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Masks, shields given to hospitals

(April 2, 2020) Residents and com-
panies in Worcester County are creat-
ing protective gear for  medical 
personnel and members of the com-
munity during the spread of COVID-19 
throughout the state. 

Hardwire LLC, a Pocomoke City 
manufacturer of protective armor used 
by the military, law enforcement and 

school systems, announced last Friday 
that it will be manufacturing face 
shields for medical personnel on the 
front lines of the battle. 

“The shield is a first line of defense,” 
Hardwire CEO George Tunis said. 
“What they are is extremely light-
weight face shield that goes over your 
other PPE [Personal Protective Equip-
ment]. The doctors and nurses are 
wearing N-95 (anti-virus) facemasks. 
That’s really what filters the virus out 
as you as you breathe. If someone 
sneezes or coughs directly on you. 
Without a face shield, the virus is going 
to hit you. Either it gets your eyes, your 

skin, your sinus ... you’re just trying to 
keep it literally off of you. 

“We have very good customers and 
friends in Italy,” he continued. “A cou-
ple of weeks ago, they really clued us in 
that this was much worse than you can 
imagine. And they said to take it very 
seriously and move as quickly as you 
can. They said the virus is quick and it’s 
clever.” 

Two weeks ago, Tunis and his com-
pany began looking into methods they 
could use to provide materials for 
health workers to use.  

Tunis credits his friend Monty 

Hardwire, boutique change 
gears to provide protection 
to health care workers

By Morgan Pilz 
Staff Writer
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Megan Klakring, left, a nurse tech, and Sarah 
Sharkey, a radiation tech at Atlantic General 
Hospital, demonstrate the use of the face 
shields provided by Hardwire LLC. 
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SELF-ISOLATING 
A solitary figure gazing over South Gate Pond embodies the current COVID-19 health mandates limiting social interac-
tions on Sunday in Ocean Pines.

Rec & Parks suggests 
fun and safe activities

(April 2, 2020) While fami-
lies are sequestered at home 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic response, and with play-
ground facilities temporarily 
closed, the Ocean Pines Recre-
ation and Parks department is 
providing alternative inside ac-
tivities to help parents keep 
their offspring entertained. 

Recreation Program Coor-
dinator & Camp Director Brit-
tany Jarman said the 
stay-at-home directive issued 
Monday by Gov. Larry Hogan 
could leave parents at a loss for 
ideas for ways to channel the 
pent-up energy of their chil-
dren. 

 “The goal is to help parents 
keep their children active and 
entertained during this chaotic 
time,” she said. “We are com-
ing up with ideas for everyone 
to do in their home or in their 
own backyard.” 

Jarman said her depart-
ment recognized the need to 
assist families in keeping 
youngsters entertained while 
school attendance and other 

social interactions are re-
stricted  

“I have recently been post-
ing activities on our Ocean 
Pines Recreation & Parks Face-
book page, as well as our Camp 
Ocean Pines Page,” she said. 

J a r m a n 
said the recre-
ation depart-
ment is 
embracing so-
cial media to 
help quell 
boredom for 
residents of all 
ages.  

“So far, we have posted an 
‘Indoor/Outdoor Color Scav-
enger Hunt’ for everyone to 
complete and … post their 
findings in the comments,” she 
said. “We also have posted an 
Ocean Pines-based word 
search and word scramble for 
people to solve.” 

Jarman said the online fun 
is just getting underway, with 
future posts highlighting crafts, 
educational experiments, as-
sorted scavenger hunts and 
creative exercise suggestions. 

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

Brittany Jarman

Mayor gives weekly update
(April 2, 2020) Berlin 

Mayor Gee Williams issued his 
weekly statement on Monday 
with updates concerning 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) and 
the town. 
To the Citizens of Berlin: 

The Town of Berlin contin-
ues to actively monitor the 

evolving situation regarding 
COVID-19 (coronavirus).   

All town services continue 
to be provided. Town employ-
ees are working on a modified 
work schedule to minimize the 
number of people working at 
town offices or utility depart-
ments.   

Employees are working 
from home by telework when-
ever possible. 

Equipment has been se-
cured to enable the town to 
reschedule Berlin Mayor and 
Council meetings by electronic 
livestreaming format for im-
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mediately foreseeable weeks.   
The first livestream council meeting 

will be in two weeks, Monday, April 13 
at 5:30 p.m.  This will be a General Fund 
work session, which is the next step in 
preparing our 2021 town budget.   

Immediately after the work session, 
the next regular session of the Berlin 
Mayor and Council will be conducted 
livestream at 7 p.m. on April 13.  

The following Monday, April 20 at 
5:30 p.m. the council will livestream a 
Utilities Fund budget work session.  A 
week later the Mayor and Council will 
hold our second regular session on 
Monday, April 27 at 7 p.m. and will also 
be livestreamed to the public. 

The Town of Berlin will share infor-
mation on how you can access our 
livestream meetings in future weekly 
statements and on our town website.  

Only the Mayor and Council and up 
to three town staff will be in attendance 
at these meetings. Town department 
heads will be allowed to make presen-
tations only one person at a time.   

The public may submit comments 
and questions in advance prior to these 
meetings in four ways: electronically via 
email or text, fax, or by USPS mail. 
Please note any communications must 

be received by no later than noon on the 
day of a meeting.  

Questions and comments will be 
compiled for the Mayor and Council to 
review and discuss during the meeting. 
Send these communications to either of 
the following: Email: 
info@berlinmd.gov: please use M&C 
Comments in the Subject; Fax: 410-
641-2316; USPS mail: Town of Berlin, 
10 William Street, Berlin, Maryland 
21811; In the drop boxes located behind 
Town Hall or at the corner of Bay and 
William streets. 

Note: To reach the Town of Berlin in 
time, any traditional mailed communi-
cations must be in the USPS system by 
no later than the US Post Office’s close 
of business the Friday before a Monday 
meeting.  

Any town notices and statements re-
lated to this public health emergency 
are distributed to all local news media, 
and posted on our town website: 
berlinmd.gov/news/, Facebook page, 
Public Access Channel and by notices 
displayed outside of Town Hall.  

Information from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
and any alerts or additional information 
about the coronavirus that pertains to 
Worcester County is also displayed on 

our town website.  
As this situation changes, we urge all 

citizens in our community to make de-
cisions with an abundance of caution 
and obey the “stay-at-home order” is-
sued by Gov. Larry Hogan.  

