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(Jan. 11, 2024) Most Ocean Pines 
residents can expect another de-
crease in lot assessments in the 2024-
25 fiscal year budget.  

The proposed non-waterfront lot 
assessment drops from $886 to 
$850, while waterfront lots remain 
steady at $1465, in the proposed 
budget reviewed by the Budget and 
Finance Committee last Wednesday.  

The income projections are up 
over last year’s budget and total ex-
penditures are higher than the last 
budget, yet the assessment decreased 
$36, General Manager John Viola 
said.  

Total revenues were budgeted at 
$16.5 million in FY23-24. In FY 24-
25, revenues in the proposed budget 
are $18.5 million.  

“Golf is the economic engine driv-
ing this budget. But it’s across the 

board. Let me make that clear,” Viola 
said.  

Reserves are expected to stay 
above $7 million. Currently, OPA re-
serves are 25.7 percent of fully 
funded, with that number trending 
up over the next five years, based on 
budget projections.  

Viola told the committee that 
preparation for the budget was a 
“bottom up process” with department 
heads that lasted three months. They 
looked at last year’s budget and com-
pared it with the forecast to deter-
mine the proposed budget.  

Highlights of the proposed FY24-
25 budget: 

Finance: There is no increase in 
the number of full-time employees, 
but some positions have been reallo-
cated. Proposed salary increases av-
eraged 4 percent with 1 percent for 
promotions. Viola expects the range 
to be between 2-6 percent. 

Public Relations and Marketing: 
Proposed revenue of $65,000, down 
from $66,000 budgeted previously. 
Total expenses proposed at $86,000, 

(Jan. 11, 2024) Trees are part of 
the natural beauty of Ocean Pines. 
But as the community ages, so do 
the trees.  

The OPA Environment and Nat-

ural Assets Advisory Committee is 
encouraging the planting of new 
trees both in public areas and on 
residential lots.  

“Ocean Pines is getting to an age 
where many trees are reaching 
their age limit. They are dying and 
they are getting cut down. We are 
losing our tree habitat,” said Tim 
Peck, the chair environment com-
mittee.  

Native trees, plants must 
be protected, encouraged
Committee seeks to keep 
local species thriving part 
of Ocean Pines’ woods

Assessments decline  
in projected budget
Golf shows revenue gains 
as OP plan expects $2M   
increase in total income

Yum! 
Restaurant Week in Berlin

(Jan. 11, 2024) As the holidays end and 
winter sets in, Berlin establishments have 
created special menus for their Restaurant 
Week. 

Approximately 15 eateries are participating 
this year, including The Globe, On What Grounds, 
Rayne’s Reef Soda Fountain and Grill, Blacksmith, 
The Sterling Tavern, 410 Social, and The Atlantic 
Hotel Bistro Bar. 

According to Economic and Community Develop-
ment Director Ivy Wells, Cam Bunting of Bunting 
Realty approached the town five years ago with the 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See RESTAURANT Page 4

CINDY HOFFMAN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Protected: Holly trees and other native plants, such as magnolia, bayberry and laurel, cannot 
be taken down without specific permission.

By Cindy Hoffman 
Staff Writer

See PLANT Page 3

See OPA Page 14

By Cindy Hoffman 
Staff Writer

Offering the Pelvic Wave  

80% Effective in Treating Urinary Incontinence 
CALL TODAY!

Spelled Different Because We Are Different®
FYZICAL of Ocean Pines 

11204 Racetrack Rd, Suite 101 • Ocean Pines, MD, 21811 
410-208-1525FYZICAL-DELMARVA.COM

FYZICAL of West Ocean City 
12472 Sea Oaks Ln, Unit 1 • Berlin, MD 21811 

410-747-3522
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The committee recently submitted 
recommendations in its annual re-
port to the board of directors to plant 
trees in the common areas, including 
White Horse Park.  

One free source of seedlings is 
Maryland DNR. Through a program 
called “Nuts about Acorns,” the state 
works with volunteers to collect nuts 
and acorns from native trees to re-
plenish the state’s nursery. It also 
gives away “backyard buffer tree bun-
dles” to Worcester County residents. 
Twenty seedlings are included in 
each bundle and varieties vary from 
year to year. To take advantage of this 
program, visit berlinmd.gov/byb-
trees2022/ 

Beyond reforestation, the environ-
ment committee is also interested in 
preserving the current native trees in 
Ocean Pines.  

The Ocean Pines Compliance, Per-
mits and Inspections Department 
states that its objective “is to preserve 
the natural beauty and setting of 
Ocean Pines and to prevent indis-
criminate clearing of property, re-
moval of trees, and earth moving.”  

The permit protocol to remove a 
tree states that a tree must be dead or 
dying, diseased, rotting, storm-dam-

aged, dangerous, within 10 feet of a 
foundation, within three feet of a 
driveway or could damage a bulk-
head. 

In its annual report to the board, 
the committee noted “there appeared 
to be some lack of control of tree cut-
ting as intended by established Ocean 
Pines guidelines where new building 
lots in all areas of Ocean Pines were 
commonly clear-cut of trees and tree 
cutting around existing homes 
seemed to be increasing at a rate 
much higher than several years ago.” 

The committee has encouraged as-
sociation officials to keep the cutting 
under control, according to Peck. The 
committee has not received detailed 
feedback on this issue.  

The Architectural Review Commit-
tee guidelines state that native mag-
nolia, holly, bayberry and laurel are 
protected plants. Permits for removal 
of these species may be approved if 
they are diseased, dangerous or im-
pair vision for driving.  

The county regulates critical areas 
where homes are within 100 feet of a 
waterway. These landowners have to 
put down a deposit, and that gets re-
turned if they mitigate their tree-cut-
ting practice on their lot.  

Plant trees in common areas
Continued from Page 1

Ocean Pines is 
known for its 

forested land-
scape. The  

Environment 
and Natural As-

sets Advisory 
Committee is 

concerned 
about excessive 
cutting of trees 

destroying exist-
ing habitats and 

the community 
character. 

CINDY HOFFMAN/ 
BAYSIDE GAZETTE

See TREES Page 7

2017 & 2018

505 SUNLIGHT LANE #2 • BERLIN   
PURNELL CROSSING COMMUNITY

Realtor® SFR®
debbennington4@gmail.com

Let Me Find You The Home Of Your Dreams 
For The New Year!

The Pros 
To Know

410-208-3500 x308 Office 
410-603-8065  Cell 

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane Ocean Pines, MD

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the  
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of the HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

TOWNHOME SMALL TOWN LIVING

Make your dream a reality by purchasing now. Act quickly before these homes are gone.  
Call for your private showing today!

PRIVATE WOODED LOT HOME

•  3 BR 2.5 BA Townhome in Walking Distance to Main Street 
•  Cathedral Ceiling, Hunter Douglas Ceiling Fans, Faux  
  Wooden Blinds 
•  Extra Kitchen Cabinetry, Custom Backsplash & Upgraded  
  Appliances.  
•  Open Floor Plan Dining Room, Living Room & Sunroom  
• 1st level Primary Suite, Walk-In Closet & Recently  
  Renovated Primary BA.  
•  Expansive Loft Area with 2 Large BRs, Walk-in Closets  
  & full BA  
•  Vinyl Fenced-in Backyard, Peaceful Views  
  of Wooded Pastureland.  
•  Oversized 1-Car Garage, Newer Roof & Gas Furnace!  
•  Enjoy historic Berlin’s Dining,  
  Shopping & Weekly seasonal events!  

123 OCEAN PARKWAY  
NORTH GATE OCEAN PINES

•  Lovely Open Floor Plan 3 BR, 3BA Home 
•  Cathedral Ceilings, Skylights, Mantled Natural Gas Fireplace  
•  Expansive Kitchen overlooks Dining Room & Great Room 
•  Private Screen Porch & Outside Back Deck 
•  1st Level Primary Suite & Private BA with Stand-Up  
   Shower & Jetted Tub  
•  Private 2nd Floor Spacious Primary Suite for Guest or  
   Perfect Home Office 
•  1st Level Washer & Dryer 
•  2nd Floor Attic Space Storage Plus Outdoor Attached  
   Storage Shed 
•  Enhancements within last 5 years: Replaced Appliances,  
   Washer, Dryer, AC, Furnace & dry zone encapsulation.  
   Do not pass on an opportunity to make this house your home!  
 

Call now for your private showing. $379,000 $359,000
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of your receipt/pictures.

Sasha@AtlanticAssemblers.com
302-569-9732



idea of sponsoring a week where 
restaurants cater their special dishes 
to locals. It also encourages guests to 
dine at their favorite spots, often 
crowded during the summer and hol-
idays and try new places at a dis-
counted price. 

“A lot of unique restaurants have 
opened. January, typically a slow 
month, is a perfect time for locals to 
try them,” Wells said. “The establish-
ments are 100 percent in. They are 
excited to figure out what will be on 
their menus. It keeps getting bigger 
and better every year.” 

A contest to win a $400 gift card to 
be used at any participating Berlin 
restaurant and $100 cash donated by 
Bunting is organized to incentivize 
diners. Patrons must eat at three 
places and stamp their cards to enter. 

For locals looking for a morning or 
an afternoon pick-me-up deal, On 
What Grounds offers a breakfast 
sandwich and any beverage of any 
size for $7.99 or $2 off any upgraded 
drink. These include specialty coffees, 
like the winter spice and Aztec mocha 
lattes. 

The Globe has lunch and dinner 
options. Afternoon diners will be wel-
comed with $10 specials, and those 

who wish to wait until the evening 
can expect to pay $30 for three 
courses. 

A soup or salad will start the meal, 
followed by either prime rib, a crab-
cake, or an Indian dish, and finished 
with a sweet treat by Baked Desserts 
Café. 

“We’re looking forward to it. 
Hopefully, a lot of people come out,” 
owner Jon Lane said. 

Similarly, Blacksmith has two 
menus. Their two courses for the $22 
lunch special starts with butternut 
squash bisque with balsamic, tomato 
and artichoke soup with lemon, 
shrimp bisque with sherry, or a Cae-
sar salad with house croutons. 

To follow, patrons can choose the 
crispy rockfish with hand-cut chips, a 
jumbo lump or vegan crabcake sand-
wich on local brioche, a shrimp po’ 
boy on a local baguette, or the crispy 
chicken sandwich on local brioche. 
They will also offer three dinner 
courses for $33. Some dishes include 
shrimp goat cheese wontons, and 
crispy pork belly bao buns. 

