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Turkey-infused festivities on tap with family and friends gathering to get their fill and share thoughts as another holiday season commences.

Tree-lighting ceremony goes live

Last year’s was virtual, but
‘Hometown’ celebration this
year returns to usual format

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(Nov. 25, 2021) After switching to
a virtual format last year, Ocean
Pines 11th annual “Hometown Christ-
mas Tree Lighting,” event is sched-
uled on Saturday beginning at 6:30
p-m. in White Horse Park.
Recreation Supervisor Katie Goet-
zinger said holiday revelers are in-
vited to witness the lighting of
decorated trees for the first time this

yuletide season.

“There’s going to be 40 trees up in
the park this year,” she said.

The dozens of decked-out holiday
trees will remain on display in White
Horse Park through New Year’s.

“Each tree is sponsored and deco-
rated by a different business, family
or Ocean Pines community group,”
she said.

Goetzinger expressed relief the cel-
ebration could return to form this
year after being staged virtually in
2020.

“Last year we had to pull back, but
this year [we] return to normal,” she
said. “I'm hoping to have the park

filled with 500 people again like it has
been in years past.”

Santa Claus is also scheduled for a
brief visit on Saturday.

“He will stop by for a greeting on
Saturday,” she said.

Kids looking to put in gift requests
with St. Nick have two chances when
Santa returns to the Pines on Fri.
Dec. 18 from 5-8 p.m. and Sat. Dec 19
from 2-4 p.m.

Canine fans can learn who was se-
lected in the annual “Pup of the
Pines” photo contest, with the winner
unveiled on Saturday.

Goetzinger has overseen produc-

See CHOPTANK Page 6

GAZETTE

FREE

Berlin to open
holidays with
tree lighting

Ice sculpting competition
returns in all its cold glory

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) After launching an
adapted Christmas season kick-off
event in 2020 because of covid-19,
Berlin continues its Ice Ice and Tree
Lighting shindig staring at 5 p.m. on
Friday.

Economic and Community Devel-
opment Director Ivy Wells said prior
to last year Berlin sponsored a “Tree
Lighting & Holiday Shop Night.”

“Everyone thinks that this has
been going on for years, but this is ac-
tually only the second year we've
done this event,” she said.

Although before 2020, Berlin’s an-

See ICE Page 6

ICE ICE BERLIN

FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
In 2020, ice artist Erik Cantine replicated the
Worcester Youth and Family Counseling Serv-
ices’ logo through a frozen sculpture during the
Ice Ice Berlin event that returns on Friday.

DID YOUR DOCTOR RECOMMEND PHYSICAL THERAPY?
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FYZICAL
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OP Strategic Planning looks
at financial trends, surveys

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) In addition to re-
viewing return rates for a property
owners’ survey, the Ocean Pines
Strategic Planning Committee exam-
ined financial trends for the past five
years during its meeting last Thurs-
day.

Committee Co-Chair Bernie Mc-
Gorry said the deadline to submit re-
sponses for the owners’ survey was
last Monday.

“The board approved the commu-
nication plan for the survey on Sept.
15,” he said.

Since launching the survey on
Sept. 23, the committee received
1,784 replies, with full-time resi-
dents outpacing part-timers by
1,092 to 692.

“It gave a chance for every home-
owner to see it,” he said.

McGorry said both full and part-
time owners eclipsed the goal of 500
from each camp.

Publicity efforts were key to solic-
iting a decent response rate from
part-time residents, McGorry said.

“It was on the front of the quar-

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Ocean Pines Strategic Planning Co-Chair
Bernie McGorry reviewed property owner survey
data during the group’s meeting last Thursday.

terly newsletter,” he said.

The total number of survey re-
sponses slightly topped the 1,773 re-
ceived during the last survey in
2018.

See OP Page 4

OP treasurer report unveils
slight investment rate drop

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) Ocean Pines
Treasurer Doug Parks reported on
the associations’ financial standing,
investment rates of
return and reserve
balances during the
board of birectors
meeting on Saturday.

Parks said the as-
sociations’ cash posi-
tion dipped slightly to
end September.

“We had $16.4 mil-
lion in cash compared to $16.8 mil-
lion last month,” he said.

At the end of September, the asso-
ciation reported approximately $16.4
million in cash and investments, with
that sum split with $8.1 million in
CDARs (Certificate of Deposit Ac-
count Registry Service) and $8.3 mil-
lion in money market funds and
other operating accounts.

Parks also noted a slight reduction
in return rates, which dropped to
0.75 percent in September.

“It had been holding steady at
0.85 percent for about four or five
months,” he said. “It’s a reflection of
market conditions.”

Looking at assessment collections,
Parks said the total through Septem-

Doug Parks

ber is ahead of last year.

“In 2020 through September, we
collected $8.7 million of $9.1 million
or approximately 95.3 percent,” he
said. “In 2021 of $9.34 million due
we collected through September
$9.31 million or 99.69 percent.”

Parks said delinquent accounts
currently total roughly $29,000.

“Kudos to everyone in Ocean
Pines that understands the impor-
tance of paying their assessment and
allowing us to budget accordingly,”
he said.

Turning to reserve accounts,
Parks said overall balances dropped
from $7.8 million to $7.6 million
during September.

Parks said the change included a
transfer of $100,000 in general re-
placement reserves and a compara-
ble total in bulkheads.

“We’re tracking well and there’s
no surprises there,” he said.

Parks said to end August the asso-
ciation was trending toward a year
ending total reserve account balance
of $6.2 million but are now estimat-
ing a sum of $6.05 million.

“We’re about where we need to be
going into next fiscal year so we can
plan contributions to reserve ac-
counts and budget going forward,”
he said.

www.baysideoc.com
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OP Strategic Planning vets
property owners’ responses

Continued from Page 3

“People are receptive to doing it
online,” he said.

Barring a few complaints, with
several residents needing help to
complete the online survey, the over-
all level of participation was encour-
aging, McGorry said.

“It was simple and we had great
response,” he said.

McGorry also reviewed financial
summaries of association profit mar-
gins over the last five years.

“Prior to 2018, basically, Ocean
Pines was losing money,” he said.

The trend has been reversed since
then, with revenues generally out-
pacing expenses.

“Three years in a row have been
positive,” he said.

McGorry said overall amenity
numbers have been positive since
2018.

“Beach Club parking and marinas
have been consistent stars,” he said.

While some community members
have argued amenity operations are
driving up assessment fees, recent
data paints a different picture.

“Many people in the community
think amenities are driving our costs
up,” he said.

McGorry said the total financial
impact from amenities on annual as-

sessment rates represents about $4
or 0.5 percent of costs.