The expected peak of the spread of 
COVID-19 in Maryland remains un-
known at this time. State health author-
ities will continue to access the situation 
and advise all of us on further appropri-
ate precautions. Updates of further or-
ders from our Governor will continue to 
be shared by the Town of Berlin. 

It is the town’s request that everyone 
observe Gov. Hogan’s stay-at-home 
order for your health, and to minimize 
the potential transmission of the coro-
navirus during this crisis. If you have 
any doubt about the necessity of going 
out in public please act with an abun-
dance of caution and stay home. 

We are encouraged by your actions 
in our community to take public dis-
tancing and minimizing exposure to 
others seriously during this emergency.  
Your resolve will continue to be tested, 
but please know that your patience and 
determination matters and is greatly 
appreciated. Take Care. 

Mayor Wm. Gee Williams, III 
Town of Berlin, Maryland

Williams issues weekly statement

To offer a brighter outlook during 
the pandemic, the recreation depart-
ment recently decorated the front doors 
at the Ocean Pines Community Center. 

“Need something to do in the up-
coming weeks?” she said. “Try decorat-
ing your door and posting your 
pictures” 

Jarman started a thread on the 
recreation department’s Facebook page 

this week and encourages residents to 
follow suit and share their creative flair 
in the comments section.  

Jarman said another parent-child 
venture likely to keep tiny fingers occu-
pied is homemade Play-Doh, with a 
basic modeling compound recipe cur-
rently posted on Facebook. 

While the immediate future requires 
society to maintain a holding pattern, 
normalcy will return in time. 

“We are doing our part here at rec & 
parks to help flatten the curve and keep 
the families in Ocean Pines enthusiastic 
for the weeks to come,” she said. “I can-
not wait to see all of the smiling faces 
back on our playgrounds, on our bas-
ketball courts, and in our facility for 
camp soon.” 

For more information search Ocean 
Pines Recreation and Parks on Face-
book or call 410-641-7052.

Things to do when stuck at home
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(April 2, 2020) As Worcester County 
officials look ahead to improving water 
and wastewater treatment operations in 
Ocean Pines, among the projects on the 
schedule are constructing a new opera-
tions building, making a pair of pump 
station upgrades and improving the fa-
cility’s aeration system. 

Worcester County Public Works Di-
rector John Tustin said $3 million in 
funding was included in the 2019 Con-
solidated Public improvement Bond for 
numerous projects within the Ocean 

Pines service area. 
“All projects are in-

cluded in a 2019 bond 
issue that’s already 
been approved,” he 
said. “We do take the 
projects to the com-
missioners individu-
ally for bidding.” 

For a total cost estimated under $1 
million, the Ocean Pines Water and 
Wastewater New Improvements Proj-
ect includes replacing the operations 
building.  

“They’re currently working out of a 

building from 1970,” he said. 
Last month, the county commis-

sioners vetted site plans to erect a 62-
by-54-foot building at the treatment 
plant location. The work schedule also 
includes razing a 20-by-50-foot struc-
ture currently in use. 

The operations upgrade is in the 
works and, when finished, would pro-
vide a more comfortable workspace, 
Tustin said. 

To continue responding to concerns 
about leaky water holding tanks within 
the Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area, 
the most problematic are scheduled to 

be swapped out. 
“We budget to replace about 50 a 

year,” he said. “It’s our typical tank re-
placement program, which is ongoing.” 

Other work scheduled includes re-
placing apparatus in two pump sta-
tions.  

“They’re currently under design and 
we hope to get them on the street 
sometime this summer,” he said. 

Lastly, Tustin said some minor re-
pairs to theplant’s aeration system are 
also in the works later this year.  

 “Those are the projects that are in 
the flow right now,” he said. 

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

John Tustin

OP WWTP projects slated for later this year



(April 2, 2020) Maryland public 
schools, including those in Worcester 
County, will remained closed for an-
other four weeks, State Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Karen Salmon an-
nounced last Wednesday.  

During a COVID-19 update meeting 
held by Gov. Larry Hogan, Salmon de-
clared schools will remain closed until 
Friday, April 24, and daycare options 
would remain open for families with 
essential worker employees who re-
quire the service.  

“We do not make this decision 
lightly, however, with the challenges 
our state and our country, we have a re-
sponsibility to ensure the health and 
safety of our school communities, and 
the communities at large,” Salmon 
said. “I’m working in concert with all 
local school system superintendents, 
including multiple calls per week, in 
order to provide the continuity of 
learning to all of our students in every 
jurisdiction across the state of Mary-
land during this time.” 

Salmon also said the department is 
working on providing education serv-
ices during the extended closures. 

“We are already working very 
closely with every school system to ad-
dress issues affecting their ability to 
provide educational services to all of 
their students,” Salmon said. “It also 
should be noted that we will be diligent 
in providing educational services to our 
students with disabilities.  

“Local superintendents have pro-
vided me with their plan for the conti-
nuity of learning during this additional 
closure period,” she continued. “My 
staff at the Maryland Department of 
Education has been reviewing the 
plans and determining what supports 
and resources the state can provide 
where needed.” 

More information will be made 
available in the coming days regarding 
a statewide plan, she added. Salmon 
said her department will reassess the 
situation following the end of the next 
four weeks of school closures.  

In addition, childcare and daycare 
facilities will remain open primarily for 
children of essential workers such as 
pharmacists, food and agricultural 
workers, healthcare employees, com-
munications, bank employees and en-
ergy sector workers.  

Hogan approved of the decision, 
and acknowledged that the decision 
was not easily made. 

“I just want to take a moment to 
speak directly to Maryland’s parents, 
teachers and students,” he said. “I 

know how incredibly 
difficult and confusing 
this last couple of 
weeks have been for 
you. Teachers want to 
know when they’ll be 
able to get back to their 
lessons and when 
they’ll see their stu-

dents again … and the students want to 
know when they’ll get back to their nor-
mal lives and when they can see their 
friends and classmates again. 

“There’s a lot of confusion and fear 
and anxiety and uncertainty right 
now,” he continued. “It’s challenging, 
[but] I just want all of you to know that 
there’s nothing more important to us 
than your health and well-being and 
education. I want you to know a 
tremendous group of people – your su-
perintendents, people in your local 
school system and the State Board of 
Education – a whole lot of people 
working across the state … I want to 
thank them for all their efforts [be-
cause] we’re all in this together and we 
will get through this together.”  