410 Social is excited to participate 
in its second Restaurant Week. To 
celebrate, the menu includes two 
courses for $22. Customers will 
choose scampi crostini or burrata, a 

410-style- smashed burger, a tuna ex-
press wrap, or blackened tacos. 

“We wanted to have some lighter 
options because we plan to switch to 
heavier winter menu items in the 
coming weeks,” 410 Social owner 
Marcos Lopez said. “It’s also great be-
cause it gives guests the chance to try 
something they might be apprehen-
sive about.” 

Restaurant Week takes place from 
Jan. 12 through Jan. 18. Additional 
menus can be found on the establish-
ments’ Facebook pages and the Berlin 
Welcome Center window on 14th 
South Main Street, where guests 
vying for the gift card and cash prize 
can pick up and deliver their stamped 
cards. The drop box will be open 
twenty-four-seven.

Page 4 Bayside Gazette January 11, 2024

PHOTO COURTESY BLACKSMITH BERLIN 
Blacksmith Berlin’s menu for Berlin Restaurant Week, which runs Jan. 12-18.

Continued from Page 1

Restaurant Week in Berlin: 
great deals on great meals
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Replacement of 
water meters in 
Berlin underway

(Jan. 11, 2024) Public Works crews 
have started to replace water meters 
in Berlin with a new Smart Water 
Meter that will wirelessly transmit 
water use data. The data will improve 
the accuracy of water meter billing, 
according to town officials. 

Crews will replace meters during 
regular business hours Monday 
through Friday. Meters at bigger busi-
nesses and schools might be changed 
out later in the night or on weekends. 
The process for a residence takes 15-
30 minutes. The team is averaging 
about 10 minutes a meter this week, 
according to Jimmy Charles, the 
town’s director of Public Works. 

The meter replacement has started 
this week in Decatur Farms. Workers 
will knock on the door before they 
shut off the water, Charles said. After 
the meter is replaced, they will put a 
door hanger at each residence alerting 
them to the replacement and provid-
ing instructions.  

Residents are encouraged to flush 
the water system for 5 to 10 minutes 
to clear any sediment or discoloration 
in the water line. 

In order to help speed up the re-

placement effort, residents are asked 
to clear plants, mulch and trees away 
from the meters. If the area is not 
cleared, plantings will be removed by 
the crew.  

By town code, residents are re-
sponsible for keeping meters unob-
structed, according to Mary Bohlen, 
the town administrator.  

Keeping the meters clear of plant-

ings also helps if there is an emer-
gency and the water needs to be shut 
off.  

The meter replacement timeline is 
on the bills. Charles reported during 
the council meeting that his depart-
ment cans replace about 10-15 meters 
a day.  

There is no change in the billing 
structure, according to Mayor Zack 

Tyndall. “The only thing you may ex-
perience, if you have an older meter, 
it may not be capturing all of the use. 
If there is a change, residents can call 
for a re-read, we offer that service. But 
that probably is your actual usage,” he 
said. 

Within 60-90 days, most of the 
meters will have been changed, 
Charles said.

By Cindy Hoffman 
Staff Writer The Town of 

Berlin is in the 
process of  
replacing water 
meters. The 
crew is cur-
rently working 
in the green 
area and will 
move clockwise 
through the 
other areas. 
PHOTO COURTESY  
TOWN OF BERLIN

ATLANTIC DENTAL 
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

PREVENTIVE CARE • INVISALIGN 
PERIODONTAL TREATMENT • FULL MOUTH 
RESTORATIONS • IMPLANT RESTORATIONS 

SMILE ENHANCEMENTS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR OUR CURRENT PATIENTS 

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST  
We have generations of experience and are  
well known for our exceptional dental care.   

 

We would like to wish you 
and your family Happy Holidays!
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“Our committee has observed that 
typically, they [the new plantings] are 
not native, they are more ornamental, 
which defeats the purpose of preserv-
ing the natural tree habitat in Ocean 
Pines,” Peck said.  

“Modifying the tree-cutting prac-
tice from practices followed several 
years ago is a significant change to the 
legacy of Ocean Pines and long-term 
vision of our community that was es-
tablished over 50 years ago,” the com-
mittee said in its annual report.  

“The excessive cutting of trees de-
stroys existing habitats, significantly 
contributes to conditions of flooding 
in OP, and degrades runoff into OP 
canals. Considering that current pat-
terns of rainfall include increasing 
high rainfall storm events, the re-
moval of trees and increasing paved 
areas will exponentially increase 
flooding in OP. The long-term im-
pacts of this problem will translate to 
very high infrastructure costs due to 
flooding damage and mitigation ef-
forts. In addition, water quality in the 
canals will decline.”  

Trees also protect local wildlife. In 
its annual report, the committee ex-
pressed concern for the impact of tree 
cutting on the east side of the South 
Pond, “essentially evicting turtles 
from their landing.”  

The committee requested a log be 

placed in the water in that area to re-
store this habitat. Using logs from 
trees that are being cut down by the 
Public Works Department would 
save money, Peck said.  

Also regarding the South Gate 
Pond, the committee has been re-
searching options for controlling the 
geese population.  

The committee has recommended 
egg addling at this pond. Addling, or 
shaking the eggs, is a common 
process used to stop the development 
of the egg, but a permit is needed to 
do so.  

The committee has recommended 
habitat changes around the pond to 
deter geese from nesting. Geese will 
not nest in tall vegetation around the 
shoreline due to fears of hidden pred-
ators.  

“Because of the nature of the land 
use around the pond, there has to be 
a combination of actions,” Peck said.  

The issue can be more compli-
cated at the South Pond, where peo-
ple like to fish, according to Peck. If 
OPA implements these recommenda-
tion, it will not eliminate the goose 
population but will help control it.  

The environment committee plans 
to be at the OPA Expo Day on April 
20 to talk to residents about the 
many projects the committee is work-
ing on and educate them on environ-
mental preservation. 

Trees also protect local wildlife
Continued from Page 3 Assoc. Broker, CRS

C: 410-430-5743 • O: 410-208-3500 • F: 410-641-1633 • E-Mail: Marlene@MarleneOtt.com

www.MarleneOtt.com | 11001 Manklin Meadows Lane,  

HHoommeess  AArree  SSeelllliinngg!!  CCaallll  MMee  TTooddaayy  TToo  LLiisstt  YYoouurrss!!

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the Berkshire  
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of the HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

 $564,950

Your dream come true 3-bedroom 2 bath condominium sold fully furnished 
including the artwork! Great midtown location with spectacular views of the 
bay. This well-appointed luxury 4th floor unit features a bayfront primary suite. 
High ceilings and crown molding are added features. The building features 
covered parking, with each unit having 2 assigned spaces, elevator, and 
outdoor pool. The following are major capital projects by the Condo 
Association: Roof replaced in 2016, Stairwells in 2016, Walkways in 2021 
and Elevator in 2022. This is a must-see property if you are accustomed to 
the very best. Conveniently located a short distance to the beach and close to 
some of the great restaurants in OC. Never a rental and  
Easy to see.

MID-TOWN CONDO WITH SPECTACULAR BAY VIEWS

105 56TH STREET #405 
MARESOL CONDOMINIUMS  OCEAN CITY

Call 410-449-4090 Today for more information or 
to schedule a visit to our on-site showroom.

410-449-4090

Our Staff is Regularly Tested for Covid-19

24 Hour Awake Staff 
All Private Rooms & Baths 
Three Home-Cooked Meals a Day! 
All Inclusive Pricing 
In-House Doctor Visits 
VA and MAC Subsidy Approved 
Respite Care and Hospice Care
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Midnight ball drop dropped 
in Berlin due to low turnout

(Jan. 11, 2024) While the crowds 
were large for the 6 p.m. New Year’s 
Eve ball drop in Berlin, they petered 
out for the midnight event, leaving the 
mayor and council to decide to drop 
the ball drop at midnight from New 
Year’s Eve 2024 events.  

There were about 200 people at the 
midnight event, reported Council 
Member Jay Knerr, who said he ex-
pected closer to 1,000 attendees.  

The 6 p.m. family event was sched-
uled to coincide with new year’s in 
Berlin, Germany. 

“The kid’s ball drop was wonderful 
and it has grown. This year, it was the 
busiest it has ever been. A lot of locals, 
even without kids, were there. Busi-
nesses were busy, families did shop-

ping and dinner before and after,” Ivy 
Wells, the director for economic and 
community development, said.  

“Restaurants were doing amazing 
until about 8 p.m. That was when the 
crowd died down.” 

Some of the bars, such as Sisters, 
were not open for New Year’s Eve. 
Others, such as Burley Oak and the 
Globe hosted their own events and 
were crowded all night.  

Town officials estimate that 
staffing the two events costs about 
$6,000, suggesting that cutting back 
to just one ball drop would cut the bill 
roughly in half.  

“This is one of the more expensive 
events given the overtime costs and 
length of events,” Mayor Zack Tyndall 
said.  Town employees start working 

By Cindy Hoffman 
Staff Writer

See COUNCIL Page 12

CINDY HOFFMAN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The 6 p.m. ball drop on New Year’s Eve, pictured here, was a great success, but the midnight ball 
drop had limited attendance, leading the mayor and council to decide to cancel the midnight event 
in 2024.
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January 18-19th 
2020 

Juried vendor show  
for all mediums

For More Information:  
443-235-2926 

www.delmarvaartexpo.com

Ocean City  
Convention Center 

40th St. Bayside

Saturday 10-5 & Sunday 10-3 

$4.00 Admission

January 13-14th 
2024
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Building coastal dreams.
Delmarva’s Premiere Design Build & Renovation Specialist for Over 31 Years 

The Sign of Quality

2015-2022

20
21

Locally Owned and Operated • Licensed and Insured  
MHBR #858 • MHIC #93351 

410-641-4076 • tg-builders.com 
10776 Grays Corner Rd. Berlin, MD 

New Home Construction, Additions and Renovations

Reputation • Quality • Free Custom Design Services 

20
23

HOME REMODELING COMPANY

CORE VALUES OF INTEGRITY • EMPATHY • LOVE
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(Jan. 11, 2024) The Berlin Historic 
Committee and the mayor and council 
discussed and approved the following 
matters at their meetings this week.  

