind.
She also believes that it will allow for
Ocean Pines to quickly update resi-
dents on schedule changes. In addi-
tion, it will free up Public Works to do
other more necessary work instead of
spending time changing sign mes-
sages by hand. Additional signs are in
the budget for Fiscal Year 24-25,
which the board will vote on in Feb-
ruary.

Bd. of Supervisors
of Elections needs
one new member

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Jan. 18, 2023) The Town of Berlin
is looking for a new member for its
Board of Supervisors of Elections.

Members of the election board do
everything “from soup to nuts with the
elections,” Town Administrator Mary
Bohlen said. The members accept can-
didate filings, create the ballot, run the
elections on that day, count the ballots
and announce the results. The town
administrator certifies the results.

In the last few years, the members
have also recruited volunteers for elec-
tion day to provide additional assis-
tance at the polls.

The Berlin Police Department is re-
sponsible for enforcing electioneering
prohibitions.

The next elections are scheduled
for Oct. 1, when the office of the mayor
and Districts two and three council
seats will be on the ballot.

Elections are held in person, but

See VOLUNTEER Page 10
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Rodeo, monster trucks event set

Wicomico Civic Center in
Salisbury hosts both shows
annually on Jan. weekends

(Jan. 18, 2024) Bucking broncos
and massive trucks are set to take over
the Wicomico Civic Center in Salisbury
the next two weekends.

According to a news release, the
venue hosts the Lone Star Rodeo and
No Limits Monster Trucks & Thrill
Show every January.

“These events are staples in our win-
ter entertainment schedule,” Chelsey
Jones, the manager of the Wicomico
Civic Center, said in a news release.
“Families look forward to the rodeo
and monster trucks each year, and we
are thrilled to welcome them back.”

The rodeo is set for this Friday and
Saturday, Jan. 19 and 20, and the mon-
ster truck event is set for next weekend,
Jan. 26 and 27.

Rodeo events include bareback
bronc riding, saddle bronc riding, calf
roping, breakaway roping, team rop-
ing, steer wrestling, barrel racing and
bull riding. The release said kids 10 and
younger are encouraged to come early
and participate in the best dressed cow-
boy/cowgirl contest and gold rush.
Kid’s events kick off at 7 p.m. and the
show starts at 7:30.

The No Limits Monster Trucks &
Thrill Show will feature wheelie con-
tests, two wheel contests and a freestyle
event. For an extra fee, attendees can
ride in a real monster truck through the
arena. Those who wants to race their
own vehicles can pre-register for Tuff
Truck races (for licensed drivers ages
18 and older) and kid’s Power Wheels
races (ages 3-9). Call 940-683-4742 for
more information.

Tickets for both events are available
at WicomicoCivicCenter.org, by phone
at 410-548-4911, or in person at the
box office.

it
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A bronco tries to buck off a rider during a past Lone Star Rodeo event at the Wicomico Civic Center
in Salisbury. This year’s event is set Jan. 19 and 20.

One man killed,
another injured in
Bishopville wreck

(Jan. 18, 2024) One man is dead
and another injured after a single-ve-
hicle crash last Friday into a tree in
Bishopville.

According to a news release from
the Worcester County Sheriff’s Office,
deputies responded to report of a crash
at 13300 block of Selby Road in Bish-
opville around 10:30 p.m., Jan. 12.

An initial investigation revealed
that a vehicle left the road during in-
clement weather and crashed into a
tree. The release said the vehicle sus-
tained “extensive damage” and first re-
sponders pronounced the passenger,
Nicholas Charles Schewe, deceased on
scene. The driver, Liam Sturm, was in-
jured and taken to TidalHealth.

The Ocean City Police Department’s
Traffic Safety Unit and the Worcester
County State’s Attorney Office assisted
the sheriff’s office reconstruction unit
with the investigation, which was still
open earlier this week. Anyone with in-
formation about the incident is asked
to contact Deputy First Class Kenneth
Reed at 410-632-1111 ext. 6017 or at
kreed@co.worcester.md.us.

Volunteer needed for election work

Continued from Page 9

residents can vote an absentee ballot
and do not need an excuse for doing
so.

Currently the town has four mem-
bers of the Board of Supervisors: Gina
Velong, chair (May 26), Tony Bowen
(May 26), Linda Bowen (May 26),
Betty Tustin (June 26). Members
serve a four-year term.

The town election board is not re-
sponsible for state or federal elections

, 7
Cliarkie ¢
Barber Shop

Looking for Full Time Cosmetologist
or Barber with Following
Ownership Possibility Available

Call 443-944-2240
10445 0ld Ocean City Blvd.
Berlin, MD 21811

or the voter rolls, which are managed
by the Worcester Board of Elections.
If a resident of Berlin registers to vote
in the county, that person will auto-
matically be registered in the Town of
Berlin, according to Bohlen.

This year will be a busy year with
elections, as there will be primaries in
Maryland on May 14, the Berlin mu-
nicipal elections on Oct. 1 and the gen-
eral elections on Nov. 5.

The town election board only man-

ages the Oct. 1 municipal elections and
not the primaries or the general elec-
tions.

This is one of the less time consum-
ing committees to serve on in Berlin,
with only a few meetings and one long
day on election day, said Bohlen.

For those interested in being con-
sidered for the Board of Supervisors
for the Elections, visit
berlinmd.gov/mayor/become-in-
volved.

We're by your
side so you or
your loved one

can stay at /Mmty
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2023 Home Instead, Inc. License #R3740
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Ribbon cutting

set Jan. 25

for new AGH facilty in Pines

(Jan. 18, 2024) Atlantic General
Hospital and Health System is hold-
ing a grand opening and ribbon cut-
ting for the new Gudelsky Family
Medical Center from 3-5 p.m., Jan.
25.

The nearly 50,000 square-foot fa-
cility on Racetrack Road in Ocean
Pines is the new home of Atlantic
General Diabetes and Endocrinology
Center, Atlantic General Primary
Care, Atlantic General Pediatrics, At-
lantic General Gastroenterology and

a second location of Atlantic General
Outpatient Center, which offers walk-
in lab and X-ray services. Another-
AGHRx  RediScripts Pharmacy
location will also open in the facility
in the spring.

Community members are invited
to celebrate the opening of the new
healthcare facility alongside the
Gudelsky family, local chamber of
commerce members and elected offi-
cials. Refreshments and tours will be
available and no RSVP is necessary.

AGH Auxiliary hosting open
house Jan. 23 for volunteers

(Jan. 18, 2024) Members of the
Atlantic General Hospital Auxiliary
recently announced that they will be
hosting an open house for people in-
terested in volunteering at the hospi-
tal.

The event, set 1-3 p..m, Jan. 23, in
the hospital’s cafeteria, will feature
information about available volun-
teering opportunities.

A news release said the auxiliary
needs volunteers to help in all areas

of the hospital and health system, in-
cluding the new Gudelsky Family
Medical Center and AGH Thrift Shop.
Volunteers greet visitors, run errands
for staff, process and sort mail, visit
patients, work at the information
desk, help with administrative tasks,
staff the thrift shop and more.

For more information, and to
apply online, visit
atlanticgeneral.org/volunteer. No
RSVP is necessary.
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Reflecting on local Kiwanis club’s 43 years

(Jan. 18, 2024) For decades, the
Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-
Ocean City have made their mark
through volunteer work and charita-
ble giving.

According to a submitted news
piece, globally, Kiwanians are a dedi-
cated service organization of men and
women who share the challenge of
community and world improvement.
Formed in 1915, the nonprofit group
reported more than 7,000 adult clubs
and 8,300 youth clubs in 85 nations
and geographic areas, with over
600,000 active members.

Locally, the Kiwanis clubs has
been active since 1980. The nonprofit
sponsors five youth leadership pro-
grams throughout Worcester County
Schools and engages in fundraising
activities that generate roughly
$40,000 each year for local programs
and people in need.