Worcester County Public Schools 
Superintendent Lou Taylor sent a mes-
sage last Wednesday to parents, teach-
ers and students regarding the 
announcement. 

“We know that this news is disap-
pointing to our students, staff and fac-
ulty who have been anxious to get back 
to the normalcy of everyday life, but we 
wholeheartedly agree that keeping our 
students, staff, and the families of 
Worcester County safe and healthy 
must be the priority at this time,” Tay-
lor said. “I want to reassure you that 
our school system leaders have been 
hard at work to prepare in the case of a 
continued closure.” 

Worcester County educators have 
been working to create an online cur-
riculum using the learning manage-
ment system, Schoology.  

Dual enrollment and advanced 
placement students began classes 
on Monday, March 30, high school stu-
dents began on Wednesday, April 1, 
and both elementary and middle school 
students will begin on Monday, April 6. 

In addition, during an emergency 

Board of Education meeting held on 
Tuesday, Coordinator of Public Rela-
tions and Special Program Carrie 
Sterrs provided an update to the 2019-
2020 school year calendar as a result of 
the changes made by Hogan and 
Salmon last month. 

“We’ve notated in purple the days of 
mandated closure from March 16-27 
for which the superintendent intends 
to seek a waiver of the 180-day require-
ment from the state,” Sterrs said. “Ad-
ditionally, during the last 
announcement Dr. Salmon made, she 
indicated that continuity of learning 
days began March 30 and will last 
through April 24. 

“Continuity of learning days count 
toward meeting that 180-day require-
ment in order to maximize learning 
and get back into a more structured 
learning environment,” she continued.  

The superintendent recommended 
April 3, 6, 7, 8 and 9 will now become 
continuity of learning days for stu-
dents, with April 9 now serving as the 
end of the third marking period. The 
contractual professional day has been 
moved to Tuesday, April 14, which 
means students will not report on that 
day and teachers will use this day to fi-
nalize quarter three grades. 

The calendar would not change the 
observance of state holidays and other 
national holidays like Good Friday and 
Easter Monday.  

“As the state primary date has 
changed, so has our countywide profes-
sional development day,” Sterrs said. 
“We will now hold this day on Tuesday, 
June 2. Lastly, if granted, the waiver of 
the full 10 days, our tentative last day of 
school will be held on June 11. Should 
the state deny any number of the days 
requested in the waiver, we will extend 
the school year utilizing the dates in June 
highlighted in orange on the calendar.” 

On the calendar, the orange dates 
indicate schools would continue from 
June 12 to June 25, provided the state 
does not accept the requested number 
of days in the waiver.  

The Board of Education approved 
the changes, with the exception of 
Barry Q. Brittingham Sr., who was ab-
sent.  
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State plan being developed 
for continuation of learning 
opportunities for students

Lou Taylor

Maryland schools closed four more weeks

By Morgan Pilz 
Staff Writer
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Hawkins, a local headboat captain, 
with giving him the idea for the shields. 
Within a few days of talking to each 
other, the first prototype was created.  

“He has kicked me in the rear-end 
and told me, ‘You can do this,’” Tunis 
said. “And he has been cheerleading 
the entire week. It’s really been about 
that human-to-human interaction at a 
safe distance that has made this possi-
ble. And I think it’s epitomized by 
Monty Hawkins on (his boat) the 
Morning Star. He’s one of the heroes.” 

While the company mostly manu-
factures armor and is considered an es-
sential business since it is a defense 
contractor, it has set aside a segment of 
its facility to create face masks.  

Hardwire has fielded over a hun-
dred initial prototypes within a week of 
production, 50 of which were sent to 
Atlantic General Hospital.  

“When George reached out to us, he 
presented the perfect opportunity to 
allow our front-line providers to col-
laborate on a product to fill the void for 
critically needed protective equipment 
for our industry,” Michael Franklin, 
president and CEO of Atlantic General 
Hospital, said in a press release. 
“Hardwire has allowed our caregivers 
to provide input to the development of 
a product that will allow caregivers 
everywhere to feel valued, safe and re-
assured that they have the necessary 
protection to provide care to their pa-
tients and community.” 

The medical staff loves them, Tunis 
said. 

“The nurses are raving about them 
… the doctors are raving about them 
[as well], but most importantly, the 
nurses, because they’re on the front-
line,” Tunis said. “They’re pulling 15-
hour shifts day after day after day. 

“The beauty of this week is working 
with the doctors and nurses and sim-
plifying the design, making it as ele-
gantly simple as possible, with really 
comfortable materials.” He continued. 
“There’s really only three materials in 
the mask. Those materials need to be 
able to be sterilized with isopropyl al-
cohol. It’s something you can use for 
weeks.” 

Tunis has been sending the updated 
face shields to Atlantic General Hospi-
tal and PRMC, among other facilities.  

Even though the shields were made 
primarily for medical staff, Tunis said 
people can order the face shields if they 
feel it is necessary for their everyday 
lives or to complete their work if they 
are essential employees.  

The company is scaling to a produc-
tion capacity of approximately 6,000 
units per day as quickly as next week, 
according to Tunis. Production goals 
are set at closer to 60,000 units per day 
as national demand may dictate that 
need. 

“We have made 12,000 shields so 
far [as of Tuesday] and as of Tuesday 
we had a rate of 6,000 per day,” Tunis 
said. “Our target by the end of the 
week, we expect to be at approximately 
10,000 per day. Our goal is 60,000 per 
day.” 

The company is selling the face 
shields for $10 a box, which comes 
with quantity options like single, three, 
20, 50 and 100. Every order will have 
two-day shipping.  

Fore orders for more than 200 
shields or additional expedited orders, 
contact Hardwire at 410-957-3669.  

The company has also taken part in 
hiring formerly laid-off or unemployed 
workers.  

“We started 15 new workers [Tues-
day],” Tunis said. “We’ve taken in laid-
off restaurant workers, orthodontist 
workers, college students – including a 
star athlete at Virginia Tech – a young 
man from Coastal Surf Supplies, the 
list goes on. These are all dedicated, 
great Americans that want to make a 
difference.” 