South Main Street 
The Berlin Historic Commission ap-

proved the replacement of a metal 
awning that was damaged by a deliv-
ery truck in October at 7 South Main 
Street.   

The current awning is an olive 
green, and the new awning is ex-
pected to be a similar color.  

Chamber Awards Dinner 
The mayor and council approved a 

special event, one-day permit applica-
tion for the chamber awards dinner to 
be held at the Berlin Fire Company 
Headquarters on Jan. 18.  

William St. Pump Station 
The Town of Berlin acknowledged 

final acceptance and start of the two-
year warranty for the William Street 

Pump Station Upgrade Project, effec-
tive Dec. 8.  

The completion date of the two-
year warranty is set for Dec. 8, 2025. 
A warranty inspection will be per-
formed in November 2025 prior to the 
warranty completion date.  

Taylor Bank 
Work on the Taylor Bank building 

has begun.  
The bank will be replacing the ATM 

on Main Street to make it more acces-
sible and visible to customers and law 
enforcement. A dumpster with a 
wooden plywood sheet has been 
placed on Broad Street and will be 
there for the duration of the project. 

Fire Company 
The Berlin Council approved 

$136,980 in American Rescue Funds 
to be distributed to the Berlin Fire 
Company to pay on a loan for two 
pieces of equipment. 

The payment will allow the com-
pany to reduce the term of the loan by 
about one year and save about 
$10,000 in interest.

Berlin Briefs
By Cindy Hoffman 
Staff Writer

CINDY HOFFMAN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Taylor Bank has a dumpster on Broad Street to collect debris from construction projects in the 
building, including the replacement of the ATM machine. 

Saturday, Feb 3, 2024 
8:00 am - until

We are Following CDC Guidelines  
for Everyone’s Health & Safety.

$6.00$6.00

Call your order in to  
410-641-1064 

or email: BerlinLions2023@gmail.com 
- SAUSAGE & SCRAPPLE - 

SAUSAGE $6/LB • HOT OR MILD • 4 LB. MINIMUM 
PORK LOIN and PORK RIBS $4/LB

Sponsored by: 
BERLIN LIONS CLUB 

ROUTE 113 • BERLIN, MD 21811

CP

CP

CP

CP

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.

Complete Diagnostics and Programming • Custom Exhaust • Major or Minor Repairs 
ASE-Certified Technicians • Complete Auto Body Shop • 24-HouR Towing

RacetrackOC.com 

JOIN OUR VIP CLUB

SpECIAl DISCOUntS 
for VIp Members 

JOIn tODAY!

EVERY 6TH  

OIL CHANGE

FREE
$9999

Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 1/31/24

MD. STATE 
INSPECTION 
Most VehiclesReg. $10900

FREE
With Purchase of Oil, Lube & Filter 
for life of tires when purchased at Racetrack Auto

Includes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of Oil, other weights 
available at extra charge. Diesel Oil & Filter extra.  

All coupons must be presented before estimate. Cannot combine coupons. 
Exp. 1/31/24

Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 1/31/24

SYNTHETIC  
OIL CHANGE  
UP TO 5 QTS.

“The Place That Does It All”

TRAILERS,  
TRAILER HITCHES,  
PARTS & REPAIRS

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair? Visit One of our 3 Locations

RENTAL CARS 
AVAILABLE 

TIRE  
ROTATION

$10 OFF 
Cannot be combined with other discounts. Exp. 1/31/24

$6995

PREMIUM 
TIRES  

COME SEE THE EXPERTS!

RACETRACK AUTO & TIRE CENTER 
10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin 

410-641-5262  
RACETRACK MARINE & BOAT SALES 

10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin 
410-641-5204  

RACETRACK AUTO & BODY SHOP 
10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin 

410-641-3200

COOLANT 
FLUSH

AUTO DETAILING 
AVAILABLE



(Jan. 11, 2024) Maryland hunters 
who did not harvest a turkey during 
the fall will have another chance dur-
ing the winter season, which runs 
statewide from Jan. 18-20.  

Hunting hours are from a half-
hour before sunrise to a half-hour 
after sunset. The bag limit is one 
turkey of either sex. 

“The winter season provides a 
great opportunity for hunters to 
enjoy the outdoors during a time of 
year when hunting seasons are wind-
ing down,” Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources Wildlife and Her-
itage Service Director Karina Stone-
sifer said in a news release. “The 
winter season offers hunters a unique 
opportunity to get one last hunt in be-
fore spring.”  

During the winter turkey season, 
hunters may only use shotguns 
loaded with No. 4 shot or smaller, 
crossbows, vertical bows, or airguns 
that shoot arrows or bolts. 

Hunters are reminded that it is il-
legal to hunt turkeys with bait. Suc-
cessful hunters are required to check 
in their harvest by phone at 888-
800-0121, online, or through the de-
partment’s mobile app. 

The Maryland Guide to Hunting 
and Trapping provides information 
about winter turkey hunting, includ-
ing season open dates and regula-
tions.
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Winter turkey season slated 
Jan. 18-20 across Maryland

PHOTO COURTESY MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCESE 
A group of turkeys flock together in a field in Maryland. 
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(Jane. 11, 2024) Just after mid-
night last Saturday, members of the 
Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment were called out in below freez-
ing temperatures to the South Gate 
Pond near Mankin Creek Road for a 
water rescue. 

According to a news release from 
the department, a 911 caller said they 
heard someone yelling and found “a 
male of unknown age in the pond.” 

When responders arrived at the 
pond, the release said they heard 
yelling and moved to the tax/drainage 
ditch below Headliners Salon, where 
they found two men in knee high 
water restricted by thick layers of mud 
and sediment. One of the men was the 
911 caller and told the responders he 
was trying to rescue the other man in 
the pond.  

As the responders worked on their 
rescue plan, the release said the man 
who went in the pond first rolled face 
first into the water. A responder “im-
mediately entered the water and was 
able to keep the victim’s head out of 
the water until fellow responders were 
able to scale the bank and extricate 
both victims,” the release said. 

Because of the unknown reasons 
the first man was in the water, and 
potential for hypothermia and other 
medical issues, the Maryland State 
Police Trooper 4 helicopter flew him 
to shock trauma for treatment. The 

other two people who were in the 
water were given warm blankets, but 
refused any further treatment. 

The release said the incident was 
“very serious,” as a drowning can 
occur in as little as a few inches of 

water. The below freezing tempera-
tures made the situation dangerous 
for the people in the water and the 
emergency officials who responded. 
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at noon and many don’t leave until 
after midnight.  

“The humanity of it is a little 
tough,” Council member Steve Green 
remarked about the long hours for 
town employees.  

Other towns also saw a decrease of 
about 50 percent in attendance, Wells 
said. 

“There is a lot of competition on 
New Year’s Eve,” Council Member 
Jack Orris said.  

Wells suggested the 6 p.m. ball 
drop be rebranded for next year to 
make it welcoming for all. 

Continued from Page 8

Second ball drop 
nixed for NYE ‘24 

Two rescued from cold pond in Ocean Pines
Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire 
Department retrieve men 
from dangerous waters 

PHOTO COURTESY OCEAN PINES VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Lights from emergency vehicles illuminate the South Gate Pond near Manklin Creek Road in Ocean Pines during the early morning hours of Jan. 6. 
Members of the Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Department responded to the area just after midnight last Saturday for a water rescue. 

From 
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roots to  

tree tops,  

we have  
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302-337-3346

Serving Maryland and Delaware  
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Extreme Winter Deal 
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Expires March 31, 2024

LOCAL ART • VINTAGE
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ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE
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On the corner, south of the stoplight

33034 Main St., Dagsboro

Call or Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
or email: jaynesreliable@gmail.com

OPEN Fri - Sun
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Berlin Council supports fund 
request for sports complex

(Jan. 11, 2024) The Berlin Town 
Council voted to have Mayor Zack 
Tyndall send a letter to Secretary He-
lene Grady of the Maryland Depart-
ment of Budget and Management 
supporting Ocean City’s request for 
$1.2 million in state funding to per-
form a site assessment, preliminary 
design and cost estimates for a youth 
sports complex. 

The cost of the first stage of the 
project is estimated at $1.5 million 
and Ocean City is set to contribute 
$300,000 to help fund the balance.  

“The Maryland Stadium Authority 
recently completed an economic fea-
sibility study for a sports complex in 
Worcester County,” the letter stated. 
“The study indicated that a sports 
complex near Ocean City with 8-10 

multipurpose tournament quality 
outdoor fields and an indoor facility 
with 10 basketball courts/20 volley-
ball courts would create 720-860 new 
Maryland jobs. Additionally, the 
study showed that a facility of this 
size could produce $80-$95 million 
in state economic impact and $7-$8 
million in state tax revenue.”  

The facility is expected to cost in 
the range of $150 million. 

Tyndall and council members 
Steve Green and Shaneka Nichols 
represent Berlin on a 31-member task 
force for the proposed a sports com-
plex. 

“The Town of Berlin believes a re-
gional sports complex of this size will 
contribute positively to the local and 
state economy and further leverage 
Worcester County as a tourism desti-
nation in Maryland,” the letter said.

Baltimore man sentenced 
to 12 yrs. for robbery in OC

(Jan. 11, 2024) An 18-year-old Bal-
timore man is set to spend 12 years in 
prison after conviction on armed rob-
bery charges stemming from a 2022 
incident in Ocean 
City. 

According to a 
news release from 
Worcester County 
State’s Attorney Kris 
Heiser, Davarn M. 
Leach was sentenced 
in mid-December to 
20 years in prison, 
with all but 12 years suspended and 
three years supervised probation re-
quired upon release. 

The news release said Leach was 
convicted of an armed robbery charge 
in relation to a call for service made 
to the Ocean City Police Department 
on Nov. 18, 2022.  

Officers responded to Dorchester 
Street downtown, where a man said 

he had been standing near his vehicle 
when he was attacked by a group of 
three males, one of whom was report-
edly Leach. One of the males pulled a 
handgun, reportedly pointed it at the 
man’s head, and struck him with it 
while demanding money, car keys 
and a cell phone. The release said the 
males then stole the vehicle and 
“other items” and drove away.  

The man who was attacked was 
taken to the hospital for treatment of 
a laceration he reportedly suffered 
during the incident. 