“Amenities represent hardly any-
thing,” he said. “Some people in the
community feel amenities are hurt-
ing us and that’s not the case.”

In 2021, assessment allocations
included 29 percent for reserve ac-
counts, 25 percent for
police/fire/ems services, with other
departments accounting for the re-
maining 46 percent.

Committee member Jenny Crop-
per Rines said comparable financial
details are shared during the annual
homeowners’ meeting in August.

“The amenities have always been
such a small part [but] people do
focus on it,” she said.

Board liaison Colette Horn said
golf operations have done an about
face financially over the past two
years.

“Historically, a lot of the negative
attitudes toward the golf course had
to do with the fact that people were
viewing it as being heavily subsi-
dized,” she said. “People not using it
viewed it as a much larger percent-
age going to golf than what they
thought appropriate.”

The next Strategic Planning Com-
mittee meeting is scheduled for Dec.
2 at 9 a.m.

Route 90 Pond
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Maryland Coastal Bays Program Executive Director Kevin Smith shared insights following a recent
tour of the Route 90 pond located behind the Ocean Pines Library during the group’s meeting on

Friday.

Pines Environmental Cmte.
delves into Route 90 pond

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) The Ocean Pines
Environmental and Natural Assets
Committee on Friday reviewed possi-
ble enhancements for the scarcely
used Route 90 pond, which is hidden
in woods behind the Ocean Pines Li-
brary.

Committee Chairman Ken Wolf

recently accompanied Maryland
Coastal Bays Program Executive Di-
rector Kevin Smith on a tour of the
pond and its wooded pathway to
look for areas that might be im-
proved.
“We really wanted to get the bene-
fit of his thinking,” Wolf said.
Smith said the association owns
See ROUTE Page 8
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Ice sculpting becomes big holiday attraction

Continued from Page 1

nual yuletide celebration included an
ice-sculpting demonstration, things
changed last year.

“Last year because of covid, we al-
tered it,” she said. “You can’t have
people standing around watching a
live demo all close together.”

Wells said in 2020 the number of
ice sculptures skyrocketed to roughly
30 entries, with all work done before
the gathering.

“Last year we did it in advance and
stored them in freezer,” she said.
“Then they bring them down in this
big truck and set them up in the mid-
dle of the road.”

The approach is being replicated
this year with 33 sculptures slated for
delivery, with each sponsored by a
local business.

“This is such a success because of
the sponsorships of the businesses,”
she said.

Wells said in a throwback to ear-
lier celebrations, a pair of ice artisans
would be on hand for demonstration
purposes.

“There’s going to be two guys carv-
ing ice in front of the Sterling Tav-
ern,” she said. “It’s a huge event.”

Wells said retail shops would re-
main open late to accommodate visi-
tors.

“Bring the whole family out,” she

said. “Shops will be open late, and
you get to experience one of a kind ice
art.”

On a somber note, the Ice Ice
event will also serve as a fundraiser
for ice artist Erik Cantine.

“He was diagnosed with stage four
brain cancer,” she said.

Wells said financial support can be
provided in two spots.

“In front of the ice-carving
demonstration there’s going to be
somewhere to make a donation,” she
said. “Also there’s an ice sculpture
wishing well set up sponsored by
Fathom.”

All donations will be contributed
to a college fund being established for
Cantine’s children.

Confirming the holiday season is
underway, Santa Claus is slated to ar-
rive at the “Kringle Kottage” at 5 p.m.
for a three-hour tour.

At 6 p.m., Annapolis town crier
Frederick Taylor will introduce
Mayor Zach Tyndall, who will light
the Christmas Tree in front of the At-
lantic Hotel on the corner of Main
and Jefferson streets.

Adding some rhythm to the
evening, the Seaside Dance Academy
will perform at 6:30 p.m., with Berlin
Heat taking center stage at 7 p.m.

Throughout the evening, Big Al
Reno from Ocean 98 radio will pump

Dbl Berminglon

Realtor® SFR®

debbennington4 @gmail.com

410-208-3500 x308 Office

- 410-603-8065 Cell » 866-666-1727
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in Terns Landing
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Multiple decks/balconies

* New Flooring

« 2-Car Garage, 4-Vehicle
Concrete Driveway
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$675,000

©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the @
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up the volume.

“Big Al Reno is going to be playing
music from the balcony at the At-
lantic Hotel starting at 6 p.m.,” she
said.

Wells said nearly three dozen ice
sculptures would be placed in front of
sponsoring businesses for additional

viewing the next day, which is also
Small Shop Saturday.

“Depending on the weather ... peo-
ple can come out on Saturday if they
can’t make it Friday night,” she said.
“They won'’t be as nice but they’ll still
be there.”

See BERLIN’S Page 7
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Ocean Pines kicks off its annual “Hometown Christmas Tree Lighting” event, pictured last year, in
White Horse Park on Saturday beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Choptank Electric supports
outdoor lighting campaign

Continued from Page 1
tion of the Hometown Christmas
Tree Lighting for the past nine years.

“Many of the people are returning
sponsors that have done it year after
year,” she said.

On a related note, the annual
“Light Up the Pines” outdoor deco-
rating program, sponsored by Chop-
tank Electric Cooperative, is
underway, with an initial deadline to
participate on Dec. 3

An online map of participating
homes may be viewed at

BILL CANNON’

google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1uzn
S6ymxVtFBOKH2utHslf-HLm27ds-
b&usp=sharing.

Participating homes will be en-
tered into a drawing to win one of
three $50 bill credits donated by
Choptank. Also, the first 25 regis-
tered participants receive a small
goody bag courtesy of Choptank.

Households wanting to participate
should submit their name, address
and phone number via email to
info@oceanpines.org or call 410-641-
7717 ext. 3014.

S GARAGE, INC.

FOR ALL OF YOUR AUTO CARE NEEDS

 Transmission Repair « Emission and Inspections
« Onboard Computer Diagnostics
« Engine Repair and Rebuild - Brake Service
« and Much More!

36389 DuPont Blvd - Rt 113 Selbyville -
3 miles North of MD-DE line

302-436-4200

“CERTIFIED NAPA SERVICE CENTER"

With a Nationwide Warranty Program

Established
in 1984
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Berlin’s Christmas parade
highlight of town festivities

Continued from Page 6

Horse-drawn carriage rides will be
available on Pitts Street.

“It’s a beautiful way to start the
holiday season in Berlin,” she said.

The festivities are sponsored by a
grant from the Worcester County
Arts Council.

For more information visit berlin-
mainstreet.com/tree-lighting-cele-
bration/ or search Facebook for “Ice
Ice Berlin and Tree Lighting.”