For more information about Hard-
wire, call Hardwire at 410-957-3669 or 
email Emily.Tunis@hardwirellc.com. 

While Hardwire is hard at work 
manufacturing face shields, a West 
Ocean City businesswoman has de-
cided to create her own face masks to 
provide to medical staff and residents.  

Marge Calvello, who owns Blushing 
Beauty Boutique, realized she had all 
the materials needed to create face 
masks, as she was already creating 
medical alert seat covers. 

“I’m a seamstress. I saw a need for 
the masks; they were talked about on 
the news,” Calvello said. “I’m like, ‘You 
know, I can make masks for people not 
to touch their nose and their chin area 
or face area.’” 

Calvello went online and followed a 
YouTube instructional video to teach 
herself how to make the masks. She 
began making them on Tuesday, 
March 24 and has made more than 
400 masks as of earlier this week. 
Within three days of creating the 
masks she had already made around 
150.  

Those masks have been sent to hos-
pitals all over the country, with masks 
sent as far north as New Jersey and as 
far south as Florida.  

Calvello charges $5 per mask, 
mostly to offset the cost of the supplies 
needed to create the masks.  

“I just thought this would be a great 
thing to do for the community,” she 
said. “I just am thankful that I can sit 
here and do it for people. I have given 
some away for people that cannot af-
ford it right now.” 

Some of her masks have also been 
fitted to hold a pocket, which would be 
used for medical staff to place their 
professional N-95 masks inside to pre-
vent them from wearing down as 
quickly. Calvello plans to make as 
many masks as she can until she runs 
out of materials.  

“I think everybody needs to be safe,” 
Calvello said. “It’s just so important for 
everybody to pitch in, help and support 
your community.” 

The masks can be ordered by mes-
saging Calvello at her Facebook page or 
messaging on her Blushing Beauty 
Boutique Facebook page.  

The entire nation is facing a short-
age of these masks. Closer to home, 
medical facilities like the Macky & Pam 
Stansell House Coastal Hospice or 
Coastal Hospice by the Lake still have 
a supply of masks for now, but are def-
initely aware of the need for more. 

“As good stewards of our resources, 
we are collecting homemade masks to 
provide for staff who would feel better 
wearing a mask every day,” President 
Alane Capen said. “These masks are 
about 82 percent effective and can be 
washed. Using the homemade masks 
for daily wear where we do not suspect 
a respiratory illness will help our staff 
feel more secure in providing the inti-
mate care that we do.” 

Coastal Hospice is accepting profes-
sionally made and handmade masks. If 
you have masks that you would like to 
donate, call 410-742-8732.  

If you or someone you know has any 
N95 masks, hospitals are urging you to 
donate or sell them. The CDC doesn’t 
recommend the use of N95 masks for 
anyone other than healthcare profes-
sionals working directly with patients.

PHOTO COURTESY MARGE CALVELLO 

As of earlier this week, Blushing Beauty Boutique owner Marge Calvello has created over 400 face 
masks and is shipping them to the public and to essential workers.

Boutique turns to producing face masks
Continued from Page 1
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11002 MANKLIN MEADOWS LN #1 • OCEAN PINES

$279,000

BILL CANNON’S GARAGE, INC.
FOR ALL OF YOUR AUTO CARE NEEDS
•  Transmission Repair  •  Emission and Inspections

•  Onboard Computer Diagnostics
•  Engine Repair and Rebuild  •  Brake Service

•  and Much More!
36389 DuPont Blvd - Rt 113 Selbyville -

3 miles North of MD-DE line

302-436-4200
Established

in 1984
“CERTIFIED NAPA SERVICE CENTER”

With a Nationwide Warranty Program
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www.AtlanticPTRehab.com

ATLANTIC PHYSICAL THERAPY
The Most Innovative & Complete PT Clinic on Delmarva 

We keep the “CARE” in Healthcare

410-208-3630 • 1-888-208-3828

All of our clinics are open for essential Physical Therapy. 
We are capable of doing therapy via telehealth services 
for patients who are able to do their therapy at home.  

Please call for more details  
and check our website for updates.

STAY SAFE! STAY STRONG! STAY HOME! 

FREE Transportation. Always Accepting New Patients.

Most Liked PT Clinic in  
the Mid-Atlantic Region 
Numbers Don’t Lie! 
 – Check Us Out

Locally & Family Owned • Serving the Community Since 1998

#1 Physical Therapy 
Clinic Voted  
Best in OC

Ocean Pines  
Business of the Year 
Robert Hammond

Coastal Style Best  
of 2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018  
Bob Hammond  
- Business Man of the Year

#1 PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE ON DELMARVA! - 9 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU !
Ocean Pines MD Physical Therapy 

11070 Cathell Road, Unit 4 
Berlin, MD 21811 

410-208-3630 
 

Berlin MD Physical Therapy 
10231 Old Ocean City Blvd 

Berlin, MD 21811 
443-513-4079 

 
Millsboro DE Physical Therapy 

28632 Dupont Blvd. 
Millsboro, DE 19966 

302-934-0304

Ocean Pines MD Occupational Therapy 
11070 Cathell Rd, Unit 9B 

Berlin, MD 21811 
410-208-3630 

 
Salisbury MD Physical Therapy 

1406 S. Salisbury Blvd 
Salisbury, MD 21801 

443-736-4091 
 

Ocean View DE Physical Therapy 
111 Atlantic Avenue, Ste 1 

Ocean View, DE 19970 
302-829-8508

West Ocean City MD Physical Therapy 
9923 Stephen Decatur Hwy 

Ocean City, MD 21842 
410-390-3490 

 
West Fenwick DE Physical Therapy 
37031 Old Mill Bridge Rd., Unit #2, 

West Fenwick, DE 19975 
302-564-7476 

 
Laurel DE Physical Therapy 

30214 Sussex Highway, Unit 4B 
Laurel, DE 

302-875-8640

We remain open at this time prioritizing our patients’ needs as well as their health and safety.   
We want to assure you that we are committed to using all preventative measures to protect  

our patients and staff alike. We are ensuring that there are always less than 10 people  
in the clinic, keeping patients 6 feet away from each other. We are using proper protective  

equipment and vigorously cleaning equipment and surfaces continuously. 
  

Let us all remain strong during this difficult time.