Officers found the stolen vehicle 
leaving town and reported it to fellow 
law enforcement officials. The release 
said the vehicle eventually crashed in 
Cambridge and when officers arrived 
they discovered Leach was a passen-
ger. They found stolen items as well 
as a handgun, which was also re-
ported stolen, on Leach and arrested 
him on the armed robbery charge.

By Cindy Hoffman 
Staff Writer

Davarn Leach

RESERVENOW!

11036 Worcester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811

Please join us for live, in-person services 
Fridays at 7:30 P.M.

Shop Our Judaica Store. Many New Items in Stock!



up from $77,000 previously. The pro-
posed budget includes a $14,000 in-
crease to promote banquets and 
weddings, per a request from the Matt 
Ortt Company.  

General Maintenance: Proposed 
expense of $710,000, which is about a 
5 percent increase to the total budget 
based on cost increases for vehicles, 
maintenance and materials. 

Public Works Director Eddie Wells 
highlighted some of the work his team 
is doing at the beach club, including 
replacing some flooring and bar tops. 
Viola said more work is being done in 
house and with some outside contrac-

tors. Wells noted that a lot of the facil-
ities are newer now, so they don’t need 
as much maintenance at this point.  

Public Works: Total proposed rev-
enues are $120,000, up from $95,000 
previously. Total operating costs come 
in about the same at $1.8 million. 
Wells reported that he is close to fully 
staffed. Drainage repair and mainte-
nance is budgeted at $175,000. Roads 
and bridge repairs and maintenance is 
budgeted at $100,000.  

Bulkheads: Total revenue projected 
to be $1.17 million with expenses at 
$1.17 million. There has been no in-
crease in bulkhead assessments for 
the past several years. 

Contracting has been negotiated 
before the year starts and materials 
were purchased in advance to get the 
best prices. The plan remains to re-
place about 2,100 linear feet each 
year. Dredging costs are proposed at 
$50,000. OPA submits 20 lot applica-
tions a year and there is a two-year 
waiting period for dredging permits.  

Marina: Total revenue projected to 
be $1.2 million, close to what was bud-
geted previously. Expenses are pro-
posed at $181,000, up from $155,000. 
Capt. Ron Fisher recommended a 15 
percent increase in slip fees, which he 
said would still leave the marina 
charging less than everybody else. The 
current charge is $85 a foot, which 
would increase to $104. That com-
pares to $140 a foot at competing 
marinas, he said. Fisher reported that 
there are about 100 boats on the wait-
ing list currently, with 87 slips.  

Police: Proposed revenue for 
FY24-25 is $605,000, with $550,000 
coming from country grants. Operat-
ing costs are projected to be $2.23 mil-
lion, up from $2 million previously. 
Chief Tim Robinson hired LEXAPOL 
for $25,000 with a $6,700 subscrip-
tion fee annually to write policies and 
procedures for the department. 

LEXAPOL works nationwide to eval-
uate and develop the best practices 
and policies and fine-tune them for 
local departments. Robinson is plan-
ning for a new website funded by a 
grant for this year. 

The pill drop-off box in the police 
lobby is emptied for $50 a week for 
proper disposal of medications. The 
department’s body cam contract is 
$30,000 a year. Robinson is focused 
on applying for grants to help with 
funding. He has proposed to raise 
$53,000 in grants next year from the 
state, as compared to $3,400 received 
in FY24..  

There will be no increase in full-
time employees, as the department is 
reallocating resources. A new part-
time employee has been hired to man-
age the property room, evidence and 
reporting system.  

Overtime is proposed at $65,000, 
but the chief expects that to go down 
as recruitment increases. He is trying 
to attract recently retired officers. His 
goal is to hire three to four recruits 
who can go into the academy in July 
and be working by the end of the year.  

The department does not have 
LEOPS (Law Enforcement Officers 
Pension System), but a retirement 

CINDY HOFFMAN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Golf continues to be the economic engine driving the Ocean Pines budget. 

CINDY HOFFMAN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The Ocean Pines Board of Directors approved funding for the expansion of the tiki bar at the Yacht 
Club. Matt Ortt projects that the expansion cost will be pay for itself in three years.

OPA draft budget expects additional revenue
Continued from Page 1
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fund/equivalent has been proposed at 
$216,000. Take-home cars are a big 
benefit for officers and the chief said if 
a pay scale is implemented, “that will 
speak volumes for the people who are 
here.” 

Fire: The Fire Department’s re-
quest remains close to flat for Ocean 
Pines at $987,000. Apparatus main-
tenance is proposed at $98,000, a 
$28,000 increase from last year due 
the age of the equipment. Total rev-
enue is proposed at $1.7 million, up 
from $1.5 million previously.  

The department is not short-
staffed, it’s operating with four full-
time personnel and a fifth person part 
time. President Joe Enste is working 
on recruitment with some of the high 
schools for volunteers. First Assistant 
Chief Steve Grunewald reported they 
are constantly getting new members 
now. He said he does not expect the 
department to need to be a fully paid 
department in the future. Call volume 
is continuously going up due to the 
older age of Ocean Pines residents.  

Rec and Parks: Total revenues are 
proposed as $520,000, up from 
$415,000 previously. Total operating 
costs are proposed at $975,000, up 
from $898,000 budgeted previously. 
The department will be bringing back 
more classes, special events and bus 
trips for the spring and all of next year, 
including the Vienna Boys Choir, which 
is expected to make money with spon-
sorships, donations and ticket sales. 
Viola said the community center build-
ing needs to be evaluated, as it limits 
the revenue the association can bring 
in. This is just in the evaluation stages.  

Golf: Proposed revenue of $1.7 mil-
lion, up from $1.66 million previously. 
Total expenses proposed at $472,000, 
down from $493,000 previously. The 
membership fees will be increased 
$100, which is still the lowest around 
by hundreds of dollars. The assistant 
golf benefited the golf budget by 
$9,000 last year. The driving range is 
always packed now and making 
money like it never did before, accord-
ing to Viola.  

Racquet Sports: Revenue is pro-
posed at $153,000, up from $103,500 

previously. Pickleball is the revenue 
driver of the three sports, with mem-
bership trending up: $74,000, up 
from $48,000 in the previous budget. 
There was a $19,000 loss in platform 
and $57,000 loss in tennis. 

Operating costs are proposed at 
$78,000, up from $54,900 previously. 
The Racquet Sports Director, Tim 
Johnson and Viola are looking at the 
parking issue at the facility. Johnson 
is doing more community outreach, 
meeting with local PE teachers to 
teach them how to run racquet clubs, 
instructional videos, and he is consid-
ering setting up nets at the farmers 
market. He is also looking at starting 
a racquet sports camp. 

Aquatics: Revenue is proposed at 
$1 million, up from $941,000 previ-
ously. Total operating costs are pro-
posed at $1.06 million, up slightly 
from $1.03 million previously. Direc-
tor Michelle Hitchens has proposed 
reopening the swim and racquet bar to 
increase revenue. She has numerous 
lifeguards coming back next session 
and does not expect to have a short-
age. The Budget and Finance Commit-
tee suggested raising rates on 
membership to do more to cover costs 
and will consider making a recom-
mendation.  

Beach parking: Proposed revenue 
is $649,000, up from $570,000 pre-
viously. Total operating costs are pro-
posed at $64,000, up from $60,000 
previously. It was proposed that the 
parking rate be raised from $215 to 
$240, weekly rate raised from $150 to 
$175 and daily from $45 to $70. Beach 
parking makes money every year, ac-
cording to Viola. A card reader will be 
installed for the bathrooms at $5400. 

Clubhouse Grill: Total revenue is 
proposed at $537,000, up from 
$506,000 previously. Operating costs 
are proposed at $292,000, up from 
$257,000 previously.  

Beach Club: The Beach Club is one 
of the most profitable locations as far 
as net profit goes according to Matt 
Ortt. He proposed a revenue of 
$623,000, up from $594,000 previ-
ously. Total operating costs are pro-
posed at $290,000 up slightly from 

$276,000 previously.  
Yacht Club: Revenue is proposed at 

$3.3 million, about the same as last 
year. Total operating costs are pro-
posed at $2 million, again about the 
same as last year. Matt Ortt Company 
has 19 weddings on the books with a 
goal of 20 by this month. He believes 
the tiki bar expansion will increase 
revenue and will pay for itself in three 
years.  

Reserve Funds: The audited bal-
ance of the reserve fund was $6.6 mil-
lion on April 30, 2023. It is expected 
to increase to $7.1 million by April 30, 

2025. Viola wants to see the DMA re-
serve at 30 percent in the next two 
years.  

The capital expenses are projected 
at $1.5 million. Some of the higher 
priced items include the golf course ir-
rigation at $850,000, renovations of 
the driving range and building for les-
sons; $84,000 for electronic signs, 
restoring the splash pad at the swim 
and racquet club pool for $40,000. 

The Ocean Pines Board is sched-
uled to review the proposed budget 
during a public meeting on Jan. 11 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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Reserve fund budget anticipates increase

LIVE MUSIC 
HOT FOOD

COLD DRINKS

15th STREET 
PAPISTACOJOINT.COM

443-664-8611

JANUARY
1 / 5 MERCURY AGENDA   7-10
1 / 12 ON THE EDGE   7-10
1 / 19 THE ROGUE CITIZENS   7-10
1 / 20 NEIL HELGESON   7-10
1 / 21 JAARED AROSEMENA   4-7
1 / 26 ENDLESS EMBERS   7-10
1 / 27 FIRST CLASS DUO   7-10 

Memphis
Home of the Blues, 
Soul & Rock & Roll

Departing from Ocean City 
on April 20, 2024

Includes
8 nights lodging/14 meals

Tours of Graceland Mansion, 
Memphis Rock n Soul Museum, 
Sun Studio & City of Memphis

Fun on Beale St. and 
Memphis Area Casino

Space available:  
$1,180/person, double occupancy

Call Carolyn Kuhn 410-487-1183
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Snapshots

SUBMITTED PHOTOS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

FOOD DRIVE 
On Dec. 14, Worcester Prep upper school students gathered to sort and divide donations of canned goods and other non-perishable food items that they began collecting in mid-November during the 
annual Student Government Association drive for distribution to local nonprofit groups. Faculty and students with the donations.

Seniors Maggie McCabe and Caleb Collins, and junior Rori Holland pack boxes of food.
SGA President Claire Windrow stops to smile while helping sort canned goods and other non-
perishable food items.