On any given day, Kiwanis mem-
bers can be seen collecting clothing
donations for local shelters, cooking
breakfast for Ocean Pines Recreation
and Parks events, or raising money
for scholarships.

David Landis, the area marketing
and media chairperson, first became
involved in the Kiwanis in 2004. He
previously worked in marketing and
sales in the Baltimore, Washington,
D.C. and Philadelphia areas and
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moved to Ocean Pines upon his re-
tirement in 2003.

“To me, it’s all about service, and
the main thing that interested me
from the start was helping kids,” he
said. “We have advisors that go to all
these different school clubs, and they

“Queen for a Day”
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go to their meetings, help them to see
how we do community service, and
try to give them examples so that
they’re ready for something like that
when they get older. And we can do
that all the way from elementary
school up through high school.”

Education is also a part of regular
Kiwanis Club meetings.

Landis said they often have guest
speakers and representatives from
groups including the Worcester
County Developmental Center,
Worcester Youth and Family Coun-
seling Services, Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of America, and the Maryland
Coastal Bays Program.

Guests help educate club members
on local programs that benefit the
community, and their organizations
generally become the beneficiaries of
Kiwanis charitable giving.

Club members are actively in-
volved in community fundraising and
engagement throughout the year, but
Landis said the Kiwanians are espe-
cially active during the holiday sea-
son.

R —

FILE PHOTO COURTESY DAVID LANDIS SR.
Members of the Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City made pancakes, sausage and scrambled eggs for attendees of the Ocean Pines
Department of Parks and Recreation Breakfast with the Grinch event last month. Kiwanis members pose at the breakfast with Kiwanians Dave Landis
playing Buddy the El and Ed Ahlquist dressed as the Grinch.

In November, Kiwanis member-
ship collected more than 300 coats
for local charities during a five-week
donation drive at the Ocean Pines
Community Center. A related toy
drive helped gather three SUV loads
for Worcester G.0.L.D., a nonprofit
that provides emergency financial as-
sistance and basic needs for Worces-
ter County residents living with low
incomes.

The club also pitched in during the
recreation and park department’s an-
nual Breakfast with the Grinch event
on Dec. 2, cooking pancakes, scram-
bled eggs, and sausages.

“We all love to volunteer for com-
munity stuff. It’s just fun,” Landis
said, adding that he’s been mixing
pancakes for the Kiwanis since 2004.
“They put me on it right away, and
they complimented me the first time
I ever did it that it never ran out.”

Throughout the year, there are
also regular clothing and canned
good drives, blood drives, and con-
cessions for countless events. Kiwa-

See GROUP Page 13
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Obituary

SHARON LYNN DOETSCH
Berlin

Sharon Lynn Doetsch of Berlin,
passed away on Dec. 27, 2023, after a
long battle with illness. She was 75.

She was born on
April 28, 1948, in
Meridan, Connecti-
cut. She grew up in
Connecticut and at-
tended public
schools, graduating
from high school with
the class of 1966.

After graduating,
she received her beauticians license
and began her first job as a hairstyl-
ist. At the age of 20, she moved to
Maryland and was married to James
Giordano, with whom she had two
sons. In 1986, she married George
Doetsch.

She went on to work in a variety of
positions, including retail associate,
waitress and interior designer. She
was incredibly talented at design and
had a keen eye for detail. She de-
signed the windows for storefronts
and kept a beautiful home. She en-
joyed drawing and traveling every
chance she got. She and George got to
see the world together. They divorced
in 1999.

Sharon also enjoyed cooking, bak-
ing, painting, arts and crafts, and was
an avid book reader, often staying up
late into the night with her latest
read.

She will be remembered as an
artist who loved animals, especially
her miniature poodle, Pepper.

She is survived by her previous
husbands, James Giordano Sr. and
George Doetsch, Jr.; her sons, Jim
Giordano and John Giordano; sister
Cathy; brothers John and Michael;
and her beloved dog, Pepper.

Graveside services will be held at
11 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 20, at Dulaney
Valley Memorial Gardens at 200 E.
Pedonia Road in Timonium. A recep-
tion will be held after the service at
Michael’s Café at 2119 York Road in
Timonium.

Online condolences may be sent to
the family at thnfuneralhome.com.

Sharon Doetsch

Group always seeking volunteers

Continued from Page 12

nis members cook hamburgers and
hotdogs during events like Bay Day,
and the weekly Concerts in the Park
series each summer, with proceeds
going toward scholarships and other
charitable endeavors.

Keeping up with those activities
requires the help of many volunteers,
which Landis said can sometimes be
an issue. He said the local Kiwanis
previously had as many as 135 mem-
bers, but now there are just over 50.

“If we lose people that moved or
passed away, we might replace them
with new people, so our numbers
have been fairly steady. But finding
good volunteers has been a problem
for groups all over the Eastern
Shore,” he said.

Landis encouraged anyone who
might be interested in joining the
club to stop by one of the regular
meetings.

“We're generally pretty quiet from
January through March, so it’s a
great time to stop by, learn about the
club and see if you're interested in
getting involved,” he said.

For those interested in pitching in,
Landis said the rewards are great.

“It’s a lot of satisfaction, and it’s a
good feeling of having done some
good in this community,” he said.
“And I'm really proud to say that this
community is very supportive of us.
We couldn’t do what we do without
them. We can offer raffle tickets,
make pancakes and hotdogs, and
bring our cars out to collect dona-
tions, but it’s up to the community to
respond — and they always do.”

Landis said an Ocean Pines
woman came by during the coat and
toy drives and stopped for a few min-
utes to talk. Her husband recently
passed away and she wanted to do-
nate some of his things, and she also
brought a cash donation.

“She said, I really love what your
club does,” and I told her, if you're
looking for something to do, why
don’t you come by after the New Year
to one of our meetings?” Landis said.
“T'll tell anyone, come and see what
we're all about, and there’s no obliga-
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FILE PHOTO COURTESY DAVIS LANDIS SR.

From left, Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines - Ocean City Kiwanians Jan and Bob Wolfing with
Worcester Youth & Family Services Executive Director Jennifer Leggour pose for a photo at the
club’s annual luau fundraiser last year at the Sunset Grille in West Ocean City.

tion. Give it a chance and see if it’s for
you.”

He said the club has been around
for 43 years and hoefuilly will be
around a lot longer.

“But it’s going to take membership
to keep us alive and we would really
appreciate people just checking us
out and seeing if it’s a fit for them,”
Landis said.

The Kiwanis Club meets at 8 a.m.,
every Wednesday, in the Ocean Pines

Community Center on 235 Ocean
Parkway. Doors open at 7:30 a.m.
and coffee and donuts are available.
Members pay $3 toward food, and a
50/50 raffle is available for an addi-
tional $3. Attendance is free for
prospective new members.

For more information on the Ki-
wanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-
Ocean City, visit kiwanisofopoc.org or
www.facebook.com/servingthechil-
drenoftheworld.
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GOLFING FOR CHARITY

(Right) Ocean City Elks Lodge 2645 Trustee Randy Banbury and Susan Caldwell, PDDGER and esteemed leading knight, pose for a photo during the Bill Thompson Clothing For Kids Golf Tournament
at Eagles Landing Golf Course on Dec. 2. The yearly event raised over $9,000 for the cause. (Left) From left, golfing foursome Gary Reinhold, Nick Schauman, Danny Batchelor, and Tim Grothe are
presented 50/50 winnings by Eagles Landing Golf Pro Danny Stearman at the event.

&

PHOTO COURTESY DAVID J. LANDIS SR.

)

E KIWANIS CERTIFICATE
= . Norbert Violante, left, poses with Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean
SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE ~ Pines-Ocean City President Bob Wolfing and a recognition
OPA HONORS STAFF certificate and reward from the club at a recent meeting.

Violante helps the Kiwanis club by setting up the Assateague
Room of the Ocean Pines Community Center for the group’s
weekly meetings.