 “Often Imitated, Never Equaled”



(April 2, 2020) Members of the com-
munity have been coming together to 
help provide meals for students after 
Gov. Larry Hogan closed Maryland 
public schools for two weeks – from 
March 16-27 – to help stop the spread 
of coronavirus, and the support has 
been overwhelming.  

School closures have since been ex-
tended to April 24 by State Superintend-
ent Dr. Karen Salmon. 

Many students who receive county-
funded meals at school could be in a 
food-insecure situation at home, which 
is why the community is working to pro-
vide food for those students.  

Baked Dessert Café Owner Robin 
Tomaselli has been providing lunch 
bags filled with peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches, granola bars, fruits and 
other small snacks, as well as a breakfast 
option.  

“The program has been fantastic, but 
the need is increasing by the day. What 
we’re asking everybody now, is if you 
have some extra income or feel like you 
can do a little less for yourself, to do-
nate,” she said. “The demand for non-
perishable goods is very real.” 

Baked Dessert Café in Berlin is work-
ing with several community partners: 
SonRise Church, the Greater Ocean City 
Chamber of Commerce, Pittsville Vol-

unteer Fire Department, The Iron Horse 
of Willards, Boxcar 40 of Pittsville, 
Willards Lions Club and Uncle Willies 
of Willards, to collect and distribute 
nonperishable items to students in 
need. 

“The response from the community 
has been incredible,” Tomaselli said. “I 
think everybody has stepped to the 
plate. We have fantastic community 
partners. The educators in this county 
and the Worcester County Public 
Schools Board of Education are working 
tirelessly to figure out how to meet the 
demand of the kids who need to be pro-
vided for.” 

According to Hope Palmer, 
Tomaselli’s partner in organizing the 
meals, over 300 meals were provided 
last week. The week before, 350 meals 
were given out.  

Donations will be collected at Son-
Rise Church, 10026 Main Street, Berlin, 
Monday through Thursday from 10 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m.  

Lunch will be distributed Tuesday 
through Friday from 1-2 p.m. at Henry 
Park, 111 Flower Street and the Pittsville 
Volunteer Fire Department, 7442 Gum-
boro Rd. 

For more information, or for an up-
dated list of drop-off and distribution lo-
cations, visit the “Baked Dessert Cafe” 
Facebook page or call Tomaselli at 301-
785-6161. 

Buckingham Presbyterian Church is 
also getting involved with its blessing 
box, set up outside of the property on 20 
South Main Street in Berlin, where res-
idents can take what they need or drop 
off donations. 

“It’s been a huge success,” Lindsay 
Ashton, youth group coordinator and 
events and activities director for the 
church, said.  

The blessing box officially opened in 
February, but was inspired by the 
church’s youth group last year. 

Donations can include anything from 
canned fruits and vegetables, boxes of 
pasta, beans and chili, cereals, soups, 
snacks and baby formula, as well as 
other basic necessities like toilet paper, 
hand sanitizer, underwear, gloves, and 
shopping bags.  

Members of the community can also 
make monetary donations through the 
Buckingham Presbyterian Church Face-
book page to help collect more supplies.  

For more information about the 
blessing box, visit the Buckingham Pres-
byterian Church Facebook page, or con-
tact Ashton at 410-629-1029. 

Meals are also being provided in 
West Ocean City, Ocean City and Fen-
wick, Delaware.  

William “Biff” Neely, who owns 
Billy’s Sub and Pizza on 140th Street in 
Ocean City and on Route 54 in Fenwick, 
has been offering free hot subs, grilled 
cheese, hot dogs, dinosaur chicken 
nuggets or slices of pizza for students 
who are on the school meal program.  

“I was cleaning up the Route 54 loca-
tion [on March 22] and my wife texted 
me to bring a sub home for my daughter 
to take to daycare,” Neely said. “And as 
I was making it, I was thinking, ‘We 
have to give food for my daughter for 
when she’s in daycare,’ and then I was 
thinking, ‘Well, what about all these 
other kids that are not going to school 
when they get their breakfast, lunch, so 
on?’ So, I was just thinking they’ve got 

to eat, too.” 
Neely is not sure how many meals he 

has given out since he made the an-
nouncement on Facebook, but he ex-
pects the number to rise. 

For more information, call Billy’s Sub 
and Pizza in Ocean City at 410-250-
1778.  
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Donation drop-off locations for 
nonperishable items: 
• SonRise Church, 10026 Main 
Street, Berlin. Contact Pastor 
Tim Robinson at 412-571-1373 
Lunch distribution locations 
Tuesdays to Fridays from 1-2 
p.m.: 
• Henry Park, 111 Flower Street. 
Contact Robin Tomaselli at 301-
785-6161 
• Pittsville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, 7442 Gumboro Rd. Con-
tact Paul Suplee at 
443-880-1986 
• Ocean City Chamber of Com-
merce, 12320 Ocean Gateway, 
West Ocean City. Contact Lisa 
Layfield at 443-880-2433  
Lunch distribution locations, 
Worcester County Public 
Schools, Monday through Friday, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.: 
Snow Hill: 
• Ebenezer United Methodist 
Church (107 S. Collins St.) 
• Snow Hill Elementary School 
(515 Coulbourne Lane) 
Pocomoke:  
• Windy Gardens (800 Lynn 
Haven Dr.) 
• Pocomoke Middle School (800 
8th Street) 
Berlin/Ocean City: 
• Buckingham Elementary 
School (100 Buckingham Rd, 
Berlin) 
• Bay Terrace Apartments (517 
Bay Street, Berlin) 
• St. Paul’s by the Sea Episco-
pal Church (302 Baltimore Ave., 
Ocean City)

Providing meals for Wor. students

See LOCALS Page 10

By Morgan Pilz 
Staff Writer
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Carrabba’s Italian Grill in West 
Ocean City has also been providing 
meals for children, inspired by Baked 
Dessert Café and Worcester County 
Public Schools, who posted their inten-
tions to offer meals on Facebook. 

“I saw the chamber put up an e-mail 
saying, ‘is there anything we can do,’” 
Restaurant Proprietor Greg Czarnecki 
said. “So I just called Lisa Layfield and 
said, ‘I’d love to help whatever I can do.’” 

Since inception, Carrabba’s has of-
fered over 450 hot meals for students, 
including macaroni and cheese, per-
sonal pizzas and pasta dishes. Last 
week, over 120 meals were provided for 
students. 