Freshman Gavin Mann and junior Danielle Carr organize canned goods.

PHOTO COURTESY DAVID J. LANDIS SR. 

KIWANIS SPEAKER 
Worcester County Developmental Center Executive Director Stephanie James and Kiwanis Club of 
Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean CIty President Bob Wolfing pose together after the group’s weekly 
meeting on Dec. 13. James was the guest speaker at the meeting. 
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Snapshots

Students greet Santa before donating their gifts. First-grade students hug Santa after giving their toy donations to Diakonia.

 
WPS GIVES 
TO DIAKONIA 
Worcester 
Preparatory School 
first graders pose for 
a photo with Santa 
during the school’s 
gift-giving drive for 
Diakonia before 
Christmas. WPS pre-
K through fifth 
graders participated 
in the drive and 
donated hundreds of 
gifts to the homeless 
shelter in West 
Ocean City, which 
provides emergency 
and transitional 
housing, food 
services and 
counseling. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS/ 
OCEAN CITY TODAY

Second grade 
students pose for a 
photo with Santa.
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As the winter season blankets Ocean 
Pines with frosty mornings and chilly 
evenings, the Ocean Pines Police Depart-
ment is committed to ensuring the safety 
and security of our residents – and that in-
cludes safeguarding your vehicles.  

With the drop in temperatures, we want 
to highlight two crucial safety measures: 
preventing car theft and ensuring optimal 
visibility while driving. 

Leaving your vehicle unattended or un-
locked and running to warm-up may seem 
like a convenient way to combat the cold, 
but it also poses a significant risk. Oppor-
tunistic thieves are keenly aware of this 
habit, making unattended cars a prime tar-
get for theft.  

With the engine running and the driver 
away, it can take mere moments for an in-
dividual with ill intentions to seize the op-
portunity and drive off with your vehicle. 
Always remain with your car while it’s run-
ning — this simple act can significantly re-
duce the risk of car theft, and help keep you 
and your property safe. 

Also of concern this time of year is the 
natural frost or snow buildup on your 
windshield and side windows that can ob-
struct the driver’s view. Impaired visibility 
not only endangers your safety, but also 
threatens other drivers and pedestrians on 
the road.  

Before you drive, take a few extra min-
utes to thoroughly clear your windshield, 
side windows, and mirrors of any frost, ice, 
or snow. Use an ice scraper, defroster, or 
de-icer to make sure you have a clear and 
unobstructed view. 

At the Ocean Pines Police Department, 
our aim is to ensure your safety and secu-
rity year-round.  

We encourage everyone to take these 
precautionary steps to protect themselves 
and their vehicles during the winter sea-
son.  

Remember, a few extra minutes spent 
focusing on your vehicle’s safety can help 
prevent a world of inconvenience and po-
tential danger. Let’s work together to keep 
Ocean Pines safe and secure for all.

OCEAN PINES ASSOCIATION REPORT

Crucial safety measures for drivers
OP Police Dept. advises on preventing thefts, wrecks in winter

(Jan. 11, 2024) The an-
nual Atlantic General Hospi-
tal Penguin Swim fundraiser 
on Jan. 1 raised a total more 
than $100,000 for the local 
healthcare facility.  

According to a news re-
lease from the hospital, 
more than 900 people par-
ticipated in the swim, which 
was held on the beach in 
front of the Princess Royale 
on 91st Street. 

Participants raised more 
than $100,000 and dona-
tions can still be made on-
line at aghpenguinswim.org. 

The release said officials 
wanted to thank the event 
sponsors, who are listed as 
follows: 

Legacy Sponsor for 30 
Consecutive Years as 
Title Sponsor: “The Em-
peror Penguin” Bull on the 
Beach & Crab Alley. 

Glacier Sponsors: 
AGH Auxiliary; D3; Princess 
Royale Oceanfront Resort; 

WRDE Coast TV. 
Iceberg Sponsors: 

AGH Medical Staff; Bluewa-
ter; Clear Channel Outdoor; 
Duffie Boatworks, LLC; 
Hardwire LLC; Plumbers & 
Steamfitters Local 486; 
WMDT 47abc. 

Igloo Sponsors: Chris 
Parypa Photography; Chesa-
peake Employers Insurance; 
Matt Ortt Companies, LLC; 
Ocean City Elks Lodge; 
Wilmington University. 

Icicle Sponsors: Amer-
ican Legion - Synepuxent 
Post #166 Auxiliary; 
Ameriprise Financial Serv-
ices, Inc.; Bank of Ocean 
City; Bill Corey and Stewart 
Title; Community Title Net-
work & Ridgway Law Group; 
Courtyard by Marriott; 
Dunkin Donuts; Guerrieri 
Family Foundation; Hi Tide 
Dispensary; Kirby’s Pub; 
Long Life Treated Wood, 
Inc.; Monte Carlo Group; 
Ocean City Surf Club; Ocean 
Pines Association; The Orig-
inal Greene Turtle; Park 
Place Jewelers; Red Sun 
Custom Apparel, Inc.; Sally 
Dowling M.D.; Shore Ther-

apy Solutions; The Shrimp 
Boat; TPG Hotels & Resorts; 
Worcester Tech School. 

Snowflake Sponsors: 
Celtic RnR Tours, Inc.; Dee-
ley Insurance Group; 
Fisher’s Popcorn of 
Delaware, Inc.; The Harri-
son Group; Ish Boutique; 
Jolly Roger Amusement 
Park; The Kite Loft; Kyle 
Satterfield; M.R. Ducks; 
Mark and Kathy Drew; Max 
Hutsell; Nick’s Mini Golf; 
O.C. Seacrets, Inc; Ocean 13; 
Ocean City Elks Lodge 
#2645 Ladies Auxiliary; 
Pancho & Lefty’s; Peter Buas 
for Ocean City Council; Tal-
bot Street Watersports; The 
Dispatch; Town Cats, Inc; 
DJ Street; the Mad Fairy 

 
The top fundraisers were 

also listed: 
 

Individual Youth 18 & 
Under 

Leila Attia - $1,007 
Delaney Whittington - $105 
Dezzy Wegrzyn - $100 
Individual Adult 
James King - $1,275 

AGH Penguin Swim raises $100,000
Costume winners, 
top fundraisers and 
sponsors recognized

See MORE Page 19

As the Town of Berlin joins Ocean City’s pursuit of a major 
sports complex in northern Worcester County, it also needs 
to help provide an answer to the continuously overlooked 
question of where the employees of a sports complex and its 
service providers will live. 

Although this athletic facility is not expected to employ a 
huge number of people, it remains that whomever it does 
employ would join hundreds of other current and prospec-
tive employees, managers and owners who can’t find any-
housing that will fit their budgets. 

Although home prices have begun to taper off in the 
county, they are still far beyond the reach of even middle-in-
come families because of the spike in prices over the last five 
years. 

In 2019, the median sales price of a house or condo here 
was $255,250, according to Maryland Association Realtors 
statistics. This past November, that price was $409,990. 

That’s an increase of $154,740, or almost $31,000 a year, 
a rate of escalation so great that it’s ludicrous to think that 
local employers could adjust their payrolls accordingly. 

This affordable housing crisis isn’t anyone’s fault. Sellers 
are entitled to every dollar they can get for their properties, 
owners are entitled to collect what the market will bear in 
rent, and Realtors are only the facilitators of these transac-
tions and work hard for their commissions. 

The problem is this area’s high level of desirability to buy-
ers from elsewhere with greater financial resources. This is 
something that happens all over the country, where a great 
lifestyle beckons to affluent buyers and investors at prices 
that, in comparison to home prices where they live, are rea-
sonable to them. 

But knowing what the situation is doesn’t answer the 
question. The only way to do that is to dig into this situation 
and search for a solution with just as much vigor as any effort 
underway to boost economic growth. 

A sports complex task force? Sure. But an affordable hous-
ing task force is needed as well.

Affordable housing 
needs attention too
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Matthew Lynch - $700 
Ed Fratantuono - $250 
Youth/Family Team 
Team Believe - $3,325 
Owrey’s Owls – $1,590 
Ice Ice Kirby - $1,500 
Community Group Team 
OC Ravens Roost #44* - 

$9,842.99 
License to Chill - $2,325 
Atlantic Club Beach Warriors 

- $1,350 
*The Ravens Roost team 

has contributed more than 
$170,000 to the AGH Pen-
guin Swim over the last 15 
years. 

 
Business Team 
Bull on the Beach* - $25,828 
Charles Brown Glass - $510 
The Dispatch - $190 

*The Bull on the Beach 
team has contributed more 
than $700,000 to the AGH 
Penguin Swim since it started. 

 
Special recognition were also give 

to the oldest penguin, Nelya Kuvshi-
nova, 83; youngest penguin, Laura 
Beasley, 9 months; and the penguin 
who traveled the furthest, Ashley 
Humphreys, from Boulder Creek, 
California. 

There was also a costume contest 
with winners in the following cate-
gories: 

 
Best Youth Costume 
Madison Pecover as “Cow” 
Best Adult Costume 
Butch Lorditch as “Mad Hatter” 
Best Couple Costume 

Christy and Randy Nevel as “Barbie 
& Ken” 

Best Group Costume 
Isaiah and Malani Williams as 

“Maui & Moana” 
“Blingiest” Costume  

sponsored by Park Place 
Jewelers 

Frosty Friends as “Blingy Theme” 

Continued from Page 18

Stockton fire co. 
receives federal 
DNR forest grant

(Jan. 11, 2024) The Maryland De-
partment of Natural Resources For-
est Service awarded Volunteer Fire 
Assistance grants to 52 volunteer fire 
departments across the the state, in-
cluding one in Worcester County, to 
enhance wildland fire protection in 
rural communities. 

The funds totaled $149,325 in 2023 
in match funding for $390,502 in total 
project costs, according to a news re-
lease. In Worcester County, one de-
partment, the Stockton Volunteer Fire 
Company, received a $1,322 grant. 

Generally, the grants cover 50 per-
cent of project costs, with maximum 
grant awards of $3,500 per depart-
ment. The money is provided by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture For-
est Service. 

Wildland firefighting projects and 
purchases that receive awards in-
clude personal protective equipment, 
fire hoses and related equipment, 
power tools such as chainsaws or leaf 
blowers, fire engines and pumping 
units, utility and all-terrain vehicles, 
and certain types of training, the re-
lease said.