Five Ocean Pines employees pose together at the annual staff holiday party after members of the Ocean Pines Association recognized
them for a combined 70 years of service. The employees that were honored are Ventre Moore, five years; Steve Phillips, five years;
Jonathan Brown, 10 years; Kenneth “Butch” Kennedy, 20 years; and Kevin Goldberg, 30 years

L
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susmitrep pHoto/BAYSIDE GAZETE - JNLY POSITIVE STORIES
FISHING AWARDS Hunter and Dylan Simons, Founders of Only Positive Stories Inc. and students at Worcester
From left, John McFalls, secretary of the Atlantic Coast Sportfishing Association, Brian Reynolds, Preparatory School, pose with Tish Ottey, the founder of Hope4Recovery and
2023 Ocean Angler of the Year, and Shaun Flaherty, 2023 Bay Angler of the Year, pose with their Home4Hope Therapeutic Solutions, and a pile of Christmas gifts the Simons’ shopped for and
winnings recently at the organization’s annual year-end banquet. wrapped for the organizations to give to men in local recovery housing.
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MARINE EDUCATION

At the Polish American Club of Delmarva’s January meeting, Zeal Gooleshy from the MERR Institute hosted a presentation about marine education, research and rehabilitation. (Left) Goolesby gives a
presentation about marine education, research and rehabilitation at the meeting. (Right) Steve Lesniewski, the vice president of the Polish American Club of Delmarva, poses with Goolesby during the
meeting.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE PHOTO COURTESY DAVID J. LANDIS SR.

CHURCH DECORATION ACAPELLA PERFORMANCE

From left, Worcester County Garden Club members Marlene Mumford, Cristie Ammann, Jan Owens,  From left, Kiwanian Pat Lehnerd, Dorothy Shelton, Kiwanian Jim Ulman, and Donna Pasqualino, who
Pat Bell, Mary Ellen Jefferson and Joan LaHayne pose outside of St. Martin’s Church in Showell make up the acapella quartet The Local Vocals of Ocean Pines, perform holiday tunes during a
after decorating it for the holidays last month, meeting last month of the Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City

b

HONORING ‘HONDO’

Al “Hondo” Handy poses with a
Certificate of Appreciation from
Katrina Purnell, the program
chairperson for the Tri-County
MLK Coalition, at the 39th
Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Banquet Celebration at the
Wicomico Civic Center. Handy,
who was one of the first Black
students to attend Stephen
Decatur High, has created a local
legacy that includes overcoming
major challenges, inspiring
youths, and excelling at work,
sports and academics. Handy
played on SDHS’ 1970
championship basketball team,
worked for the Ocean City
Recreation and Parks
Department for more than 40
years, published a book and
earned countless awards and
accolades for his
accomplishments.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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SERVICE RECOGNITION

Ocean Pines Anglers Club member John McFalls, center, poses with fellow club members and a
plaque he recently received for 28 years of service, including the last five as board administrator,
with the group.
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Berlin should protect
its trees, but carefully

I think that I shall never see.

A poem lovely as a tree ...

So wrote American poet Joyce Kilmer in February 1913,
as he reportedly looked out the window at his wooded lawn.

This poem, which has been criticized as too simple and
has been parodied endlessly, has regained some of its signif-
icance in recent years, as the public has become more aware
of how trees define a town’s or area’s image.

Berlin without trees, for instance, might as well be a dot
on a map of the treeless Texas Panhandle. And yet, govern-
ment control of trees on private property remains controver-
sial, which could be why the Berlin mayor and council aren’t
likely to rush to adopt a tree ordinance as suggested by resi-
dent Joan Maloof at last week’s planning commission dis-
cussion of the comprehensive plan.

She isn’t wrong when she argues that the town would lose
a vital part of its personality were certain notable specimens
to be cut down or bulldozed to make way for new projects.
At the same time, however, some property owners would re-
sent this government intrusion on their property rights.

Of course, government already has considerable control
over property through zoning, environmental and even ar-
chitectural regulations. But people have become accustomed
to those kinds of restrictions, while a strict tree-protection
ordinance would be something different.

Maloof is also correct, however, when she points out that
Ocean Pines and Ocean City have tree protection regulations,
even though Ocean City’s ordinance did not come about
without quite a bit of argument.

The key in establishing some kind of protection for trees
is not to be ridiculously restrictive, where a big bush brushing
against a house can’t be taken out by the homeowner without
government permission.

Realistically, one way to approach protecting “heritage”
specimens would be to institute some kind of quid pro quo
program for property owners who have their trees listed as
such with the town. No one can complain about that.

OCEAN PINES ASSOCIATION REPORT

Dive into fun: Friday Family Night

OP Sports Core Pool hosts music, games, food, wholesome fun

Mark your calendars and get to make a
splash, as the Ocean Pines Aquatics De-
partment hosts Family Fun Night at the
Sports Core Pool from 5-8 p.m., Feb. 3.

This aquatic extravaganza promises a
trifecta of entertainment featuring music,
games and food, perfectly curated for fami-
lies seeking a night of wholesome fun.

Admission is $4 for swim members, $6
for residents, and $8 for non-residents,

while non-swimmers can attend for just $2.

Cash or card payments are accepted.

The pool will close normal operations at
4:30 p.m. Door will open for the event
starting at 5 p.m. No reservations are
needed. The event is first come, first
served.

The Ocean Pines Sports Core Pool is the
only year-round pool in the community.
The pool and the facility are heated during
the winter, and all Ocean Pines amenities
are always open to the public.

Additional winter aquatics programs in-
clude:

e Early Bird Lap Swim: 6-7:50 a.m.;
Monday through Friday; Jan. 29 through
March 15. Thirty classes over six weeks of

lap swimming — or free swim in the deep
end — are included. The cost is free for
swim members, $65 for residents, $78 for
nonresidents, or $8 for daily drop-ins.

e Wet Works I & I1: 9:30-10:20 a.m.;
Monday, Wednesday and Friday; Jan. 29
through March 15. Enjoy a lively water ex-
ercise class and total body workout de-
signed to build core strength and improve
balance and flexibility. The cost is $44 for
swim members, $54 for residents, or $61
for nonresidents. Daily drop-in fees are $6
for swim members, $7 for residents, and
$8 for nonresidents.

e Adult Aqua Boot Camp: 6-6:45
p.m.; Monday, Wednesday and Friday;
Jan. 29 through March 15. Eighteen classes
over six weeks are included. Each workout
features weight resistance training and car-
dio from a retired Army instructor. The
cost is $60 for swim members, $70 for resi-
dents, or $86 for nonresidents. Daily drop-
in fees are $6 for swim members, $7 for
residents, and $8 for nonresidents.

For more information, or to register for
Ocean Pines Aquatics classes and pro-
grams, call 410-641-5255.
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Best month ever for sports betting

Revenue calculated
in Dec. in Maryland
broke record totals

(Jan. 18, 2024) December
2023 was the best month to
date for Maryland’s sports
wagering market, which
generated more than $6.482
million in contributions to
the state from a handle of
nearly $600 million.

Each sportsbook con-
tributes 15 percent of its tax-
able win to the Blueprint for
Maryland’s Future Fund,
which supports public edu-
cation programs.

According to a news re-
lease, the contributions from
the state’s 13 retail, which in-
cludes Ocean Downs Casino
off Route 611, and 12 mobile
sportsbooks topped the $5.8
million total generated dur-
ing October. The December
handle surpassed the previ-
ous mark of more than
$550.7 million in November.

The release said mobile
handle accounted for 96.7

percent of the total in De-
cember at more then $541.6.
Mobile wagering delivered
$6.166 million in contribu-
tions to the state during De-
cember, while retail
sportsbooks  contributed
$316,369.

After a referendum in
2020, Maryland officially
launched retail sports bet-
ting at brick and mortar
casinos across the state in
December 2022.