Saturday also marks the start of
Berlin’s Merry Marketplace, held
each weekend though Dec. 19 from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Hot chocolate will be available,
with proceeds to support Berlin non-
profits.

During Merry Marketplace, the
Welcome Center parking lot will be
transformed into a holiday village
that will include a “Kringle Kottage”
plus artisans and food vendors.

Bob Palladino will provide live
music and Berlin Commons will be
vending hot cider and mead.

No-cost horse-drawn carriage
rides will be available from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m.

Also, kids can send a letter to
Santa and receive a letter back with a
coupon for a sweet treat. North pole-

bound correspondence can be
dropped off at a special holiday mail-
box located inside the vestibule of the
Berlin Welcome Center.

The 50th annual Berlin Christmas
Parade is scheduled for Dec. 2 start-
ing at 7 p.m.

This year 8o-plus floats are on
board for the long-running tradition.

The parade will begin at the south
end of Main Street by the Berlin Wel-
come Center, with the main stage lo-
cated near the Calvin B. Taylor
Museum, and then proceed to the
Berlin Fire Company.

New Year’s Eve celebrations are
slated for both kids and adults.

Before the midnight revelry, a kid’s
ball drop and laser light show is
scheduled at 5:30 p.m. with the ball
drop taking place at 6 p.m.

Grownups can return at 10 p.m.
for an end-of-year party and ball
drop celebration running until 12:30
a.m.

New Year’s Eve beer and wine
sales will benefit nonprofit We Heart
Berlin.

SUBMITTED/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Map outlining the nearly three dozen ice sculp-
tures on display Friday through Saturday as part
of Berlin’s Ice Ice and tree-lightning event.

ICE SCULPTURE LOCATION MAP

wCL |

FRIDAY, NOV. 26
SPM-9PM

1 Worcester Youth &
Family Services

2 Viking Tree
3 World of Toys
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6:30 - Seaside Dance Academy
Tpem - Berlin Heat

MONDAY -3 for 33

Select appetizer and entree, with choice
of soup, salad, or dessert
TUESDAY - Table for two

50% off second entree

WEDNESDAY - Wine Down Wednesdays
1/2 off bottles of wine (under 560),
1/2 priced apps

THURSDAY - Fried Seafood Night
select entrees 525

Woliday
GIFT CARDS
Buy a gift card for them,
get a free $15 voucher
for youl

RESTAURANT

Oceanfront & 33rd

AT THE DOUBLETREE

MARLINMOONOCMD.COM | 410.289.1201

HAPPY HOUR Mon-Sat 3-6pm, Sun 1-close
{bar and pub tables only)

S1.75 specialty oysters » 51 Archer coastal salts

§5.75 local drafts, $6 crushes, $5 rails,

$7.50 rail martinis

$10 menu: bangin’ shrimp, mom's shrimp,

fish & frites, tuna nachos,

tacos (chicken, shrimp or fish)

$9 menuw: burger sliders, quesadilla, wings,

tenders, soups & salads

Happy
Holidays

from the
Atlantic Dental Team

Introducing
DR. KRISTEN MAZZEI
Now Accepting
New Patients

Family Dentistry & Smile
Enhancements

Invisalign® ¢ Implant Restorations ¢ Full Mouth Restoration

Accepting New Patients
Many traditional insurances taken.
Plus, third party financing available.

Emergency Services Available

Kristen
Mazzei, DMD

ATLANTIC DENTAL

COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
12308 Ocean Gateway, Suite é 41 0_21 3_ 7575

Ocean City, Maryland, 21842
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ATTENTION

WORCESTER COUNTY
RESIDENTS ONLY!!!

@R@E Household

Hazardous Waste

Collection

Saturday, November 27, 2021
10 AM-2 PM

Collections to be held at
OCEAN CITY PARK & RIDE,
RT. 50, WEST OCEAN CITY

Household Hazardous
Waste Collection

WHAT WILL BE ACCEPTED:

Computers & Laptops (No Other Electronics)
Gasoline * Gas/Oil Mixtures * Fuels * Acids
Cleaners * Solvents « Automotive Fluids * Bleach
Ammonia * Pool Chemicals ¢ Pesticides
Dark Room Supplies « CFL Light Bulbs « Batteries
Insecticides ¢ Herbicides ¢ Qil-Based Paints
Thinners * Turpentine « Wood Preservatives

Wood Strippers * Etc.
All of these materials will go to a
HAZ MAT disposal site.
Dispose of solidified water based paint in trash.
(to solidify — add dirt, sand, kitty litter, mulch, etc.)

Community Briefs

THESE ITEMS WILL BE ACCEPTED AT
OCEAN CITY PARK & RIDE,
RT. 50, WEST OCEAN CITY
NOVEMBER 27, 2021, 10 AM - 2 PM

WHAT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED:
Explosives * Ammunition « Medical Waste
Radioactive Materials ¢ Picric Acid * Asbestos
Televisions « TV Remotes ¢ Keyboards
Mouse ¢ Printers « Modems ¢ Scanners ¢ Cables
Misc. Computer Parts « VCR’s « CD Player’s
Calculators « Cell Phones * Radios * Stereos
CB Radios * Fax Machines * Misc. items
ELECTRONICS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

For more information on this event, Please
call Mike McClung, Recycling Manager
410-632-3177 Ext. 2405 or email at
mmcclung@co.worcester.md.us

No Materials will be accepted from
Business, Industrial or Commercial Sources.

Initiated

Morgan Mathey, a native of Berlin,
was recently initiated into the Salis-
bury University Circle of Omicron
Delta Kappa, the National Leadership
Honor Society.

The society welcomed 350 new ini-
tiates from 17 universities during Oc-
tober.

Students initiated into the society
must be sophomores, juniors, sen-
iors, or graduate/professional stu-
dents in the top 35 percent of their
class, demonstrate leadership experi-
ence in at least one of the five pillars,
and embrace the ODK ideals. Fewer
than 5 percent of students on a cam-
pus are invited to join each year.

New student

lan Ramnarain, from Bishopville, is
now a member of the class of 2025
at Loyola University Maryland.

As first-year students embark on
their college experience, they will all
take part in Loyola’s living learning
program, Messina.

The common text for Messina is
“Heartland,” by Sarah Smarsh. The
book, an eye-opening memoir of work-
ing-class poverty in America that “will
deepen our understanding of the
ways in which class shapes our coun-
try.”

Loyola enrolls 4,000 undergradu-
ate and 2,000 graduate students
from across the country.

Route 90 pond

Continued from Page 4

the pond and woods directly around
it, with a State Highway Administra-
tion easement running along the edge
bordering Route 90.