Funds cover 50 percent of 
eligible projects, purchases

TARA FISCHER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Dozens of swimmers run toward the cold ocean on New Years Day during Atlantic General Hospital’s annual 
Penguin Swim fundraiser. Hospital officials reported that the event raised more then $100,000 for the 
facility. 

More than 900 took the plunge
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Talk set on African 
Amer. military Sat.

(Jan., 11, 2024) On Jan. 13, local historian and 
Salisbury University History Professor Clara Small 
will join the Germantown School in celebrating Mar-
tin Luther King Weekend with her discussion on 
African American military service. 

The discussion will take place from 10 a.m. to 
noon, at the Germantown School at 10223 Trappe 
Road in Berlin.  

The event is free, but registration is recom-
mended. To register, email: 
germantownschool@gmail.com or call 410-641-
0638.   

According to a news release, African Americans 
have served in every war, conflict, and military crisis 
the country has been involved in even before it was 
the United States of America.  

Small’s discussion will touch on details of African 
Americans’ service, including their time in the 
French and Indian Wars as slaves, free Blacks and 
indentured servants through the American Revolu-
tion, Civil War and Spanish American War, as well 
as wars and conflicts of the 20th century to the pres-
ent. African American servicemen also helped bring 
order to the Wild West, working as firefighters, and 
peacekeepers, and were some of the country’s first 
aviators.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Local historian and Salisbury University History Professor Clara Small gives a 
discussion on African American military service. Small is set to present the 
discussion on Jan. 13 at the Germantown School in Berlin.

OPA website under 
construction until 
early next month

(Jan. 11, 2024) The Ocean Pines 
Association website, oceanpines.org, 
is undergoing upgrades that began on 
Jan. 6 and will continue until roughly 
Feb. 5.   

During that time, new materials 
may not be posted to the site.  

Association staff plans to continue 
posting news updates to the news 
page (oceanpines.org/web/pages/ 
opa-news), but there may be a black-
out of updates to committee pages, 
the website calendar, amenity pages, 
and some other areas until the up-
grades are completed.  

Living landscapes 
presentation Fri. 
at OC Golf Club 

(Jan. 11, 2024) The Maryland 
Coastal Bays Program and the Lower 
Shore Land Trust are hosting a 
speaker event on Friday highlighting 
the importance of landscaping as a 
livable outdoor space. 

According to a news release, Rick 
Darke will present “Elevating the Na-
ture of Living Landscapes,” Friday, 
Jan. 12, at the Ocean City Golf Club at 
11401 Country Club Drive in Berlin. 
Doors will open at 4:30 p.m and the 
presentation will run from 5-6:30, 
with a Q&A to follow. 

The release said Darke will cover 
“the importance of landscapes being 
a livable outdoor space, where people 
can gather, relax, and explore, and 
how best to accomplish that goal.  

Darke heads RICK DARKE LLC, a 
Pennsylvania-based consulting firm 
focused on the conservation, design, 
and management of living land-
scapes. Darke’s work is grounded in 
an observational ethic that blends art, 
ecology, and cultural geography.  

Registration is required for the 
event, as seating is limited. To regis-

See ATTENDEES Page 21
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(Jan. 11, 2024) Caregivers and 
older adults are invited to attend the 
Worcester County Library’s Creative 
Aging with Care series in January and 
February.   

According to a news release, cre-
ative aging is the theory that having 
opportunities for inspired expression 
promotes social engagement for older 
adults, helping them remain integral 
parts of their societies and communi-
ties.  

“Creative Aging with Care pro-
vides an opportunity for older adults 

and caregivers to come together to 
share art and stories. We are offering 
artistic workshops and classes and 
caregiver support through humor 
and discussion,” Adult Services Co-
ordinator Elena Coelho said in the 
release. “We also appreciate the op-
portunity to partner with the Worces-
ter County Commission on Aging to 
highlight their services. This initiative 
aligns with our goals to promote com-
munity engagement, lifelong learn-
ing, and inclusivity.” 

The project was funded in part by 
the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services and administered by the 
Maryland State Library Agency. 

For more information about Cre-
ative Aging with Care programs, 

please contact Elena Coelho at 443-
783-6164 or ecoelho@worcesterli-
brary.org. Information is also 
available at worcesterlibrary.org 
under “Events.”
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ES Cremation 
3 x 6.28

ter, visit 
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQ
LSe9E4QA-9HQhHEeQYc930XC-
cLOG2o0oELwAYyS_vO284Tbz0w/
viewform. Attendees can also register 
through the coastal bays website. 

On the night of the event, light re-
freshments will be served, and the 

clubhouse bar and restaurant will be 
open for cash purchases. The event is 
free to attend, but the coastal banks 
program and land trust are accepting 
donations to continue hosting similar 
events in the future. 

For more information, email 
MCBP Education Coordinator Liz 
Wist at lwist@mdcoastalbays.org.

Attendees can register online
Continued from Page 20

South Point boat 
ramp closed thru 
March for rehab

(Jan. 11, 2024) The county boat 
ramp at South Point at the end of 
South Point Road off Route 611 in 
Berlin, will be closed for the next cou-
ple of months rehabilitation work.  

The boat ramp is tentatively set to 
reopen March 1. 

The two-month project will in-
clude replacing the bulkhead. Fund-
ing was provided through a 
Waterway Improvement Grants from 
the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources and assigned designated 
funds from Worcester County. 

For more information about the 
project, contact Worcester County 
Parks Superintendent Jacob 
Stephens at 410-632-2144.

Library hosting ed prog. on aging
Creative Aging with Care 
series set through Jan. and 
Feb. for caregivers, others

Obituary
CHARLES “CHUCK” B. RAU  
Berlin 

Charles “Chuck” B. Rau was born 
On Aug. 10, 1949, in Baltimore, and 
passed away suddenly on Dec. 29, 

2023.  
His parents were 

Charles “Buck” and 
Mary Norma Rau. He 
grew up in Parkville 
with his parents, 
younger brother John 
and grandmother Lil-
lian.  

He loved playing 
games and sports of any kind but bas-
ketball was his favorite. He would con-
tinue playing and watching games and 
sports his entire life. He attended Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Catholic Ele-
mentary School and Parkville Junior 
and Senior high schools. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree in accounting from 
the University of Baltimore.  

Chuck had numerous jobs during 
high school and college and often 
shared many great stories about them. 
Upon college graduation he joined the 
U.S. Army Reserves and started a 34-
year civilian career with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers where he made 
many close friends. He took great pride 
in his work and was always ready for 
his next challenge. He had lots of anec-
dotes and great memories from his ca-
reer.  

Chuck and his wife of 52 years, 
Linda, married while he was still in col-
lege and built a wonderful life together. 
They had three sons to whom he was 
devoted. He loved every aspect of fa-
therhood, even mid-night feedings. He 
spent as much time as he could with his 
sons, playing, coaching and watching 
all their games and activities. He was 
an active volunteer, coaching them in 
soccer, a game he learned for them, 
baseball and basketball.  

After they were grown and began 
having their own children he knew it 
was time to retire and spend more time 
with his family. His retirement was 
filled with softball, basketball, poker, 
boating, crabbing, playing with his dog 
Ginger, and spending time with his 
family. He was completely in love with 
and proud of each of his seven grand-
children.  

Chuck is survived by his loving wife 
Linda, children Greg (Lafayette Hill, 
Pennsylvania), Brian (Pasadena) and 
Chuck Rau (Fredericksburg, Virginia); 
daughters-in-law Kate, Becky and 
Sarah Rau; and seven perfect grand-
children; Avery, Thomas, Morgan, 
Kayla, Lily-Ann, William and Autumn. 
He is also survived by his brother John 
and Edna Rau of Marion, South Car-
olina.  

The family requests that in lieu of 
flowers, donations be made to the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  

A funeral mass will be held at 11:30 
a.m., Jan. 12, at St. John Neumann 
Catholic Church, 11211 Beauchamp Rd. 
in Berlin.

“Chuck” Rau 

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com

$1,595.
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RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks
WE PAY CASH!

beeR • Wine • lotteRY • PRoPane RefillsbeeR • Wine • lotteRY • PRoPane Refills

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Appointment Neccessary 
 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

No  
Wait

Walk 
In

NEW TRAILERS FOR SALE / MAINE TAGS AVAILABLE 

auto detailing available

“The Place That Does It All”

PREVIOUSLY OWNED VEHICLES FOR SALE
MD STATE INSPECTED BUY HERE  PAY HERE

‘12 hyundai accent • ‘17 honda crv lx • ‘08 suburu outback 
‘14 chrysler town & country van • ‘06 toyota camry

HARD – 56

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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Thurs., Jan. 11 
PLAY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a variety of activities and 
toys. Play and socialize with other fami-
lies. For ages 2-5 years. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STORY TIME: ‘IF YOU GIVE A MOUSE A 
COOKIE’ 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Join in for this classic by Laura Nu-
meroff. For ages 2-5 years. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SCI-FI MOVIE TRIVIA 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. 
Test your knowledge on some sci-fi clas-
sics. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

COMMUNITY FOR LIFE 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 2 p.m. The 
Worcester Commission on Aging will 
discuss this state program for people 
ages 60 years and older who may need 
assistance in areas such as home main-
tenance and transportation. 410-957-
0878 

STEAM DREAMERS: SNOW STORM IN JAR 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4 p.m. 
Make your very own snow storms and 
hypothesize. how this craft works. For 
ages 6-12 years. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

ZUMBA 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4:30-5:30 
p.m. Join licensed, certified Zumba in-
structor Joyce Landsman for an hour of 
movement. These classes uplift and im-
prove mood. Registration required: 410-
641-0650. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

JIU JITSU SELF DEFENSE BASICS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 6 p.m. Learn 
an array of basic self-defense scenarios 
utilizing Jiu Jitsu. 410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

A TRIBUTE TO HARRIET TUBMAN 
Headquarters Live, Salisbury, 6-8 p.m. 
An evening of poetry hosted by Poet 
Laureate Nancy Mitchell. Free admis-
sion. Light refreshments. All ages wel-
come. 

BEACH SINGLE 55 PLUS MEET AND 
GREET 
Thursdays - Harpoon Hanna’s, 39064 
Harpoon Road, Fenwick Island, DE, 4-6 
p.m. 302-436-9577, BeachSingles.org. 