Sports wagering data is
tracked and reported based
on the state’s fiscal year,
which runs from July 1
through June 30. During the
first six months of Fiscal Year
2024 (July 2023 through De-
cember 2023), sports wager-
ing contributed nearly $24.6
million to the state.

The 12 months of calen-
dar year 2023 produced
more than $46.16 million in
contributions to the state
from sports wagering.

“The numbers we'’re see-
ing over the last six to 12
months reflect the matura-

tion of the market,” Mary-
land Lottery and Gaming Di-
rector John Martin said in
the release. “Initial projec-
tions were that sports wager-
ing would generate $25
million to $30 million annu-
ally for the state as the mar-
ket was ramping up. We've
now had more than a year of
mobile wagering, and we ex-
pect the annual contribution
to settle in at more than $40
million.”

A detailed summary of
each sportsbook’s December
results, including handle,
hold percentage, prizes paid,
promotional play, taxable
win, and contribution to the
state, along with a summary
of statewide handle and hold
by sport is available for
download at mdgaming.com.

We invite you to share your opinion,
but all letters are subject to verifica-
tion, so please include your name
and phone number. All letters are
subject to editing for space and to
protect the author and this newspa-
per from legal action. Email letters to
editor@baysidegazette.com.
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Congressional hearing on
offshore wind set Sat. in OC

U.S. Rep. Andy Harris and
other GOP congressmen
hosting forum with ‘experts’

(Jan. 19, 2024) U.S. Rep. Andy
Harris, (MD-01), is hosting a public
hearing at 2 p.m. this Saturday in
Ocean City on the effects offshore
wind industrialization is having on
marine life, the environment, and the
economy.

The purpose of the hearing is to
gauge public testimony from profes-
sionals in industries affected by off-
shore wind, followed by questions
from three members of Congress
whose districts would be impacted by
the effects of proposed projects. A
news release said the hearing, which
will be held at the Roland E. Powell
Convention Center on 40th Street in
Ocean City, will be conducted as a
normal congressional hearing, in-
cluding “expert” testimony and ques-
tioning.

Harris will be joined by U.S. Rep.
Jeff Van Drew (NJ-02), and U.S. Rep.
Chris Smith (NJ-04).

The release said witnesses will be
professionals considered “experts” in
the fishing industry, environmental
and energy policy, the economic im-
pacts of offshore wind, and the local
impacts of offshore wind. The indi-
viduals were not named.

The release said other witnesses
from US Wind, the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management, or BOEM, and
the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, or NOAA,
were also invited.

The event is open to the public and
anyone who wants to attend can
RSVP at harris.house.gov/offshore-
wind-hearing-rsvp.

The release said plenty of seating
is available and doors open at 1:30
p.m.

Attendees are not allowed to dis-
tribute promotional materials in the
hearing room.

Ocean Downs Casino reports
first revenue drop in months

Numbers for December up
slightly overall in Md., but
local totals down from 22

(Jan. 18, 2024) While overall rev-
enues from Maryland’s six casinos
was up slightly in December com-
pared to totals from a year ago, Ocean
Downs saw its first decrease in
months.

According to figures from Mary-
land Lottery and Gaming, the local
casino reported revenues of a little
more than $7 million last month,
which was $195,623, or 2.7 percent,
less than December 2022.

Statewide, more than $165.6 mil-
lion in revenues from slot machines
and table games was reported this

December, an increase of nearly
$455,000, or 0.3 percent from 2022.

Casino gaming contributions to-
taled nearly $70.2 million, an in-
crease of more than $500,000, or 0.7
percent.

Contributions to the Education
Trust Fund, which by statute receives
money from state gambling revenues,
totaled over $50.6 million, up $2,141
from 2022.

Ocean Downs joined two other
casinos, Horseshoe in Baltimore and
Rocky Gap in Allegany County, that
reported losses for the month. Mary-
land’s three other casinos — MGM
National Harbor, Maryland Live! In
Arundel Mills and Hollywood in Per-
ryville — generated more money this
December than last.

[ ]

L

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Boats drive into slips in the bay. The next Maryland safe boating course will be held virtually Feb.

6-8.

Md. safe boating course set
Feb. 6-8, virtual only platform

(Jan. 18, 2024) The first Maryland
safe boating class of 2024 will be held
virtually next month.

The three-day course is set from 6-
9 p.m. each day, Feb. 6- 8.

The course is taught by US Coast
Guard Auxiliary instructors. All re-
quired material is covered in the in-
teractive setting, with time for
questions and student participation.

The Maryland Boating Safety Ed-
ucation Act requires that anyone
born after July 1, 1972, must possess
a Maryland Basic Boating Safety Cer-
tificate to operate a boat in the state.

FAtlantic

People ho attend the class and pass
the test will receive a Maryland Boat-
ing Certificate, which is NASBLA ap-
proved and valid in all states.

A fee of $20 covers the cost of the
course and materials.

Checks should be made payable to
“USGCAUX 12-05“ and mailed to:
USCGAUX 12-05, PO Box 1682,
Berlin, MD 21811

Payment through PayPAL is also
accepted.

For more information, or to register,
contact Barry Cohen at 410-935-4807
or email CGAUXOC@gmail.com.

ASSEMBLING & INSTALLING SINCE 2009

= Assemblers.com

Furniture * Exercise Equipment

Outside Play Sets * WiFi * Security Cameras * TV Mounting

FOR FASTEST SERVICE: We need your address
& contact information and exact brand name,
model #’s and Quantity. Email us a copy
of your receipt/pictures.

— Sasha@AtlanticAssemblers.com —
302-569-9732

fEEh OPEN HOUSES

January 18 - 25

BR BR B

DAY/TIME
Fri-Mon, 11am-4pm

ADDRESS
Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside

BR/BA

1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+

STYLE PRICE
Condos, Towns & SF -

AGENCY/AGENT

Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate

Sat & Sun, Noon-4pm Harbor Court, 12801 Memory Lane 3-6BR/3.5-6.5 BA Single Family  From $849,900 Kathleen M. Clark/Monogram Realty

Sat & Sun 12:30-2:30pm 36939 Creekhaven Drive, Selbyville 4BR/4.5BA Single Family $835,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 10am-Noon 121 81st St. Unit 706, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Condo $815,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Sunday 10am-Noon 1 66th Street, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $499,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 10am-Noon 4201 Coastal Hwy. #608 Ocean City 2 BR/2BA Condo $399,900 Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Saturday 10am-Noon 12131 Pimlico Lane, Berlin 3 BR/2BA Single Family $699,900 Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Saturday 11am-1pm 29378 Andrew Jackson Dr., Millsboro, DE 4 BR/2BA Single Family $639,900 Lauren Bunting/Keller Williams Realty
Sunday 11am-1pm 14 Sundial Circle, Ocean Pines 3 BR/2BA Single Family $479,900 Cindy Poremski/ BHHS PenFed Realty

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. For all other REALTORSS®, there is a weekly charge of $10 per listing.
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BY MICHAEL SCHLOSSBERG / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ
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Michael Schlossberg is an internist in Bend, Ore., who has been making crosswords for The Times since 2020, He got the idea for
this one after seeing 68-Across as a title at his local bookstore, Although themeless puzzles are Mike's favorites to solve, he says
he doesn't construct them “because I get decision paralysis — they're too much of a blank canvas. I need to have a theme set to build

around.” — W.S,
ACROSS

1 “0ld man™

5 “Yikes!”