Czarnecki said he is grateful to be a 
part of a tight-knit community.  

“I’ve been here about a year and a 
half,” he said. “And being a chain restau-
rant in a local community, this commu-
nity has really taken me in as a local and 
I’m really grateful for it. So, I wanted to 
give back too.” 

Though schools are closed, the Board 
of Education is also working with the 
community to ensure students receive 
meals. 

According to Carrie Sterrs, Worcester 
County Public Schools coordinator of 
public relations and special programs, 
around 9,030 meals, which ranged from 
hamburgers, hot dogs and sandwiches, 
as well as snacks and juice, were pro-
vided to 3,010 students, from March 23-
27, at seven locations.  

Over three days the week prior, – 
March 17, 18 and 20 – around 1,262 
meals were provided to 3,786 students 
at five locations.  

Meals are being provided at seven lo-
cations throughout the county, Monday 
through Friday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
with two locations in Snow Hill, two in 
Pocomoke and three between Berlin 
and Ocean City.  

Staff will come and bring bagged 
lunches straight to parents’ cars. For 
more information about the lunch pro-
gram, contact Odtis Collins at 410-632-
5015.

Locals working to 
feed Wor. students 
with school closed
Continued from Page 8

Homes for America discusses plans

(April 2, 2020) Representatives from 
Homes Across America returned to the 
Berlin Planning Commission on 
Wednesday, March 11, to discuss new 
developments to their site plans for 
buildings on Flower Street. 

Homes for America, a nonprofit or-
ganization, has owned the property 
since 2002, according to Development 
Director Diana Talios. 

In February, the representatives of 
the development company asked the 
commission for variances for its rental 
communities on 113 and 115 Flower 
Street, adjacent to Henry Park. The 
buildings — one with 31 units and other 
with 11 — were built in 1982. 

The organization plans to demolish 
115 Flower Street, rebuild it and create 
an additional apartment unit, giving it 
12 units instead as well as give it a third 
floor.  

In February, the representatives 
asked the commission for variances. 

The first variance asked for parking 
for 57 spaces for 40 apartment units, 
going against the standard 80 (two 
spaces per unit). Company representa-
tives Talios and Casey Rauch told the 
board that the existing parking has 
been underused for several years. 

A second variance request was for an 
additional unit to be added to the new 
building, which is currently 4,435 
square feet, bringing its total to 4,474 
square feet. 

According to Engineer Michael Ste-
infeld, there will be a three-story build-
ing in place of the current 115 Flower 
building. Both buildings will have the 
same exterior brick and cement sidings. 

Both will face the enclosed courtyard 
and parking lot.  

Each building will have four units 
per floor. The first floors will comply 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
standards. There is a mixture of one, 
two and three-bedroom apartments, 
according to Rauch. The one-bedroom 
ranges from approximately 570-735 
square feet, the two-bedroom ranges 
from roughly 775-985 square feet and 
the three- bedroom apartments range 
from about 900-1,050 square feet. 

The rent is expected to remain the 
same, ranging from under $700 to over 
$1,000.  

“In order to make this project work, 
we’ve got to do a lot-consolidation plan 
to eliminate property lines and combine 
the two properties into a single lot,” 
Rauch said.  

Rauch also shared the updated site 
plan results with the commission. The 
plans will not change anything regard-
ing stormwater, and landscaping will 
include more trees and shrubs as well 

as installing lights and connecting water 
and sewer.  

Council member Pete Cosby asked 
about storage opportunities for resi-
dents of the buildings. Rauch re-
sponded that there will be 
“independent storage” available as well 
as a bike rack installed. The storage unit 
will have interior closets. 

The organization plans to upgrade 
113 Flower Street with a new roof, new 
kitchens, HVAC systems and other ne-
cessities. Homes for America estimates 
the investment so far has been $12 mil-
lion.  

Construction is expected to take 
place in the summer if everything runs 
on schedule, and residents will be given 
the option to return there once its com-
pleted. Construction will be done in 
stages to avoid forcing residents out of 
their homes for long periods of time.  

The commission approved of the site 
plan. The next meeting has been can-
celed as a result of precautions against 
the coronavirus. 

Make payments by phone, drop box  
(April 2, 2020) In light of COVID-

19 (coronavirus) concerns, the Ocean 
Pines Association has closed the Ad-
ministration Building front desk to 
the public and will temporarily accept 
payments by phone and drop box 
only. 

The closure is effective immedi-
ately and will remain in place indefi-
nitely.  

During this time, assessments may 
be paid by calling 410-641-7717, or by 
using the drop box inside the Admin-
istration Building foyer, which is 

open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week.  

The Ocean Pines Administration 
Building is on 239 Ocean Parkway, in 
Ocean Pines. 

For questions, email 
member@oceanpines.org. 

By Morgan Pilz 
Staff Writer

RENDERINGS COURTESY DAVE ENGELHART/TOWN OF BERLIN 

Renderings showcase a redevelopment project on Flower Street in Berlin. Homes for America owns 
several properties on Flower and Bay streets. Officials from the Annapolis-based nonprofit dis-
cussed plans for the projects at the monthly meeting on Wednesday, March 11. 

The Framing Corner

GREAT 
GIFTS!

NEW LOCATION!

12417 Ocean Gateway, Suite 20, Herring Creek Professional Ctr. 
West Ocean City

Quality Custom Picture Framing 
Fair Prices ALWAYS! 

Shop and Compare!•Personal Attention to Detail 
Wood Mouldings • Conservation Framing • Archival Mats • UV Glass 

                    Art Prints • Photographs  
             Original Paintings by Local Artists 

Open Tues – Sat 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM • 410‐213‐8266

ORDER NOW FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS
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Hammond advises patients  

(April 2, 2020) With travel 
bans in place across Maryland 
and Delaware because of 
COVID-19, Atlantic Physical 

Therapy is 
advising any-
one currently 
rehabilitating 
muscular in-
juries to fol-
low health 
safety guide-
lines and 
reschedule all 

non-essential visits. 
Vice President Bobby Ham-

mond III said while many pa-
tients rightfully consider their 
injuries serious, the risk versus 
reward ratio should be weighed 
before visiting any of Atlantic 
Physical Therapy’s numerous 
locations on the Eastern Shore 
and lower Delaware.  