Fri., Jan. 12 
MAYOR’S PRAYER BREAKFAST: DREAMS 
AND DETERMINATION - MLK WEEKEND 
DREAMFEST 2024 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City. 8 
a.m. Keynote speaker is Gregory D. Gad-
son. Also featuring the Morgan State 
University Choir. Tickets cost $50. 
https://www.etix.com 

WHO’S BAD: THE ULTIMATE MICHAEL 
JACKSON EXPERIENCE - MLK WEEKEND 
DREAMFEST 2024 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 7 
p.m. A power packed tribute to Michael 
Jackson. Tickets cost $45 and $55. 
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/6097173
3/whos-badthe-ultimate-michael-jack-
son-experience-ocean-city-oc-perform-
ing-arts-cente 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Stories, rhymes and finger plays. For 
ages 0-2 years and their caregivers. 410-
641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own 
tile set. All are welcome. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

HOMESCHOOL HANGOUT 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m. 
Join in for STEAM activities and social-
ize with other homeschool families. 410-
632-3495, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BOOK DISCUSSION: ‘LOVE IN DEFIANCE 
OF PAIN’ EDITED BY ALI KINSELLA, ET AL. 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. 
Copies of the book are available at the 
Ocean Pines Library circulation desk. 
410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FRIDAY MATINEE 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 2 p.m. Celebrate 
Elvis Presley during his birthday week. 
410-957-0878, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MARYLAND CRAB CAKE DINNER 
Stevenson United Methodist Church, 
123 N. Main St., Berlin, 4-6 p.m. Cost is 
$14 for a one-crab cake sandwich plat-
ter, $24 for a two-crab cake sandwich 
platter and $10 for a crab cake sand-
wich. Platters include green beans, 
baked potato and Cole slaw. Bake sale 
too. 

Sat., Jan. 13 
7TH ANNUAL DELMARVA ART EXPO 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Featuring great handcrafted 
artwork from regional artisans, all gath-
ered in one location. This is Ocean City’s 
juried festival of all art types. Admission 
is $4 per day. 
www.delmarvaartexpo.com, 443-235-
2926 

MARSHALL CHARLOFF & THE PURPLE 
XPERIENCE - MLK WEEKEND DREAMFEST 
2024 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 7 
p.m. A 5-piece Prince tribute band. Tick-
ets cost $45 and $55. 
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/855474
81/marshall-charloff-the-purple-xperi-
ence-ocean-city-oc-performing-arts-
center 

BULL & OYSTER ROAST 
American Legion Synepuxent Post 166, 
2308 Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City, 3-6 
p.m. Menu includes pit beef, pit ham, 
oysters, oyster stew, Cole slaw, potato 
salad, desserts, draft beer and soda. Cost 
is $55 each or Table of 8 for $400. Only 
200 tickets available. 301-289-3166 

OCEAN PINES ANGLERS CLUB MEETING 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 9:30 a.m. 
Donna McElroy from the Ocean Pines 
Marine Activities Committee will speak 
about upcoming plans and projects. 
Also, updates on fishing tournaments 
and charter fishing opportunities. All 
welcome. 

VETERAN VOICES: AFRICAN AMERICAN 
MILITARY SERVICE 
Germantown School Community Her-
itage Center, 10223 Trappe Road, 
Berlin, 10 a.m.-noon. Dr. Clara Small 
will discuss the African American mili-
tary service and the local heroes who 
have served us all. Free event but regis-
tration is recommended: germantown-
school@gmail.com, 410-641-0638. 

CRAFTY SATURDAY: CELEBRATIONS 
AROUND THE WORLD 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 
How do our friends around the world 
celebrate the new year? Join in for a fun 
day of crafts. All ages welcome. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BRUNCHY BOOK CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m. 
January’s theme is “Judge the Book by 
Its Cover.” Light refreshments and ca-
sual discussion. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

WINTER BIRDING 101 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m. Del-
marva Birding talks about spotting our 
feathered friends during the cold season. 
410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PAWS FOR READING 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 11 a.m. Join 
Piper, a Portuguese Water Dog, who 
would love to hear your stories. Read to 
Piper and make a craft. For ages 5 years 
and older. 410-957-0878, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

DREAMFEST EVENTS AT THE ART LEAGUE 
OF OCEAN CITY 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Celebration of MLK 
Weekend with events to inspire you. 
Complimentary light food and drinks. 
Free and open to the public. Schedule: 
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/events
/category/event/list/, 410-524-9433 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for 
everything from fresh local produce to 
unique handmade artisan goods. Open 
to the public. 

Sun., Jan. 14 
7TH ANNUAL DELMARVA ART EXPO 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Featuring great handcrafted 
artwork from regional artisans, all gath-
ered in one location. This is Ocean City’s 
juried festival of all art types. Admission 
is $4 per day. www.delmarvaartexpo.com, 
443-235-2926 

TAKE 6 - MLK WEEKEND DREAMFEST 
2024 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 7 
p.m. This award winning a cappella 
group performs gospel, jazz, R&B and 
pop. Tickets cost $45 and $55. 
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/820686
17/take-6-ocean-city-oc-performing-
arts-center 

ANNUAL USHER DAY 
New Bethel United Methodist Church, 
10203 Germantown Road, Berlin. 10:30 
a.m. Guest Preacher: Rev. Eloise Henry 
Gordy, Choir and Congregation, Zoar 
United Methodist Church, Selbyville, 
Delaware 19944, Rev. Lucille Nichols, 
Host Pastor. 

DREAMFEST EVENTS AT THE ART LEAGUE 
OF OCEAN CITY 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Celebration of MLK 
Weekend with events to inspire you. 

Continued on Page 24

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.
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Complimentary light food and drinks. 
Free and open to the public. Schedule: 
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/events
/category/event/list/. 410-524-9433 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., Jan. 15 
DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY GENERAL MEETING 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 10 a.m. Social time at 
9:30 a.m., meeting and speaker at 10 
a.m. Laura Wilson-Gentry will address 
“Political Polls: What We Need to 
Know.” www.dwcmd.org 

T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 
5-6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is 
a weekly support and educational group 
promoting weight loss and living a 
healthy lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-
641-0157 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. All ladies who love to sing invited. 
Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-
7062. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell 
Road, 7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-
459-9100 

Tues., Jan. 16 
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. The 
workshop starts with a 20-minute lesson 
on genealogy research followed by Q&A. 
Bring a laptop, tablet or papers contain-
ing family information, if you can. Reg-
istration required: 410-208-4014. 

STORY TIME: ‘BEARS’ 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Stories, songs and finger 
plays. For ages 2-5 years. 410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STORY TIME: SNOW 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m. 
Songs, rhymes and stories. For ages 2-5 
years. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

STORY TIME: ‘LIONS’ 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Stories, songs and finger plays. For ages 
2-5 years. 410-641-0650, www.worces-

terlibrary.org 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? 
Bring whatever project you happen to be 
working on. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

BLOCK PARTY 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m. 
Babies, toddlers and preschoolers play 
with blocks and other toys while social-
izing with other families. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2:30 p.m. 
The group will focus on “Anthropology 
and the Abnormal” by Ruth Benedict. 
410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

ASSATEAGUE COASTAL TRUST SIP &  
SCIENCE SERIES 
Taphouse W. Bar and Grille, 12513 
Ocean Gateway, Ocean City, 5:30-7:30 
p.m. This interactive workshop is de-
signed to educate participants about the 
importance of composting. Cost is $15. 
Prizes and raffles. Register: 
http://tinyurl.com/3hmcrt5d. 

SONG CELEBRATION 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 6 p.m. Bring a 
song to share with other players and 
writers in a welcoming and encouraging 
space. Originals encouraged. Listeners 
welcome. Hosted by Mike Campbell. 
410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

‘SHARED VISIONS’ READING 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 
6-8 p.m. Meet the artists and writers of 
this year’s “Shared Visions” collabora-
tion. Hear readings of the poetry and 
prose that inspired the artwork on dis-
play. Free event. 
artleagueofoceancity.org, 410-524-9433 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach 
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

OC KNITTING CLUB 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health 
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive, 

Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly 
support and education group promoting 
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and 
others interested in watching or learning 
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: 
TangobytheBeach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th 
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with 
optional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

Wed., Jan. 17 
BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP 
Held the third and fourth Wednesday of 
each month. For surgical patients. At-
lantic General Bariatric Center, 410-641-
9568. 

EASTERN SHORE SEWISTS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. Pro-
moting the needle arts through sewing 
education, activities and textile crafts. 
For artisans of all skill levels. 410-641-
0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BACKGAMMON CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Drop in for a game of strategy that dates 
back 5,000 years to Mesopotamia and 
Persia. All skill levels welcome. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SENSORY STAY AND PLAY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Learn through exploration, curios-
ity and creativity during the sensory stay 
and play. Squish, build, splash, shake 
and scoop through several stations. For 
ages 2-5 years. 410-524-1818 

TAPE TRANSFERS 
Snow Hill 50plus Center, 4767 Snow 
Hill Road, 11 a.m. All supplies provided, 
however you can bring in your own 
photo copies of pictures or magazines. 
Images just need to be less than 2 
inches. 410-632-3495, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr. Regional 
Cancer Care Center, 9707 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 1-2 p.m. For survivors and 
current patients battling breast cancer. 
Women Supporting Women, 410-548-
7880 

WHAT’S IT WORTH? 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2-4 p.m. Mike 
Ivankovich will introduce you, via Zoom, 
to “What Determines Value” and reveal 
what your antiques, collectibles and 
treasurers are worth today. Registration 

required: 410-641-0650. 