9 Childproof-bottle
contents, for short

13 Purchase at a
cannabis dispensary

19 “Sounds "bout right
to me”

21 False
22 Fine parchment

23 It might be pressed
before work

24 It might be pressed
before work

26 Post concerned
with etiquette
27 “Capeesh?”

28 Up-and-down, as
a relationship

29 Internet harvesting

54 Bay Area gallery, for
short
59 Late winter/early
spring, weatherwise
and the Night
Visitors” (opera)
65 Fragrant bloomers

67 Animal that becomes
a plant if spelled
backward

68 Bandleader’s urging

83 «

or an alternative title
for this puzzle

74 New ____

75 Guides

76 Athleisure
portmanteau

78 Certain beach top
83 Snooty
85 Many a Yemeni

119 Target of many a
viral marketing
campaign

123 Lead role in 1978's
“La Cage aux
Falles”

124 Kind of terrier

125 Exclamation after a
rescue

126 Warm coat

127 Dash

128 Measurable impact,
50 to speak

129 Bad news for an
investor

DOWN

1 Spoke (up)

2 Petrichor, n.: The
pleasant of
rainfall on dry soil

18 TV award

20 Actress Ritter of
“Jessica Jones”

25 Serene, informally

27 For the lady

30 Country singer
Stapleton

31 Remote-button abbr.

32 Hotshot

33 Place for a porter

35 Clip-on, for one

37 Superfund grp.

39 Bit of slander

40 Titan who gave hirth
on Delos

41 Disney subsidiary

42 Story that isn't a
quick read

43 BOGO, e.g.

44 Words after a verbal
gaffe

tool 86 Piece de resistance? 3 Bird also known
34 “On Photography” 87 Tourney round as a lapwing 15 RQEIESSEF y for ?'d
’ anthor:Sisan 89 Some goofs 4 150-mile-per-hour train i HieS ‘lim Vel
36 1918-2004 Fenway 91 One sailing through 5 Dawn figure, in myth 48 “Al ;:dyL‘:' idekick
Park phenomenon, long passages 6 Bovid named for the A _"1 SLAEHE
familiarly 95 One sailing through sound it makes 49 Amazing woman,
38 Nothing-doing? long passages 7¢__wassaying...” “SIa]-lg]iy.. th
42 They're home to 99 Ready and waiting g part of an ellipsis 55 Agr:co ah auu .
spinners 100 Gadgets for truckers g gyinflints 55 Rk DUSHEE 72 Santa-tracking org. 88 Bimonthly business 98 Like Ikea furniture 112 “Never ___
46They're home to 102 Porterhouse 10 Novelist Ferber Peacle, I Russian 73 Really annoy, with magazine assembly, for short Kissed” (1999 Drew
spinners alternatives 11 Subject of a subway 57 Stadium cheer “on’ 90 Election-night news 101 Sports jacket Barrymore film)
50 Luxury fashion label 106 Illlsplratloq f}(()r many announcement 58 Big mouths 77 Lift type 92 Plant that may be 103 “As if!” 113 Pa.:l O[A'_D :
51 1990s workout fad R atery D 12 Remedy for a blink- 60 “Told you so!” - mistaken for a 104 Liveand breathe 113 Singer withthe
111 Shame, e : ; T 4 78 Just ... all right ; album “Watermark’
52 “The Racer’s Edge” » E.8. and-you-missed-it 61 Ursmn_ : bears :: ) dandelion 105 Feed 3 d
sloganeer 114 The yoke's on them moment anguilliform : _ 79 lr_1fo in a party 93 Landlocked province 107 Storybook ending? 118 Hunky-dory
. : 116 Chuck TV s . 62 Dakota trib invitation i * 119 Email-chain abbr.
53 Says, informally : 13 First lady? akgLa ine . 94 Grp. once led by 108 “Nice job!” e
ll';f‘f“']: /] prodmj-e; 14 Start of a classic 64 Staying power 80 Apple variety Arafat 109 People of western 120 :?S]é IEU—” bé?tmhor
Online subscriptions: Today'’s \I;ll':j):UfnSL:t‘::(?nj: e request for advice 66 Part of a process 81 Stephen of 95 Kind of lily New York seller “Pachinko”
f;;lf‘ﬁa%’;:;:pumc& 117 Target of many a 15 Bad reasoning 69 “I've seen better” “Michael Collins” g Hoover, for one, in 110 Sunders 121 You can dispense
nytimes.com/crosswords viral marketing 16 Rap’s ___ Chyna 70 Cool, back in the day 82 “Eww! Enough!” brief 111 Tourist mecca in with this
($39.95 a year). campaign 17 Hang in the shadows 71 “Good" day: Abbr. 84 Bittern, e.g. 97 “Noidea,” in a text southern Asia 122 Complete collection

71

su|do| ku
25

© Puzzles by Pappocom
HARD - 55

PAY CASH!

For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks
RACETRACK AUTO SALES

£ 410-352-5070
PREVIOUSLY OWNED VEHICLES FOR SALE

MD STATE INSPECTED BUY HERE PAY HERE

‘12 HYUNDAI ACCENT - ‘17 HONDA CRV LX - ‘08 SUBURU OUTBAC
‘06 TOYOTA CAMRY

'[RIy\JL_ERS FOR SALE / _I\@NE TAGS AVAILABLE

Fill in the blank spaces in
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row
and every 3 by 3 box contains
the numbers 1 through 9, with-
out repeating any. There is re-
ally only one solution to each
puzzle.

(o)}

— LA

N | 0o
N
RN

]l il Answers to last AR MoEg B Eram

DETAILING AVAILABLE , HERB I vVORENP 0K ER

weekspuzzles (A's 1 ANMsS | NEIN IS EVE

SMITH’S MARKET e St
2/9/4]5 1 6|8 3 7| MEELoT LN MAosHELAD HN

BEER ¢ WINE ¢ LOTTERY ¢ PROPANE REFILLS 8 36l24 719 5 1 ':'E'Tc:*g!ﬁ;g' SR HORE
_H'_E:P:A1N: I|GHTJFOOTBATHS

TAG & TITLE 7151119181812 16 dl e am o s ot e —

6 2 7]8/5 114 9 3 AT E ofostHGfAfMiE'

SERVICE 9 48lo3 217 5| [Lhopt TR agt e oL

No Appointment Neccessary 3 15|79 4]6 2 8 ﬂﬁ-g-ﬁaSEE-fiﬁrgAg-f-Z!ﬂ

Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm 17 2|4 6 5|38 9 D1 REINORML LB E'Alei'l'_s_T_l_c

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 - 410-352-5070(] |5 8 3|1 2 9|7 4 6| |t hesscuancMav7OCRA P
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1. min. North of Race d) z_E_'B_'R_a_ﬁNfofn KATsSulliRE

4 6 913 7 8|5 1 2 WRAFT TPS LOOP!NON
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Calendar

Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., Jan. 18

JOE GATTO’S NIGHT OF COMEDY

Ocean City Performing Arts Center -
Roland E. Powell Convention Center,
4001 Coastal Highway, 7 p.m. Joe Gatto,
comedian, actor and producer, is best
known for “Impractical Jokers.” Tickets:
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/306098
74/joe-gattos-night-of-comedy-ocean-
city-oc-performing-arts-center.

CPAP MASK FITTING

Atlantic General Hospital’s Sleep Disor-
ders Diagnostic Center, 9733 Healthway
Drive, Berlin. Free mask fitting clinic for
patients who are having trouble adjust-
ing to their CPAP equipment. By ap-
pointment only: Robin Rohlfing,
410-641-9726.

STORY TIME ‘EARLY ONE MORNING’
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages
2-5 years. 410-632-3495, WWW.worces-
terlibrary.org

STORY TIME: WINTER CLOTHES

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Join in for story time all about what
keeps us warm during the winter. For
ages 2-5 years. 410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

MOBILE MENTOR

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. One-
on-one assistance for those who want to
make the most of their tablet or mobile
device. 410-641-0650, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

THE JOY OF OWNING A SMALL BUSINESS
IN RETIREMENT

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Mike
Healy, owner and Tour Director of Celtic
RnR Tours, will present how to start
your own travel business in retirement.
410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

PAINT & SIP

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 6-8 p.m. Cost is $27
and includes wine and crackers. Regis-
ter: 410-641-7052.

BEACH SINGLE 55 PLUS MEET AND
GREET

Thursdays - Harpoon Hanna'’s, 39064
Harpoon Road, Fenwick Island, DE, 4-6
p-m. 302-436-9577, BeachSingles.org.