Wolf said a number of properties
are located directly east of the pond,
but do not about it.

Among the possibilities discussed,
Wolf said, is extending pathway all
the way around the pond.

Smith agreed some improvement
would be needed but said his impres-
sion was positive after walking the
trail.

“The path is in pretty good shape,”
he said.

Wolf said the direction for any
change would be in the spirit of na-
ture preservation.

“More of a sanctuary that’s not as
heavily used,” he said.

Wolf said the potential to add a
fishing dock has been floated but that
giving people greater access could
have a downside.

“What you put in there might at-
tract more people,” he said.

Measuring roughly half the size of
the adjacent South Gate Pond, the
Route 90 pond has an average depth
of 10-13 feet.

Classes Now Forming
Now Taking Transfer Students

+ Cosmetology
+ Master Barbering
* Teacher Training

+ Esthetics DIVOT
POINT Bt

* Manicuring
+ Advanced Education

o b

Delaware Learning Institute of Cosmetology - Southern
Delaware's best kept secret! We offer services to meet all
skin care, hair and nail needs including Microdermabrasion,
Peels, Perms, Hair Color, Manicures and Pedicures! Give us

a call or stop by today!
(302) 732-6704
32448 Royal Blvd Suite A
Dagsboro, DE 19939

Financial Aid
se

improvements

Smith said the pond is fed by
ground water and rainfall.

“It’s cooler and cleaner,” he said.

Among potential upgrades Smith
mentioned were adding habitat struc-
tures for fish and basking platforms
for turtles.

“I know the turtles would appreci-
ate it,” he said.

Smith also highlighted the perks of
underwater fish structures such as
PVC cubes or natural logs and tree
trunks.

“Where you’re going to catch fish
is where there’s structure,” he said.

“The pond bottom is fairly barren,”
he said.

Smith said other ideas include in-
stalling wood duck nesting boxes or
adding interpretative signs to high-
light the diverse plant life present.

“It’s an almost bog habitat in some
areas,” he said.

Smith also suggested having the
pond bottom surveyed.

He said the Coastal Bays Program
has worked extensively with the
Maryland Department of Natural Re-
SOurces survey crew.

“I’ll put that request in,” he said.
“It will not survey boundary or prop-
erty lines.”
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Pines GM report shares positive numbers

Viola unveiled September
monthly financials showing
budget ahead of estimates

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) The Ocean Pines
Association’s financial performance
continued in the black through Sep-
tember, with revenues for the month
closing $200,000 ahead of budget,
with expenses just $25,000 more
than projected.

Appearing before the association
board of directors Saturday, General
Manager John Viola said, “We’re op-
erating on all cylinders.”

Viola said top financial performers
in revenue-generating amenities
were golf, racquet sports and aquat-
ics.

“Marinas came in favorable,” he
said.

Year-to-date through September,
association balance sheets show a
positive budget variance of about $1.3
million, with revenues over by $1.07
million and expenses under by about
$232,000.

“Throughout the year we've con-
tinued expense reductions,” he said.
“We’ve scrubbed all accounts.”

As would be expected this time of
year, expenses will begin to outpace
revenues and remain that way in the

UNDER ONE
ROOF STORAGE

INSIDE BOAT STORAGE
= Low Profile Boats
= Jet Skis
= Pontoon Boats
= Center Consoles - under 9’3"
=Vehicle Storage
= Farm Equipment

12Ft x 30Ft space inside
Secure Building
with Asphalt Floor

Gated Secure Lane
with Security Cameras

Monthly & Yearly Lease

Must have proof of ownership
and carry renters insurance

Must be under 9' 3" tall
and no more than 10" wide

410-641-9961
Berlin, Maryland
mike@justritemarine.com

remaining months of the fiscal year,
Viola said.

“The numbers will come down,” he
said. “Some of it is timing for mainte-
nance.”

As for October, Viola said it ap-
pears to be running ahead of budget
by $75,000.

On other fronts, Viola discussed
maintenance on the North Gate
Bridge.

Following a recent accident at the
bridge involving a flipped vehicle,
Viola said potential improvements
are being considered.

“We are working with Vista [Engi-
neering] to address the approach to
the bridge,” he said.

Viola said association officials dis-
cussed the situation with Worcester
County officials, who provided a list
of contractors to consult.

“We will be coming forward with
more details on the project in the
next few months,” he said.

Viola said in terms of immediate
repair needs, nothing is pressing.

“It’s nothing structural,” he said.
“We are waiting for materials but it is
stabilized.”

Project costs are initially estimated
at $15,000, including $7,800 for tim-
ber and $7,500 for in-house labor
costs.

“It will probably take another 14
weeks to get materials,” he said. “In-
surance will be involved one way or
the other.”

On a related note, Viola said bids
are being solicited to power-wash the
bridge.

Viola also provided an overview of
areserve study recently completed by

See PINES Page 10
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Ocean Pines Elections Committee members reviewed an annual report and changed leadership roles during its meeting on Friday.

OP Elections Cmte. changes chair

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) In addition to
changing chairperson assignments,
the Ocean Pines Elections Committee
examined final edits for an annual re-
port and pondered ways to improve
the elections process at its meeting on
Friday.

Chairman Steve Habeger offered
his resignation, noting that his term
and that of member Mark Heintz had
expired in September but were ex-
tended into November.

Habeger said two new members,

Joseph Peloso and Jeannie Penning-
ton, were slated for approval at the
board of directors meeting on Satur-
day.

Despite leaving the group,
Habeger said that after serving three
terms they both would follow associ-
ation elections.

“We’re not going to go away,” he
said. “You can expect to hear from us
in the future.”

The committee voted unanimously
to appoint Carol Ludwig as the new
chairperson.

“This is the passing of the baton,”
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Heintz said.

Habeger reviewed the status of an
annual report nearing completion,
and

encouraged members to limit the
report to reviewing past events. He
also discussed ways the elections
might be improved, such as ways to
boost voter participation.

“The Elections Committee is con-
sidering a number of alternatives to
improve the election process,” he
said.

He also suggested that the com-
mittee prepare a separate report out-
lining some of the changes that could
be considered.

One such area in need of im-
provement is assuring that ballots
are received by the submission
deadline.

Habeger said recent subpar service
from the U.S. Mail has exacerbated
the challenge, noting nearly 300 bal-
lots were received after deadline for
the most recent board election.

Committee member Bob Windsor

See LUDWIG Page 11

Pines GM report
updates budget

Continued from Page 9
Richmond-based Design Manage-
ment Associates.

“It’s a valuable tool [and] puts
fixed assets into perspective,” he said.