SHOULD I KEEP THE BOOKS I FOUND IN 
MOM’S ATTIC? 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Jim 
Meckley will discuss book collecting and 
resources and share general knowledge 
about those books in mom’s attic or 
grandpa’s woodshed. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STROKE SUPPORT GROUP 
Atlantic General Neurology, 314 Franklin 
Ave., Berlin, 3-4 p.m. For stroke sur-
vivors, family and friends. 410-641-4765, 
bglime@atlanticgeneral.org 

TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 4 p.m. Real 
news headlines and details contain two 
details the are true and one if false. Can 
you deduce which is false? Present two 
truths and a lie about yourself. For ages 
8 years and older. 410-957-0878 

TIDES & VINE TRIVIA NIGHT 
Tides & Vine, 106 W. Green St., Snow 
Hill, 6 p.m. Test your knowledge as a 
team or on your own for a chance to win 
a $25 gift certificate. 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 
Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, Assateague Room, 239 Ocean 
Parkway, 8 a.m. Doors open at 7:30 a.m. 
Third Wednesday meetings are offsite 
and will be updated monthly on the 
website and Facebook. Guests are wel-
come. www.kiwanisofopoc.org 

ZUMBA WEDNESDAYS 
Wednesdays - Ocean City 50plus Cen-
ter, 104 41st St., 10 a.m. Dance back-
ground not required. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

ONGOING EVENTS 
TEEN STEAM STATION 
Berlin Library, 13 Harrison Avenue, dur-
ing January. Drop in to create jewelry 
using binary code, construct a flying 
glider, design your own city out of recy-
cled material and much more. Chal-
lenges will change each week. For ages 
11 years and older. 410-641-0650 

TINY ART CONTEST (BLUE THEME) 
Through January and held at all 
Worcester County library branches. Pick 
up a Take & Make Kit from Jan. 2-13. 
Submit your creation by Jan. 16 for 
judging. The first place winner from 
each branch will win an art kit. For ages 
6-12 years and 12-18 years. 

GERMANTOWN SCHOOL VETERAN EXHIBIT 
The Germantown School Veteran Ex-
hibit will run through Jan. 17. The 
school is located at 10223 Trappe Road 
in Berlin. The exhibit is open on Satur-
days from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Info: 410-
641-0638. 

Continued from Page 23
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Year Round, Full Time 
RENTAL AGENT position 

with local, established  
company. Experience a plus 

but not necessary.  
Must work weekends and 

have transportation.  
Resort Rentals  
410-524-0295 

Smal Engine Mechanic 
Year-round. 

Competitive Wages. 
443-754-1047 

 

AUTOMOTIVE 
GREAT OPPORTUNITIES 
Large Automotive Center 

with Tire and Service center 
plus Auto/Marine Parts &  
Retail, is now hiring for: 

- Service & Parts  
Associates (will train) 

- Technicians 
Locations in Ocean Pines, 
Clarksville & Long Neck 

Great Pay & Benefits 
Call: 302-344-9846 

Pool -  
General Maintenance.  

Outdoor work, lifting heavy 
objects. Mechanical, basic 

pool pump & motors,  
CPO a plus / not required.  

Able to pass CPO test.  
Summer includes weekends 
& long hours; working alone 

or with others 
410-289-4902 

 ask for Suzanne. 

 

RENTALS 

Looking To Rent long term, 
year round unfurnished 2BR/ 
2BA condo or apartment, 
ground floor. OP, Ocean City 
area great. 410-726-0169 

1BR/1BA Condo - Off 28th 
St., yr. round, furnished.  

No pets or smoking.  
$1350 per month.  

Available immediately.  
Resort Rentals,  
410-524-0295. 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals! Call Howard Martin 
Realty 410-352-5555. 

Fully Furnished  
Townhouse, 4BR, 2BA,  

Living Room, Dining Room. 
Water, Electric and Cable not 

included. $2100/month. 
Yearly lease. One month  
security deposit and one 

month rent upfront. Located 
at 438 Ocean Parkway, 

Ocean Pines, MD 21011. 
410-456-0272 

WOC - YR Rental - 5BR, 
3.5BA, 3600 sq.ft. on pond. 

$2950/month and one 
months security plus utili-

ties. Contact Lou,  
410-713-0065. 

 

Seeking Roommate to 
share home Bayview  

Estates, Selbyville, De.  
5.7 miles to beach. 

$850/month, all inclusive. 
Private bedroom, shared 

bath, kitchen, living areas, 
outdoor space, W/D, with 

community pool.  
302-386-7818 

Year-Round Room For Rent 
Ocean Pines $800/month and 
$200 security. Fully furnished. 
All utilities included. 443-
880-2317 

 

COMMERCIAL 

Industrial Warehouse.  
Space: 1500 sq. ft.  

Masonry construction, 18’ 
high ceiling, large garage 

door, bathroom.  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

1 Office/Retail Space  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 
 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Bus Trip to Mid-Atlantic 
Quilt Festival 3/2/2024.  

$100 includes transportation, 
entrance fee, water, snacks 

and bus games.  
Pick up MD, VA, DE.  
Call Denise Becker at  

410-688-4514 or  
Debbie  Bowman at  

410-208-0644.  
Payment due by 2/14/2024. 

 

Estate Sale in Willards, 
35389 Rayne Road,  

Sat. and Sun., Jan. 13-14, 
8am to 2pm. Furniture, 

kitchenware, tools, décor, 
bikes and electronics.  

Cash & Carry. 

 

VEHICLES 

WE BUY CARS. 
Running or not. 
302-732-3529 

RENTALSHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

www.oceancitytoday.com
O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

Classifieds 
410-723-6397 
By Monday,  

5 p.m.

VEHICLES

MISCELLANEOUS

ROOMMATES DONATIONS ESTATE SALE

RENTALS

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

Commercial Warehouses 
600 and 800 sq. ft. spaces 

West Ocean City and 
Bishopville, MD 

Yearly Leases Only 

Call 646-812-1212

Call 410-723-6397 
by Monday 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in Ocean City Today & 
Bayside Gazette each week and online at  

oceancitytoday.com & baysideoc.com
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OFF SEASON 
RENTALS 

Utililites Included 

CONTACT US AT 
burgundyinn@gmail.com 

410-289-8581

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

Hiring Cooks, Audio/Video 
Techs, Maintenance Staff, 

Painters, Carpenter,  
Plumber, Housekeeper,  
Liquor Store Attendant,  
Boat Mates, Receivers,  

Event Space Housekeeper  
Apply in person or online at 

seacrets.com

HERKER PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
An Innovative Approach to Property Maintenance

WE OFFER: Full-Time, Monday - Friday, competitive pay,
great benefits, paid holidays and vacation.

- SENIOR OPERATIONS MANAGER -
EXPERIENCE REQUIRED: Customer Service, MS Word, Excel, & Outlook,

and marketing skills. Bi-lingual & strong math skills are a plus.

- EXPERIENCED MECHANIC -
to repair to maintain gas & diesel trucks and landscaping equipment.

call 610-459-5857  or   email resume to
Gherker@comcast.net & Gherker@herkerinc.com

COMMERCIAL

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator. $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Pay-
ment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-855-
993-0969 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SERVICES 

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and shower 
systems at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Call 
Now! 877-738-0991. 

 

MISC. SERVICES 
FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients 
of select programs incl. Med-
icaid, SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-888-592-5957 

PETS/PET SUPPLIES 
Are you a pet owner? Do you 
want to get up to 100% back 
on Vet Bills? Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Company has 
pet coverage that can help! 
Call 1-888-928-1656 to get a 
free quote or visit  
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc 

 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Switch to DISH and get up to 
a $300 gift card! Plus get the 
Multisport pack included for a 
limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-855-407-6870 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228  

www.dental50plus.com/ 
MDDC#6258 

VEHICLES WANTED 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA  
licensed #W1044.  

410-228-8437  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

GET IT 
RENTED 
HERE! 

 
It’s not too 

late to  
advertise 

your  
winter 

rentals. 
 

410-723-6397 
 

www. 
oceancitytoday. 

com 
 

www. 
baysideoc. 

com
Advertise in MDDC Maryland, Delaware and D.C.: 106 papers with a circulation of  

2.3 million and readership of 4.9 million! For only $495. Deadline is Wednesday of the  

week prior to publication. Call 410-723-6397 for more information.

Classifieds appear in  
Ocean City Today &  

Bayside Gazette  
each week and online at  
oceancitytoday.com and 

baysideoc.com



COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

BaysideOC.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES ConstruCtionCONSTRUCTION

D E N TA LDENTAL
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ELECTRICIAN

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs 
• Roof Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing • 
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters 
• Gutter Guards 

• Screening 
• Painting 

• Staining 
• Caulking

PARRISH
HANDYMAN

Furniture repair

Peter’s Repair Shop

Furniture Repair 
& Refinishing

Free Pick-Up & Delivery 

410-603-7582

FURNITURE REPAIR

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
All phases of home improvements 

No job too small - No job too large 
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES 
Over 45 years 

experience

MHIC 
#83501 410-641-7548

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

isa VieWeW accept MC/V

pes of Custom Remodeling.yTyAll 
Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  Specializing in 

T

home improvement

(410) 6411-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY

mental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICES

MVA licensed
NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

Open Mon., Fri., 9-2 & Wed. 9-5

MVA LICENSED PAINTING

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING
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Service Directory
For a variety

of local contractors

Home Need Improvements?
Check out
the

PRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN ROOFING

ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989  

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
   mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com 
   www.shoresidingmd.com                    *Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFING YOUR BUSINESS

Your  
Business 

Card Here! 
Call 410-723-6397

DIRECTORY

POWERWASHING

all services     
           w/this ad!

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

Year round  
services 

w/yearly & 
seasonal  

rates

Hot Water, Powerwashing 
& Soft Wash Systems

• Deck Staining 
• Decks • Docks 

• Houses • Restaurants 
•  Shopping Centers  
•  Roofs •  & More

MHIC 97081 
Ocean City 34629 • Delaware 2004 222 381 

Licensed & Insured
410-603-3400 
Joe Beran/Owner Operator 
acms1st@gmail.com

Commercial & Residential • Complete Exterior Cleaning
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH
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FREE DELIVERY • WE ACCEPT ALL INSURANCES

Short Prescription Wait Time • Durable Medical Equipment • Blister Packaging Medications 
Immunizations Offered • Competitive OTC/Rx Cash Price • Wound Care   Med Sync 

We Can Bill Medicare                   for Any Wheelchair!

We Carry CBD

GOLDEN LIFT RECLINERS

• Easy In & Out • Extra Support to Lower Back  
• Provides Relief to Muscle and Joint Pain 

MORE  
COMFORT  

POSITIONS!

Wheel Chair Transport Chair 4 Wheel Rollator

11005 Manklin Meadows Lane #1 
Ocean Pines • 410-629-0089

Coastal Drug Pharmacy Now  
Provides Hospital Beds for Your Home

Purchase available  
with Medicare

Short Term Rentals  
available
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