ZUMBA

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4:30-5:30
p-m. Join licensed, certified Zumba in-
structor Joyce Landsman for an hour of

movement. These classes uplift and im-
prove mood. Registration required:
410-641-0650.
www.worcesterlibrary.org

Fri., Jan. 19

MAHJONG CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own
tile set. All are welcome. 410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

BOOK DISCUSSION: ‘EVERYONE KNOWS
YOUR MOTHER IS A WITCH’ BY RIVKA
GALCHEN

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. Copies
of the book are available at the Berlin Li-
brary circulation desk. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

OPEN MIC NIGHT

Puerto Real’s Upstairs Bar, 104 W.
Green St., Snow Hill, 6 p.m. Held every
third Friday. Free entry. 443-234-5145,
@puertorealtacos&amp;cantina,
www.puertorealtacos.com

BINGO FOR BABIES

Knights of Columbus, 9901 Coastal
Highway, Ocean City, 6:30 p.m. All prof-
its go to “BINGO For Babies” for the
Grace Center. Play every game for a base
price of $25. Cash prizes awarded. Jack-
pot game is worth $1,000. Doors open at
5 p.m. Refreshments available.

Sat., Jan. 20

VIRTUAL WALK WITH A DOC

Visit Atlantic General Hospital’s Face-
book page at 9 a.m. to watch a brief
health topic discussion. Then go for a
walk and share a selfie on social media
using #WalkedWithAGH. 410-641-
0268.

OP PLATFORM SEASON OPEN PLAY
Ocean Pines Racquet Center, 11443
Manklin Creek Road, 9:30 a.m. Every
Saturday through January. For new
players to meet and play with veteran
players and director. Tim Johnson, 410-
641-7228

SING-A-LONG WITH SAM

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 11 a.m. Sing
along with Sam Eddington as he shares
traditional kids songs in some fantasti-
cally fun and interactive ways. 410-957-
0878, www.worcesterlibrary.org

DEFYING EXPECTATIONS WITH AL ‘HONDO’
HANDY

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1 p.m. Al

“Hondo” Handy will talk about his book
and career as one of Worcester County’s
greatest coaches. Books will be available
for purchase and signing. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for
everything from fresh local produce to
unique handmade artisan goods. Open
to the public.

Sun., Jan. 21

JEHOVAH'’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. Www.jw.org

Mon., Jan. 22

STORY TIME: ‘BEARS’

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Stories, songs and a craft about hi-
bernating bears. For ages 2-5 years. 410-
524-1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org

CLAY AND PLAY

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m. Roll,
squish, mold and sculpt. For ages 2-5
years. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet?
Bring whatever project you happen to be
working on. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org

STEAM DREAMERS: SNOW STORM IN JAR
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 4 p.m. Make
your every own snow storms and hy-
pothesize how this craft works. For ages
6-12 years. 410-957-0878, www.worces-
terlibrary.org

BEACH HEROES-0C

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome.

WRITING FOR WELLNESS

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1:30 p.m.
Writing about stressful experiences like
illness may boost health & psychological
well-being. Group uses exercises to
stimulate creative expression. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org

T.0.PS. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin,
5-6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is
a weekly support and educational group
promoting weight loss and living a
healthy lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-
641-0157

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p-m. www.jw.org

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY

Tuesdays - Worcester County Health
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive,
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly
support and education group promoting
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-

289-4725

0C KNITTING CLUB

Tuesdays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m.

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00
p-m. All ladies who love to sing invited.
Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-
7062.

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and
others interested in watching or learning
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info:
TangobytheBeach.com.

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100

Tues., Jan. 23

VOLUNTEER OPEN HOUSE

Atlantic General Hospital’s Cafeteria,
9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin. 1-3 p.m.
Volunteers run errands for staff, process
and sort mail, work at the information
desk, help with administrative tasks,
Thrift Shop and more. Apply online:
www.atlanticgeneral.org/volunteer.

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with
optional light weights.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

Wed., Jan. 24

BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP

Held the third and fourth Wednesday of
each month. For surgical patients. At-
lantic General Bariatric Center, 410-641-
9568.

Continued on Page 20
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COMMUNITY RESOURCE FAIR
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 11
a.m.-2 p.m. Stop by and interact with
the many resource vendors from our
community. Visit all table for a chance
to win a $50 gift card to Food Lion.
410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

GRANDPARENT’S CLASS

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. This
program reviews current guidance, in-
cluding Infant Safe Sleep, Car Seat
Safety Basics, and Infant Nutrition. Pre-
register by calling 410-632-1100, Ext.
1126.

MEMOIR WRITING

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. Gail
Samis, retired literature and writing
professor, teaches how to write your
story. 410-641-0650, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin,
3-4:30 p.m. The goal of the support
group is to provide participants with
hope for the future. Gail Mansell, 410-
641-9725, gmansell@atlanticgeneral.org

CHARITY BINGO NIGHT

The Sterling Tavern, 119 N. Main St.,
Berlin, 6 p.m. Cards will sell for $2 each
to win some amazing prizes. Cash only.
Benefiting the Grace Center for Material
and Women’s Health.

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Commu-
nity Center, Assateague Room, 239
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. Doors open at
7:30 a.m. Third Wednesday meetings
are offsite and will be updated
monthly on the website and Facebook.
Guests are welcome. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org

ZUMBA WEDNESDAYS

Wednesdays - Ocean City 50plus Cen-
ter, 104 41st St., 10 a.m. Dance back-
ground not required.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

ONGOING EVENTS

THANK A VETERAN WITH A VALENTINE
CARD

Cards and candy will be delivered by
Copy Central staff. Please address cards
to: “A Veteran.” Homemade cards are
appreciated. No postage necessary. No
youth cards. Drop off locations in Ocean
Pines: Shamrock Realty Group, Copy
Central, Ocean Pines Library and Ocean

of Worcester County

New Home Build

APPLICATION ROUND OPEN
THROUGH JANUARY 31

¥ Habitat for Humanity”

Bishopville!

Habitat Worcester is building a 3BR 2 BA Home in |

e Accepting inquiries for our Build Program
January 17th - January 31st only '*\_‘__

» Begin by reviewing the eligibility guidelines on N
our website to make sure you meet the
preliminary requirements before inquiring

e |f you meet the requirements email:
families@habitatworcester.org to schedule a

preliminary interview by January 31st.

e Applicants who move into the full application
round and supply all required documentation in
a timely manner will be given first consideration

See if you qualify at habitatworcester.org, then
send an email to families@habitatworcester.org
to begin your application by January 31!

Pines Community Center. Deadlines is
Feb. 2. Sponsored by Caring for Amer-
ica.

2024 JUST WALK CHALLENGE

Get the most miles of physical activity
between Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 and be
crowned the Just Walk Worcester
Champion of 2024. Sign-up for Just
Walk Worcester and report your
monthly miles: https://justwalkworces-
ter.org/. 410-632-1100, Ext. 1110

TEEN STEAM STATION

Berlin Library, 13 Harrison Avenue, dur-
ing January. Drop in to create jewelry
using binary code, construct a flying
glider, design your own city out of recy-
cled material and much more. Chal-
lenges will change each week. For ages
11 years and older. 410-641-0650

TINY ART CONTEST (BLUE THEME)
Through January and held at all
Worcester County library branches. Pick
up a Take & Make Kit from Jan. 2-13.
Submit your creation by Jan. 16 for
judging. The first place winner from
each branch will win an art kit. For ages
6-12 years and 12-18 years.