“We’re trying to utilize 
every avenue we can to con-
tinue to provide services to 
people,” he said. 

As the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic contin-
ues to unfold locally, nation-
ally and globally, Hammond 
said while the physical therapy 

clinic remains open, albeit 
with certain restraints, to 
avoid placing staff or patients 
at undue risk, the hands clinic 
is currently shut down. 

“We’re open for essential 
care pertinent to injury and re-
covery,” he said. 

Hammond said all other 
patients should reschedule or 
delay appointments. 

“We want to let people 
know to stay home and due 
your part to tackle this as a 
community,” he said. 

For those whose immediate 
rehabilitative needs are un-
avoidable, Hammond said 
preventive measures to protect 
patients and staff, including 
keeping head counts inside the 
clinic to single digits and main-
taining social distancing of six-
feet, would be strictly 

maintained. 
Proactive steps include 

using proper protective gear 
and continuously cleaning 
equipment and surfaces. 

Hammond advises anyone 
with problems or concerns 
stemming from musculoskele-
tal issues to contact Atlantic 
Physical Therapy at 410-208-
3630 or 1-888-208-3828. 

“If someone is having sub-
stantial pain and they want a 
consultation, please call us,” he 
said. 

In business since 1988 and 
operating nine offices in Ocean 
Pines, Berlin, West Ocean City, 
Salisbury, along with locations 
in Delaware, Hammond plans 
to  be fully staffed to handle the 
likely onslaught of patients 
needing muscular treatment 
whenever travel restrictions 
become a memory. 

“Looking forward, we will 
be ready and fully staffed to 
take the influx and provide 
high quality care,” he said. 

Hammond said anyone 
seeking a consultation is ad-
vised to call and utilize the 
Telehealth option, which is 
generally covered by insur-
ance. 

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

Republic Services seeks 
to protect trash collectors

(April 2, 2020) To help 
protect trash collectors dur-
ing the COVID-19 (Coron-
avirus) pandemic, Republic 
Services is asking Ocean 
Pines residents to take extra 
care to not place any mate-
rials outside of Republic 
collection containers. 

According to Dominic 
Fulginiti, a municipal sales 
manager for Republic Serv-
ices, anticipated impacts of 
COVID-19 on trash services 
include increased contami-
nation of recycled materials 
as excess waste finds its way 
into recycling containers.  

Additionally, Fulginiti 
said yard waste and bulk 
collection routes are pulling 
key resources away from 
residential routes that need 
extra support.   

“Republic Services 
garbage and recycling crews 
are working diligently to 
continue to serve Ocean 
Pines residents with curb-
side collection services 
while experiencing an in-
crease in volume of house-

hold setouts,” Fulginiti. “To 
protect garbage and recy-
cling staff during this time, 
we ask that you do the fol-
lowing:”  

Fill Municipal Solid 
Waste containers with 
waste materials (trash) 
only. 

Fill recycling containers 
with recyclable materials 
only. 

Avoid placing loose bags 
of waste or recyclables of 
any kind on the ground. 

Suspend Yard Waste Col-
lection (during the COVID-
19 Pandemic only). 

Suspend Bulk Waste Col-
lection (during the COVID-
19 Pandemic only). 

“We greatly appreciate 
you considering these extra 
measures to ensure the 
safety of our solid waste 
and recycling collectors and 
the community,” Fulginiti 
said. 

For questions or further 
information, contact Re-
public Services at 800-762-
8888.

‘We’re open for  
essential care  

pertinent to injury  
and recovery.’ 

Vice President  
Bobby Hammond III

Bobby Hammond
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Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to  
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

(April 2, 2020) The Mary-
land Coastal Bays Program 
wants to promote small-scale 
farming practices and local 
agriculture producers through 
its new “Living Local: Small-
Scale, Large Impact” project. 

The campaign includes a se-
ries of farm spotlight articles, 
with the first published tomor-
row, along with community 
visits to small-scale operations 
at a still-to-be-determined date 
this summer.  

Chandler Joiner, Coastal 
Bays environmental educator, 
who is spearheading the cam-
paign with guidance from Liz 
Wist, Coastal Bays education 
coordinator, said the undertak-
ing grew from a desire to high-
light the benefits of sustainable 
agricultural practices on area 
watersheds. 

“The Maryland Coastal 
Bays Program exists to protect 
and conserve the water and 
surrounding watershed of 
Maryland’s five coastal bays 
[and] agriculture is one of the 
dominant land uses,” she said. 

Joiner said the goal is to 
raise awareness of low impact 
farming practices that mini-
mize waterway pollution, and 
to encourage the consumption 
of local produce. 

Spotlighting small and 
medium-scale farms in the 
area also helps the Coastal 
Bays Program pursue its larger 
mission. 

“The protection and conser-
vation of the watershed should 
involve the recognition of 
healthy and sustainable farm-
ing practices,” she said. 

Joiner said the “Living 
Local” project is intended to 
link farmers and consumers. 

“One major intention of the 
project is to educate the com-
munity about the hard-work-
ing farmers in our area that are 
producing good food for our 
tables,” she said. 

Joiner said the “farmer-fo-
cused” initiative would provide 
several opportunities for com-
munity members to tour small-
scale agricultural locations. 

“One of them, Splendid 
Earth Acre, is only a sixth of an 
acre in downtown Berlin,” she 
said. “Assateague Farms is only 
a couple acres on Assateague 
Road. They’re all local.” 

Tentatively slated for June, 
the farm visiting schedule will 
be re-evaluated as the date ap-
proaches. 

Joiner said the roughly 
handful of hour-long farm 
tours planed for this summer 
would also include an interac-
tive component, such as help-

ing harvest crops.  
“People can also learn about 

things they can do in their own 
backyard, or if they’re looking to 
get into farming themselves, I 
can also provide information,” 
she said. “We’ll show them 
farmers they might not even 
know are right down the street.” 

Whenever anti-pandemic 
measures are lifted, the Coastal 
Bays Program website and 
Facebook page will be publish-
ing a series of farm spotlights 
written by Joiner. 

“We’re looking to release 
the first article this Friday,” she 
said. 

The feature pieces will in-
clude interviews with local 
farmers talking about sustain-
able growing techniques and 
the environmental challenges 
they face. 