Completing the report to the board
was Doug Greene, reserve specialist
and partner with DMA, with oversight
from Public Works Office Manager
Linda Martin, and support from Viola
and Finance Director Steve Phillips.

The data was presented to the
Budget and Finance Committee last
week.

“Budget and Finance signed off on
all our assumptions in detail,” he
said.

The DMA study was first com-
pleted in 2015 and last updated in
2018.

“It gives us a guide so we can get
an understanding where our reserves
are,” he said. “Which is a big number
and big part of our balance sheet.”

Sticking to financial fronts, Viola
said preparation work for the next fis-
cal year’s budget is moving along
steadily.

“We have met with all department
heads [and] all will present to Budget
and Finance,” he said.

Department heads and second-in-
command positions will take part in a
multi-day presentation to the Budget
and Finance Committee from Jan. 4-6.

Viola said Budget Committee
members would be provided a binder
no later than Christmas Eve to pre-
pare for the detailed presentation.

“They can really get into it,” he
said.

The advance time allows for initial
questions to be answered.

“We’ll address any questions they
have,” he said. “We address any as-
sumptions, pricing, expense control,
capital outlays and the DMA study
with the team.”
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Police mlsconduct review process changing

New discipline criteria will
put citizens on boards that
assess proper punishments

By Jack Chavez
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) A three-tiered sys-
tem for addressing police discipline is
coming to Worcester County.

Earlier this year, the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly repealed the Law En-
forcement Bill of Rights, which governs
how police are disciplined. The law will
expire at the end of June 2022. Its re-
placement is known as the Police Ac-
countability Act, which “replaces the
most internal discipline system under
LEOBR with a multi-tiered system of
(three) external civilian boards,” ac-
cording to a memo from County Attor-

ney Roscoe Leslie to
the county commis-
sioners.

According to
Leslie’s memo, pre-
sented during the
Nov. 16 commission-
ers meeting, the
boards would include
a police accountability board, the
overall governing body of the system
that cannot have active police on it
but must have a chair with “relevant
experience” and will receive com-
plaints of police misconduct; a five-
member charging committee
comprised of the accountability board
chair and four civilians picked by the
accountability board and the commis-
sioners that will review complains
and investigations into misconduct,

Roscoe Leslie

Ludwig bestowed leadership
role after Habeger departs

Continued from Page 10

said the Parke neighborhood opted to
switch from mailing in ballots to elec-
tronic voting for its board election
three years ago.

“We haven’t had any issues,” he
said.

Windsor said a computer (and
help on how to use it) is available to
Parke residents without online ac-
cess.

Parke ballots include a code for
voting online or over the phone.

“The goal is to make it easier to
vote and increase percentages,” he
said. “You can vote by phone, so we
totally eliminated the post office as
far as late ballots.”

Habeger said the bylaws require
all property owners to be notified by
mail regarding the date, time and lo-
cation of the annual meeting.

“We piggyback that required post-
ing with election materials,” he said.

While bylaws do not require mail-
ing election materials, Habeger said
switching to online options might

Route 346

meet some resistance.

“There are people that will be op-
posed to it,” he said.

Other election scheduling chal-
lenges include current deadlines for
candidate applications by May 10,
with the association secretary re-
quired to submit a final list to the
committee by June 1.

Heintz said in past years there
was an unsuccessful push to have
the Search Committee solicit candi-
date applications sooner than May
10.

“What would be next steps to
shorten the dates?” he asked.

Habeger proposed moving the
dates forward a month, with applica-
tions due by April 10 and final candi-
date list due May 1. Such a change, he
acknowledged, would have to be ap-
proved by referendum.

Habeger said he would complete
edits on the committee’s annual re-
port before turning it over to Mary
Anne Whitcomb for formatting. The
report would then go to the board.
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decide if an officer should be charged
with misconduct and recommend dis-
cipline; and a three-member trial
board comprised of a retired judge, a
civilian appointed by the accountabil-
ity board and a police officer from the
agency involved.

The trial board will conduct hear-
ings if the officer doesn’t accept disci-
pline and will have the power to issue
subpoenas.

Leslie outlined current concerns as
the financial burden, finding qualified
board members, the extent of local
board power and addressing issues like
handling internal complaints that the
new legislation is not clear on.

“During this process,” Commis-

sioner Chip Bertino asked, “are the
rights of the individual law enforce-
ment officer protected each step of the
way?”

Leslie responded that the goal is to
protect officers similar to how the
county protects them now.

“Board appointees will be trained
properly with metrics similar to what
the Maryland State Police use now,” he
said. “(We just) need to fill in gaps to
assure it.”

Bertino also voiced concern over the
inclusion of civilians on the board.

“If we have citizens not well-versed
in police procedures on these boards,
or influenced by public opinion or
videos on CNN or Fox News, it could ir-
reparably harm individuals going
through this,” Bertino said. “Like
everyone else, they’re innocent until
proven guilty and it’s darn important to
protect their rights moving forward.”

A formal resolution on how to im-
plement the new system is expected
early next year.
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OP reafflrms cash for Jenkins Point project

Coastal Bays officials offer
to help association solicit
grants for larger endeavor

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) Looking to take a
second swipe at securing state fund-
ing for a proposed restoration of
Jenkins Point, Maryland Coastal
Bays Program Watershed Coordina-
tor Steve Farr reconfirmed financial
support from the Ocean Pines Board
on Saturday.

“Last year Maryland Coastal Bays
approached [Director] Doug Parks to
consider some opportunities for re-
siliency projects,” he said.

Farr said Coastal Bays’ officials
were aware the Maryland Depart-
ment of the Environment had issued
request for proposals for community
projects to protect natural assets and
habitat.

“We looked at several opportuni-
ties in Ocean Pines and Jenkins Point
really popped out,” he said. “We put
together a proposal for DNR and sub-
mitted about this time last year.”

The funding, while not ultimately

awarded, was intended to support de-
sign and permitting for the restora-
tion work.

In recent years, a precipitous de-
cline has been observed in migrating
bird species traditionally spotted on
the Eastern Shore.

Town of Berlin Public Notices

R HII

NOTICE OF A
PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to The Town of Berlin,
MD Code Sections 108-214 and 108-
215, the Berlin Planning Commis-
sion will hold a Public Hearing to
hear the request for a Text Amend-
ment to the Town Code at their next
regularly scheduled meeting to be
held on Wednesday, December 8,
2021, at 5:30 PM in the second floor
Council Chambers of Berlin Town
Hall, 10 William Street, Berlin, MD.