OCEAN CITY CHAPTER OF THE SONS AND
DAUGHTERS OF ITALY

Meets every month (except July and
August) at the Knights of Columbus

DENTAL Insurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Get your FREE Information Kit
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

call 1-855-337-5228
Dental50PIlus.com/MDDC

Productfeatures nof awailable in af gates. Contact us for

Hall, 9901 Coastal Highway, Ocean
City, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Membership is
open to individuals of Italian descent
and their spouses. www.sonsofitaly-
oceancity.com

POLISH AMERICAN CLUB OF DELMARVA
Meets the second Wednesday of each
month (except July and August) at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 9901 Coastal
Highway, Ocean City, 2-4 p.m. A social
organization of men and women of Pol-
ish or Slavic descent.

KIWANIS 2024 “LOTTERY RAFFLE”
TICKETS ON SALE

Every Saturday at the Ocean Pines
Farmers Market from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cost is $20. A ticket is good for all 365
days of 2024 drawings of the Maryland
evening “Pick 3” drawing. There are 17
Special Dates that pay up to $250. See
www.kiwanisofopoc.org.

‘SAVE OUR STORIES’

The Ocean City Life-Saving Station Mu-
seum is asking community members to
send in their accounts as to how COVID-
19 has impacted them. The submissions
can be a specific experience, direct an-
swers to the prompt questions, or a
combination. No story is too long or too
short. To submit, visit www.ocmu-
seum.org. Info:
Christine@ocmuseum.org.

6347

Eation, Tofind
Y, N, VA - call HAOO-365-4781 or nespond for & similar offer |n your date, Ceﬂ I‘DGIE (25418465, CZS0ABA3 (1D C254ID; PA: CZ54PAY, ksurance Policy PBA/B4GI, PISOYBAIY (GA: PISAGA DK FIA0K. T PIS4TN),

g0 bo physiciansmutualcom/find-dentist. This specific offer ot available in 00,

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK, RV

Your donation helps provide food, clothing, hope.

LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY OF MD

ompassion Placc
MINISTRIES

Tax deductible.

MVA licensed #1044

410-228-8437

www. CompassionPlace.org
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Call 410-723-6397
by Monday 5 p.m.

Classifieds appear in Ocean City Today &
Bayside Gazette each week and online at
oceancitytoday.com & baysideoc.com

[EXBRESS

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS

The Maryland Coastal Bays
Program is Hiring

Program Coordinator

The Maryland Coastal Bays Program
(MCBP) is a non-profit 501 (C)(3)
organization dedicated to the
conservation and protection of the
waters and landscape surrounding
Maryland’s Coastal Bays. As one of

| 28 National Estuary Programs
throughout the country, MCBP relies
on a broad partnership of individuals,
organizations and agencies,
representing numerous stakeholders
and interested parties. Through its programs, staff and
partners, MCBP undertakes collaborative restoration,
research, monitoring and education.

About the Position: The Program Coordinator is a regular
full-time position whose responsibility is to coordinate with
partner organizations to further the implementation and
reporting of the MCBP Comprehensive Conservation and
Management Plan (CCMP). This position will also support
efforts for program development, grant acquisition and
some outreach activities. MCBP is interested in interviewing
individuals with broad watershed science experience and
the technical skills required for planning, writing and
implementing activities pertaining to watershed
management, public outreach, and development.

The ideal candidate has a firm understanding of watershed
ecology, from both the land and bays perspective, and has
a well-developed understanding of the science that drives
good resource management. The Program Coordinator
develops operational plans for CCMP objectives and tracks
and reports their progress. This position has significant
grant writing and grant administration responsibilities and
may oversee contractors and/or an employee.

Compensation: Salary is dependent upon experience.
This position is eligible for enrollment in an employee
funded 403b retirement plan and health care programs.
The position will receive holiday, vacation, personal and
sick leave.

To Apply: Please submit a cover letter stating your
qualifications and interest along with a resume. These
documents must be submitted digitally. References will be
required upon request.

Please Send Applications To: admin@mdcoastalbays.org

All qualified applicants will receive consideration without
regard to race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age,
disability, political belief, sexual orientation, gender identity,
veteran or military status, genetic information and
marital or familial status.

The Maryland Coastal Bays Program is an equal
opportunity employer.

Pool -

General Maintenance.
Outdoor work, lifting heavy
objects. Mechanical, basic

pool pump & motors,
CPO a plus / not required.

Able to pass CPO test.

Summer includes weekends
& long hours; working alone
or with others
410-289-4902
ask for Suzanne.

YR Rental WOC 1BD/1BA,
1 den unfurnished - 3rd floor
unit above antique
woodwork - big sundeck
with lots of privacy - all
hardwood floor and unique
woodwork, laundry facility
on second floor below unit,
$1450 + utilities, pets extra,
deposit required.
John, 410-726-0075,
jscollins111@comcast.net

Smal Engine Mechanic
Year-round.
Competitive Wages.
443-754-1047

Chairside
DENTAL ASS'T.

Experience Preferred
Ocean View, DE
Email Resume:

molarbiz@yahoo.com

Efficiency/1 Bath Condo
with full kitchen available for
either summer season for
$10,000 or 8 month lease for
$1250 per month.
Accommodates 2.
32nd Street, Bayside.
Resort Rentals,
410-524-0295

Seeking YR & Seasonal
Rentals! Call Howard Martin
Realty 410-352-5555.

D IN
IBENGYS

NOW HIRING!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility
Up to $20/hr.

Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

Fully Furnished
Townhouse, 4BR, 2BA,
Living Room, Dining Room.
Wiater, Electric and Cable not
included. $2100/month.
Yearly lease. One month
security deposit and one
month rent upfront. Located
at 438 Ocean Parkway,
Ocean Pines, MD 21011.
410-456-0272

Soconels
Hiring Cooks, Audio/Video
Techs, Maintenance Staff,
Painters, Carpenter,
Plumber, Housekeeper,
Liquor Store Attendant,
Boat Mates, Receivers,
Event Space Housekeeper

Apply in person or online at
seacrets.com

WOC - YR Rental - 5BR,
3.5BA, 3600 sq.ft. on pond.
$2950/month and one
months security plus utili-
ties. Contact Lou,
410-713-0065.

OFF SEASON
RENTALS

Utililites Included
CONTACT US AT
burgundyinn@gmail.com
410-289-8581

GETIT

RENTED HERE!
410-723-6397 L
www.oceancitytoday.net

www.baysideoc.com

Classifieds
410-723-6397

www.baysideoc.com
www.oceancitytoday.com
Classifieds Deadline
is 5pm Monday

i '
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal
entals
We Welcome Pets
7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700
www.holidayoc.com

RENTALS

Seeking To Rent. Long term,
year-round, unfurnished, 2BR/
2BA, ground floor. Ocean
City/Ocean Pines area. Great
references. 410-726-0169

ROOMMATES

Seeking Roommate to
share home Bayview
Estates, Selbyville, De.
5.7 miles to beach.
$850/month, all inclusive.
Private bedroom, shared
bath, kitchen, living areas,
outdoor space, W/D, with
community pool.
302-386-7818

Year-Round Room For Rent
Ocean Pines $800/month and
$200 security. Fully furnished.
All utilities included. 443-
880-2317

COMMERCIAL

Industrial Warehouse.
Space: 1500 sq. ft.
Masonry construction, 18’
high ceiling, large garage
door, bathroom.
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200.

1 Office/Retail Space
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft.

Call 443-497-4200

Commercial Warehouses
600 and 800 sq. ft. spaces
West Ocean City and
Bishopville, MD
Yearly Leases Only

Call 646-812-1212

SERVICES

DONATIONS

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? It could
mean a world of difference to
a hard-working international
student. We are looking to
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at
443-975-3065.

AUCTIONS

The contents of mini
storage units will be sold
online at Lockerfox.com.
Ocean City Mini Storage.

Units to be auctioned: B28-
B42-B89-027-051-056-
0151-0175-0165-0164-
S6-S32-S35-S188-S189-
S747-S785-S211. Units are
being sold due to non-pay-
ment of rent. Common
items in units are house-
hold items, furniture, tools,
fishing equipment, paint-
ings, antique and vintage
items.