The proposed Text Amendment
reads as follows:

Proposed Text Amendments for
Authorization of
Crematorium as Conditional Use
on M-1 Light Industrial Property

“Sec. 108-5. — Definitions

Crematorium defined: a building
containing furnace(s) for cremating
dead human bodies”

“Sec 108-163. — Conditional uses,
variances and special exceptions.

(c) Within any M-1 Light Indus-
trial District, a crematorium as de-
fined in Section 108-5.”

(d) the old (c) will then become the
new (d)

“Sec. 108-518. — Conditional uses.

(4) In any M-1 Light Industrial
District, a crematorium as defined in

Section 108-5.”
OCD-11/25/2t

O EHDA

NOTICE OF A
PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to The Town of Berlin,
MD Code Sections 108-214 and 108-
215, the Berlin Planning Commis-
sion will hold a Public Hearing to
hear the request for a Text Amend-
ment to the Town Code at their next
regularly scheduled meeting to be
held on Wednesday, December 8,
2021, at 5:30 PM in the second floor
Council Chambers of Berlin Town
Hall, 10 William Street, Berlin, MD.

The proposed Text Amendment
reads as follows:

Proposed Text Amendment

I hereby propose to amend Sec-
tion 108-403 of the Berlin code to
allow fee simple townhouse
dwellings with the following lot and
area requirements:

1. Minimum lot size — 2,000
square feet;

2. Minimum lot width — 18 feet;

3. Front yard setback — 20 feet;

4. Rear yard setback — 25 feet; and

5. Side yard setback — 0 feet along
party wall and 8 feet on the end
units.

OCD-11/25/2t

Jenkins

Point

(Top) Map detailing shoreline ero-
sion since 1961 near Jenkins Point
in the Isle of Wight Bay.

(Bottom) Maryland Coastal Bays
Program Watershed Coordinator
Steve Farr reconfirmed on Saturday
that the Ocean Pines Board was
still on board with pursuing state
funding for a resiliency project at
Jenkins Point near the Yacht Club.

SCREENSHOT BAYSIDE GAZETTE

The proposal would seek long-
term restoration of the coastal bay is-
land located in the Isle of Wight Bay
for use by colonial nesting birds, such
as herons, swallows and sea gulls,
which typically shelter in areas de-
void of ground predators.

Farr previously estimated the
Jenkins Point engineering study
would cost up to $100,000, while the
eventual project to restore migratory
bird nesting habitats would total sev-
eral million.

In May, the board unanimously
approved investing $10,000 to cover
design and permitting costs for a pro-
posed restoration for Jenkins Point.

Despite the earlier funding denial,
Farr said state officials indicated the
project had been under considera-
tion.

“If they had more money they
hopefully would have approved it,” he
said “We have since had discussions
with DNR and they have encouraged
us to submit another proposal for this
project.”

Far said the next step would be for
the board to reconfirm their earlier fi-
nancial commitment.

“It’s always a big help to show local
skin in the game,” he said.
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Project funding 1is available
through DNR’s Restoration for Re-
silience program.

Restore America’s Estuaries ad-
ministers the funding stream pro-

vided by the Environmental
Protection Agency for the National
Estuary Program.

The intent is to bolster natural in-
frastructure to provide the commu-
See FARR Page 13
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Communications Cmte. updates initiatives

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) The Ocean Pines
Communications Committee dis-
cussed pending business during its vir-
tual meeting on Thursday.

Committee member Marlene Ott
said a recent update from Choptank
Electric Cooperative highlighted its
sponsorship of the annual “Light Up
the Pines” holiday promotion.

Marketing Coordinator Julie Mali-
nowski said residents began register-
ing for the self-guided tour of lights last
Monday.

Malinowski said about a dozen
properties had registered to be in-
cluded among the stops listed on an
online map.

To back the effort, Choptank has
provided promotional items for the
first 25 Pines residents to sign up.

“This year they have donated three
$50 bill credits,” she said. “We’re going
to do a drawing for everyone that
signed up.”

In old business, Committee Chair-
woman Cheryl Jacobs inquired about
the status of purchasing electronic
signs to replace manually updated
marquees located along Ocean Park-
way.

Board liaison Josette Wheatley said
the latest word from General Manager
John Viola was that he “had some con-
cerns and they were holding back on
that.”

Jacobs asked where
a request to acquire at
least one electronic
messaging board
stood.

“We have pursued
it vigorously and feel
good about it,” she
said.

Wheatley, however, admitted the
current status remains unknown.

“Something had him (Viola) pause
the button and I'm not sure why,” she
said.

Jacobs said until an answer is forth-
coming the existing community signs
would have to suffice.

“We'll have to do it the old-fash-
ioned way and get the people out there
changing the letters around,” she said.

Turning to other matters, Mali-
nowski said the deadline to return re-
sponses for a recently issued property
owners survey was Monday.

“We got probably around 1,800 re-
sponses,” she said. “My understanding
is they hit the targets they were inter-

Farr reviews funding pursuit
for resiliency work by coast

Continued from Page 12

nity enhanced protection from cli-
mate change issues, notably the
mounting occurrences of intense
coastal storms causing erosion to
shorelines and increased levels of
flooding.

Grant application guidelines also
require the board to discuss the mat-
ter in a public meeting.

“It’s one of the main reasons I'm
here today,” he said. “At this point
you have most of the elements
needed.”

Far said the current project would
be limited to design and permitting.

“If design and permitting is
achieved what happens with these
grants is that DNR would provide
funding for construction,” he said.
“There’s no financial commitment
from the OPA beyond the $10,000
that was approved last year.”

Farr said in the event additional
construction funding is required be-
yond DNR contributions; Coastal
Bays’ officials would help the associ-
ation source alternative streams.

“There are other opportunities to
get money for projects like this,” he
said. “We would work with you to
seek other grants.”
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ested in hitting in terms of responses
they wanted from people.”

Jacobs said the final tally nearly dou-
bled the initial target of 1,000 returns.

“It will be very interesting to see
their final report on the outcome of
that what people had to say and what
they do with that,” she said.

Jacobs also asked about the status
of a lawsuit brought by board candi-
date Rick Farr over being disqualified
in July, which had a hearing in
Worcester Circuit Court on Monday.

“They haven’t made a decision and
that’s how they left it,” Wheatley said.
“We had a follow-up meeting for Tues-
day, but we cancelled that because no
decision was made.”

Jacobs said the recent appointment
of Wheatley and Amy Peck to fill va-
cancies created because of the resigna-
tions of Tom Janasek and Camilla

Rogers has given the board a full com-
plement of directors.

“We’ll just carry on business as
usual until something changes,” she
said.

Committee recruitment efforts were
also examined, with Jacobs noting at
least one new member is being sought
to fill the opening created when
Wheatley was appointed to the board.

“We don’t have any capacity [is-
sues], so we can have more members,”
she said.

Wheatley said a potential commit-
tee member had just submitted an ap-
plication that awaited Jacobs’
approval.

“That’s wonderful but we can still
have more,” she said.

The committee is forgoing a De-
cember meeting but will reconvene on
Jan. 20.
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The Worcester County Public Schools 2021-22 calendar was altered slightly last week to change
Dec. 17 to a half day of in-person instruction, make Dec. 20, 21 and 22 distance learning days,

and add two half days on March 11 and May 16.

TEMPLE BAT YAM

A Reform Jewish Congregation

Welcome Back!

We've missed you!
Please join us for live,
Friday from 7:30 - 9:00 PM.

in-person services this

For more information, you can reach us at the Temple
from 9 AM — 2 PM Tuesday - Friday.

410-641-4311 or TempleBatYam97@aol.com

11036 Worcester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811
TempleBatYam-oc.org

mental health improvement

By Mallory Panuska
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) In the name of im-
proving the mental health of students,
teachers and staff still seemingly rav-
aged by the lingering effects of the pan-
demic, Worcester County Public
Schools officials have tweaked the
school calendar to offer some relief.

Last week, board of education mem-
bers unanimously voted to change Dec.
17 to a half-day of in-person instruction,
make Dec. 20, 21 and 22 distance-learn-
ing days, and add two half-days on
March 11 and May 16.

The move will presumably help to
soften the blow of going to school and
work for full days on the specified
dates. It also essentially gives students
and staff members two full weeks away
from classrooms for Christmas break.

“In light of the impact the pandemic

and the associated sustained trauma
students and educators nationwide
have experienced as a result of covid-
19, school systems across the country
are examining ways to provide mental
health supports for both students and
staff,” the board document said.
“Worcester County Public Schools,
alongside our neighboring counties,
has examined our existing 2021-2022
school system calendar to identify a
strategy to build in time to provide this
support.”

Carrie Sterrs, the coordinator of
public relations and special programs
for WCPS, also presented board mem-
bers with two options for the 2022-23
calendar. One would institute an early
June dismissal date and the other a
later one. Board members will take the
options under advisement and vote on
them at a later date.

Area Community Foundation
announces $5.1 mil. grants

(Nov. 25, 2021) The Community
Foundation of the Eastern Shore has
announced a total of $5.1 million in
charitable grants for the 2021 fiscal
year.

These funds were awarded
through more than 1,664 grants sup-
porting various community needs
across the Lower Eastern Shore as
well as more than 400 scholarships
totaling $542,000. The Community
Foundation has made $94 million in
grants to the community since 1984.

“While we have all been impacted
in some way by the pandemic this
past year, the foundation has been
able to respond exactly as it was de-
signed to do — as a leading resource
for our community, built to withstand
the test of time,” said Community
Foundation President Erica Joseph.
“We were able to respond to crisis in
our community during a time when
support was desperately needed.”

The Community Foundation will
celebrate annual grant making
achievements at the 2021 annual
meeting, which will be held at the
Wicomico Youth and Civic Center,
with a virtual option, on Nov. 5. The
foundation will report on its philan-
thropic activities during the past year,
and announce winners of the 2021
Community Foundation awards, as
well as highlight ongoing initiatives
that serve the Lower Shore.

For more information, visit
CFES.org/annualmeeting or call 410-
742-9911.

As leaders, grant makers and stew-
ards of philanthropy, the Community
Foundation of the Eastern Shore con-
nects people who care to causes that
matter for the common good of the
Lower Eastern Shore.

It is a 501c3 nonprofit with an in-
spiring history of fostering charitable

See TOTAL Page 15
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State BOE gauges feedback

on school mask requirement 1.

By Mallory Panuska
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) Members of the
state board of education have a great
deal to think about over the coming
weeks.

For nearly four and a half hoursin a
busy virtual Zoom session on Nov. 16,
the group that passed an emergency
order requiring everyone in school
buildings to mask up indoors without
exception listened to testimony on all
sides of the controversial issue. The
meeting was their first time publicly re-
viewing the order since passing it al-
most unanimously in late August.

And in the name of “science” and all
the evidence every speaker could find,
district representatives from across the
state and a panel of doctors and health
officials made adamant points both for
and against the mandate ahead of a
board meeting set next month to revisit
it.

The arguments for and against the
requirement were all over the board,
from pleas to keep the mandate in
place to protect not only the vulnerable
students, but their parents and grand-
parents and everyone they've ever
known from covid transmission, to
claiming child abuse and mental and
emotional distress from unfair and un-
just “muzzling.”

“We were hoping to get a cross-sec-
tion of views and opinions,” Board
President Clarence Crawford said at
the end of the hearing. “I was disap-
pointed we didn’t get a silver bullet ...
But we have a lot of good information
to think about.”

Crawford and all but one member of
the board bypassed the advice of Gov.
Larry Hogan and passed the emer-
gency order on Aug. 26. The decision,
which was voted into law weeks later
by a General Assembly committee,
prompted officials in Worcester
County Public Schools to flip original
plans to start the school year mask-op-
tional. Worcester Public Schools offi-
cials have said that they will not revisit

Total $94 million
granted since '84

Continued from Page 14

endeavors, and has provided $94
million in grants and scholarships to
the local community since 1984.

It collaborates with individuals,
families and businesses to match
their charitable interests with com-
munity needs and strengthen local
nonprofits through grants and re-
sources. It is devoted to improving
the regional community and believes
in the power of philanthropy.

For information, contact Victoria
Kent, marketing officer, at 410-742-
9911 or vkent@CFES.org.

the mandate locally while the state
order is in place.

Crawford said during the meeting
that the emergency order ends Feb. 25
and cannot be extended or reissued,
thus board members have to decide
how to proceed.

“We need to assess how it’s going
and then begin to think through a
thoughtful and prudent way forward.
What do we do?,” he said of the reason
behind Tuesday’s hearing.

The groups represented at the hear-
ing included members of the public,
who testified nine to seven against
keeping the mandate in place; parent
and student groups; county school dis-
tricts and state education organiza-
tions; and national health
professionals and officials.

Testimony from the educational
groups leaned toward keeping the
mandate. Several speakers pointed out
that the pandemic is far from over and
that transmission is evident among
children across the country. They also
said that most children have no prob-
lem wearing a mask and claimed that
schools have remained open because
face coverings have been required.

Those against keeping the mandate
testified that the decision should be left
to the local jurisdictions, and claimed
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that children do not contract or trans-
mit the virus at the same rate as adults.