Date: Friday,
January 26th, 2024
Time: 10:00 am

This will be an online
auction. Please go to
Lockerfox.com and
register.

Feel free to call 410-213-
2029 for any questions re-
garding the online auction.

Classifieds
410-723-6397

By Monday,
5 p.m.

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

HERKER PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

An Innovative Approach to Property Maintenance

WE OFFER: Full-Time, Monday - Friday, competitive pay,
great benefits, paid holidays and vacation.

- SENIOR OPERATIONS MANAGER -
EXPERIENCE REQUIRED: Customer Service, MS Word, Excel, & Outlook,
and marketing skills. Bi-lingual & strong math skills are a plus.

- EXPERIENCED MECHANIC -

to repair to maintain gas & diesel trucks and landscaping equipment.

call 610-459-5857 or email resume to
Gherker@comcast.net & Gherker@herkerinc.com

oc Today

www.oceancitytoday.com

ORDER YOUR CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE!

Place AnAd 3%

Classifieds appear in
Ocean City Today &
Bayside Gazette
each week and online at
oceancitytoday.com and
baysideoc.com

e Gonvenient

* Quick

¢ No Waiting, No Calls
¢ Days, Nights & Weekends
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AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER
COMPLETE BODY SHOP
Auto Sales & Service * Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists
TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD ROUTE 50, BERLIN
410-641-5262 410-641-3200

DIRECTORY

CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

- 302-436-5652

Famlly Owned and Operated Since 1983

DENTAL

DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com
HANDYMAN

PARRIS

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

* Roofing Repairs ¢ Rain Gutters * Screening « Staining
* Roof Cleaning ¢ Gutter Guards ¢ Painting * Caulking

« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing *
* Deck Repairs °

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured * MHIC 17433
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

410-893-9707

ELECTRICIAN
Raymond O’Brocki Jr.

Master Electrician
443 691 0544 Call or Text

Electric Vehicle Chargers

35 Years Experience

No Job Too Small! Free Estimates!
Residential/Commercial/Emergencies!
MD Lic #2268 Worcester Co Lic #M1337

PAUL'S HOME IMPROVEMENTS

All phases of home improvements
No job too small - No job too large
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES
Over 45 years
experience
MHIC

#83501 410'641'1548

CONSTRUCTION

M. ACTION SITE WoRK S

EXCAVATION & SKID STEER SERVICE
GRADING & GRAVEL ROAD MAINTENANCE
DEMOLITION & PROPERTY CLEAN UP

STORM CLEAN UP & DRAINAGE SOLUTIONS
UNDERBRUSH CONTROL & SAPLING REMOVAL

OFFICE 410-524-2424
KAI CROPPER
410-250-7653

Peter’s Repair Shop

ACTIONSITEWORK.COM

Furniture Repair

& Refinishing

Free Pick-Up & Delivery

410-603-7582

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PipelLine

@ Contracting, u.c

Home Improvement Services Company

“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Cabinets & Countertop * Flooring & Tile US Veterans
* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling ~ + Residential & Commercial Administration
« General Carpentry & « Servicing Maryland & Approved Contractor

Painting Delaware Beaches

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!
(410) 982-8368

(410) 208-1518 »
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net

MDHIC # 107489 » DE # 2014100304 + Insured & Licensed

'I"P

11

HOME IMPROVEMENT
11

Established 1977 wnls “

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

We accept MC/Visa
(410) 641-3762

Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

MENTAL HEALTH

e 3

=

shidghbids

Island Care Mental Health "<,

Mary Deborah Wilson
PMHNP

|
f
Avoid the Delays /

Medication & Therapy ,
MD DE Lic. 410-641-5190!__‘,*

y

r e

: Y ‘: £
E A

MVA LICENSED
'AND MORE

OCéd ] aganatitie

AND AGS

NEW TI13
WA

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIG!
riz; 9-2 & Wed.

JODY PALMISANG
o 410-629-5600

PAINTING

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin
. (/] Powerwashing (/] Drywall Repairs
[/] House/Deck Staining [/] Wallpaper Removal

[] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

Free
Estimates

Licensed
& Insured

MOVING SERVICES
BUDGET MOVERS

The Area’s Moving Gompany

LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial
Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move
Single Item or Certain ltems or Full Home
Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated
www.Facebook.com/ochudgetmovers
40+ Years in Business Licensed & Insured
PAINTING
L * CusTOM PAINTING
Zlmmerman * DRYWALL REPAIRS
* WALLPAPER REMOVED
& Son LLC * DECK & HOUSE

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing ~ * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING

CREDIT CARDS!

vss

10% Discount with this ad.

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

BaysideOC.com
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POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH

Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

Commercial & Residential « Complete Exterior Cleaning,

Hot Water, Powerwashing
& Soft Wash Systems

* Deck Staining
* Decks * Docks
* Houses * Restaurants
* Shopping Centers
* Roofs * & More
MHIC 97081

Ocean City 34629 * Delaware 2004 222 381
Licensed & Insured

Year round
services

aw/yearly & 6
seasonal

'S rates

@A) all sermff,;ls ad!
410-603-3400

Joe Beran/Owner Operator
acms1st@gmail.com

ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement
Specialist Since 1989

ROOFING © SIDING » DURADEK * WINDOWS » GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946
mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com

www.shoresidingmd.com *Licensed in MD, DE &VA

MARYLAND | DELAWARE | DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

FOUNDATION

Fllter

PROTECTION

'P&“g‘

Leaf

a\%\

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

Full Business Center
Custom Gifts

Graphic Designs

Retail Gift Items
Wedding Print Services

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

410-208-0641 - copycentral@verizon.net

HELP FUND THE =
MIIIIGE.!!EE?.. FUTURE OF JOURNALISM '

mddcpress.com/foundation

Bayside Gazette

DIRECTORY

PRINTING & DESIGN

OPEN
Mon.-Fri.
"\ 9am-5pm

* 0 Payments m

* 0 Interest PARADISE

* 12 Months
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable

Copy Central
g
11065 Cathell Road » Ocean Pines

YOUR BUSINESS

Home Need Improvements’

YO“I‘ Check out

Business
Card Here!

For a varlety
Call 410-723-6397

of local contractors

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.

Enjoy Free Internet Data on Your Mobile Devices with the
Affordable Connectivity Program. You qualify if you receive:
» Veterans Pension
« Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
» Tribal Assistance Program
« Housing Assistance

maxsio

TELECOM

» Medicaid
SNAP

Get a subsidized 4G Android Tablet for $20

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

FOREV;R

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

+102

SENIORS &
MILITARY!

152

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE"

0%

APR FOR
24 MONTHS**

/ usa

S CALL US TODAY FOR
\o A FREE ESTIMATE

Maon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST 5\

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

1-844-566-3227

A COMPANY OF
NLEAFHOME

It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 7-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* - valued at $735.

Call 855-993-0969 to

schedule your free quote!
GENERAC
= —— e |

*Terms and Conditions apply.
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COAS TA L 11005 Manklin Meadows Lane #1
Q D R U G Ocean Pines - 410-629-0089
N

PHARMACY
Coastal Drug Pharmacy Now
Provides Hospital Beds for Your Home

JI’. MEDICARE HEALTH INSURANCE

7 7 /N Purchase available | sur

Medicare Number/imera de Medicare

Wi th M ed i care 1EGA4-TE5-MKT72

Short Term Rentals available

We Can Bill Medicare for Any Wheelchair!

% e B COMFORT

‘ﬂ;\{ POSITIONS!

N |

e Easy In & Out « Extra Support to Lower Back

Wheel Chair Transport Chair 4 Wheel Rollator « Provides Relief to Muscle and Joint Pain

Short Prescription Wait Time « Durable Medical Equipment « Blister Packaging Medications
Immunizations Offered « Competitive OTC/Rx Cash Price « Wound Care Med Sync We Ca r

ry
(B
I FREE DELIVERY « WE ACCEPT ALL INSURANCES 0 |
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