The health officials presented vary-
ing testimony as well.

Dr. Lucy McBride, a practicing in-
ternist from Washington D.C. who has
studied the effects of covid since its in-
ception, said that masks were the clear
answer for preventing the spread of the
virus at the start of the pandemic. But
now that a vaccine and advanced test-
ing are available, and more science ex-
ists regarding transmission rates
among children, her advice has
changed.

“Now that we have these vaccines
that not only reduce the risk of disease
in the vaccine recipient, but that also

PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
State board of education members spent nearly four-and-a-half-hours in a virtual Zoom meeting
last week listening to all sides of the controversial indoor mask mandate they ordered for all
districts across the state. They will take the information received and make a decision about the
future of the directive next month.

reduce the risk of transmitting the
virus to someone else, it’s really time to
think about removing a medical inter-
vention whose benefits are not clear
and that does have harm,” she said.
“Masks are not a zero risk interven-
tion.”

McBride pointed out that no real ev-
idence exists that show the benefits of
masking outweigh the negative effects
on children, which include mental and
emotional distress from not having the
ability to see and hear teachers and
peers.

“We need to recognize these are not
risk-free interventions,” she said. “Stu-
dents need to see faces to learn and for

See BOARD Page 16
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Stephen Decatur Middle addition underway

By Mallory Panuska
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) After two decades
and a rushed steel bid, Stephen De-
catur Middle School’s footprint is of-
ficially getting bigger.

On Nov. 17, with bulldozers and
giant work trucks milling around a
flat dirt plat in the background,
Worcester County Public Schools of-
ficials and local dignitaries flashed
genuine smiles of joy as they cele-
brated the official groundbreaking of
a long-awaited 24,800-square-foot
addition on the side of the existing
79,500-square-foot school on Sea-

hawk Road in Berlin.

“This addition is a project that this
school has needed practically since its
doors opened in 1997,” Superintend-
ent Lou Taylor said to the modest
crowd as participants waited to don
ceremonial hard hats and clutch
shiny silver shovels in front of a knee-
high pile of loose tan dirt for a photo
op.

“At that time we predicted how the
north end community would grow,”
Taylor continued. “And while the ini-
tial project didn’t ultimately include
this necessary 25,000-square-foot
addition, we are grateful to be able to

add this much-needed space today.”

The addition will include 12 new
classrooms, four science labs, meet-
ing and prep areas, and storage
space. Taylor said the new square
footage will be used for general stor-
age, as well for the school’s growing
band program. He said the addition
will also help improve safety and se-
curity for the school by allowing for
the elimination of nine portable
classrooms and the creation of a se-
cure entry vestibule.

“Much like the one built at Showell
Elementary School, it’s much-needed
for safety today,” he said.

Taylor thanked numerous people
in the audience during his short
speech, including his own support
staff, the Worcester County Commis-
sioners, state lawmakers and mem-
bers of the board of education.

He also noted one particular board
member, former Superintendent Jon
Andes, who stood out among the oth-
ers.

“One of his first projects as super-
intendent was to build Stephen De-
catur Middle School and 20-plus
years later I'm trying to finish it for
Dr. Andes,” Taylor said. “I know you

See PROJECT page 17

Board will make mask

Continued from Page 15
social and emotional health.

The U.S. World Health Organiza-
tion also does not recommend mask
wearing for children under 5 at all, and
routinely advises against it for those
between the ages of 6 and 11, McBride
added.

“In the U.S. we are really an outlier
in masking children of these age cate-
gories,” she said.

Dr. Monique Soileau-Burke, the
vice president of the Maryland Chapter

of the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics, had a more tentative take on
moving away from masking.

While she agreed that the vaccine
will eventually allow officials to stop re-
quiring masks for students and staff in
schools, she believes it is still too soon.

“I really, truly strongly believe the
American Academy of Pediatrics will
recommend that masks remain in
place in classrooms until everyone has
the opportunity to become vaccinated,”
she said.

Local Honey &
Canned Goods

100s of Trees Fresh Wreaths
Garland & Swags
Pallet Boys Home Decor = Train Gardens
Handmade, Unique Gift Items

Fresh Baked Goods ﬁ‘% |

? - gy
- f" : e L@

BLUEBIRD FARMS o0pen Daily 10-7
410.208.4475 - 11207 Racetrack Road = Berlin

decision In

She added that she does not believe
it will be as simple as waiting a few
weeks after the shot is available to all
age groups, as it is not universally
available to everyone at the moment
and getting to that point could take
time.

Professor Larry Gostin from the
O’Neil Institute for National and
Global Health Law at Georgetown Uni-
versity, disagreed with unmasking chil-
dren at this time.

While he said that he did not have
specific evidence from schools stating
that masks are effective at preventing
covid transmission in children, he ref-
erenced general studies of transmis-
sion in other scenarios that show their
success.

“We have no evidence that taking off
masks in the school system now would
be safe,” he said. “And so as much as
my heart yearns for the little kids that
have to wear masks I would say that at
this point I would be cautious.”

All three of the health officials did
have one thing in common, though:

December

They all believe vaccines are the cata-
lyst for a mask-free, endemic future.

“The answer to getting our kids out
of masks altogether is to get them vac-
cinated,” Burke said.

The board members asked several
questions that ranged from advice on
changing soiled masks to the threat of
flu season, but they offered no feed-
back about which way they are leaning
in the debate.

The board meets again in December
and Crawford said they will take into
account everything heard and come to
a decision that will ensure students
safely stay in school.

“We will come up with a thoughtful,
appropriate way forward as best as we
can fulfilling what we said was our ob-
jective,” he said.

Crawford also encouraged anyone
with thoughts or opinions to contact
the board at stateboard.msde@mary-
land.gov or 200 West Baltimore Street,
Baltimore, MD 21201. He said that
board members will consider all emails
and comments before deciding.
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Worcester County Public Schools officials, board members, staff members and local dignitaries ceremoniously gathered Nov. 17 to break ground on
a long-awaited nearly 25,000-square-foot addition at Stephen Decatur Middle School. The project is set for completion by the end of the 2022.

Body cam hours
present problems
for prosecutors

By Jack Chavez
Staff Writer

(Nov. 25, 2021) Worcester County
State’s Attorney Kristin Heiser made
the case to the county commissioners
on Nov. 16 that her office is going to
struggle to keep up if the county’s 12
law enforcement agencies implement
body-worn camera footage ahead of
the 2025 state mandate.

Appearing during the commis-
sioner’s meeting with Worcester
County Sheriff Matt Crisafulli, Heiser
said that the unfun