“One talks about broadfork, 
a tool that loosens the soil with-
out flipping it upside down, like 
a no-till mechanism,” she said. 
“It’s vital to help maintain soil 
structure.” 

To learn more, visit md-
coastalbays.org. Click on the 
“Living Local” link. 

More information about 
farm visits will be announced 
on the Maryland Coastal Bays 
Program website, Facebook 
page and subscriber newsletter 
once firm dates are available. 

Coastal Bays promotes small farms

Opinion

EDITOR ............................................ Stewart Dobson 

MANAGING EDITOR................................ Lisa Capitelli   

STAFF WRITERS .................. Greg Ellison, Morgan Pilz,  

...................................... Joshua Kim, Elizabeth Bonin 

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER .......................... Elaine Brady 

ACCOUNT MANAGER.............................. Mary Cooper 

CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS MANAGER .... Nancy MacCubbin 

SENIOR DESIGNER ................................ Susan Parks 

GRAPHIC ARTISTS ................ Kelly Brown, Kyle Phillips 

PUBLISHER ...................................... Christine Brown 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ...................... Gini Tufts

The Bayside Gazette is published weekly by FLAG Publications, Inc. 
at 8200 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, Md. 21842.  

The Bayside Gazette is available by subscription at $75/year or $40/6 mos.  
Visit us on the Web at www.baysideoc.com.

P.O. Box 3500, Ocean City, Md. 21843 
Phone: 410-723-6397 / Fax: 410-723-6511. 

Copyright 2020

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

Our current stay-at-home circumstances, along with the 
other government restrictions on public movement, are as 
close to martial law as most of us ever hope to see. 

All that is missing from the current scene is the military 
patrolling the streets to ensure compliance with the various 
executive orders that have been issued to stem the spread of 
COVID-19. 

That could happen, too, as Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
has said states can call out the National Guard to enforce 
stay-at-home orders. 

In addition, some state governments are forbidding travel 
to their jurisdictions by residents of other states. It is con-
ceivable that the need to stop these migrations from disease 
epicenters to less affected areas could lead governors to de-
ploy their National Guard units to blockade state lines. 

A majority of this country’s citizens have never experi-
enced anything like this. We have been free, more or less, to 
go wherever and whenever we want. Now, we’re not, and we 
have only ourselves to blame. 

Had more of us exercised some common sense and 
heeded the advice of medical professionals early on, and had 
we not rejected the idea that we could not do as we pleased, 
or that only the elderly and infirm had to worry, or even that 
this was some politically inspired hoax, these harsh directives 
from our governments might not have been necessary. 

As it is, our concepts of freedom don’t always carry with 
them the notion of personal responsibility and common 
courtesy. In essence, we are free to cough in public, but both 
courtesy and responsibility dictate that we should not cough 
on someone else. 

For all the people who flaunted the rules and shrugged off 
the warnings, believing as you did that they did not apply to 
you, we have you to thank for forcing state governments to 
do what we would not do voluntarily. 

  The one positive aspect to arise out of our present situa-
tion is this: it’s often been said that we take our freedom for 
granted in this country. Not anymore.

No longer taking our 
freedom for granted
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Ocean Pines Board statement on COVID-19
(April 2, 2020) The Ocean Pines 

Board on March 30 issued the following 
statement regarding COVID-19: 

During this time of uncertainty, one of 
the important aspects of addressing the sit-
uation is communication. For those Ocean 
Pines Association members who aren’t 
here full time and have a second home in 
Ocean Pines, we ask that you consider the 
following before coming here. 

The information below was shared 
and is relevant to our surrounding area. 

We have three local hospitals: At-
lantic General, Peninsula Regional 
Medical Center and Beebe Healthcare. 
According to the information published 

on these facilities, the list below shows 
the capacity of each: 

Atlantic General – 62 beds, 6 Crit-
ical Care Beds 

Peninsula Regional Medical 
Center – 288 beds, 24 Special Care 
Beds 

Beebe Healthcare – 151 Beds, 20 
ICU Beds 

Total resident population on 
the Delmarva Peninsula – approxi-
mately 1.4 million 

Should any type of outbreak occur, it 
would most likely overwhelm the 501 
hospital beds and 50 ICU beds in our 
area and possibly lead to a much greater 

problem. Also, consider that the num-
ber of available health care workers will 
most likely be impacted and affect their 
ability to provide much-needed services. 

Please note that OPA welcomes our 
out-of-town, second-home owners, but 
we ask that you consider the potential 
problems that could be caused by an 
outbreak of COVID-19. 

Note that Gov. Larry Hogan has en-
acted a number of restrictions, including 
a “stay-at-home” mandate, and adherence 
to these conditions is the best chance we 
have of limiting exposure to COVID-19. 

If you do come down, you must self-
quarantine and remain home in compli-

ance with the directives issued by the 
state of Maryland. For our full-time res-
idents, please note that the same restric-
tions apply as well and therefore your 
compliance is also required. 

With communication, compliance 
and cooperation, we can maintain a level 
of safety that will protect the residents of 
Ocean Pines and the surrounding areas. 
As a community, the more we work to-
gether, the sooner we will come through 
this pandemic and resume some sense 
of normalcy for the summer. 

Stay safe. 
Doug Parks, on behalf of the Ocean 

Pines Board of Directors

SonRise Church subdivision plat approved 
(April 2, 2020) The Berlin Planning 

Commission approved a final subdivi-
sion plat request for SonRise Church on 
Wednesday, March 11. 

Pastor Daryl McCready of SonRise 
Church next to Routes 113 and 818 asked 
the Berlin Planning Commission to ap-
prove the lot lines for the church in order 
to create an entrance road for all three lots. 

McCready approached the commis-
sion last month for the same request, but 
the site plans failed to show the main 

road access and contained some prop-
erty line confusion, leading the commis-
sion to postpone its considerations. 

Attorney Bob Palmer, who represented 
SonRise Church, explained those discrep-
ancies during the Wednesday meeting.  

“The original plan submitted back in 
November — we had shown the prelim-
inary master plan of how this property 
might look,” Palmer said. “Moving from 
the preliminary plan back to the final 
plat, we took all that information off of 
the plat because none of that informa-
tion would actually be recorded.”  

The church used a quitclaim deed to 
reclaim 15 feet of abandoned 30-foot-
wide road.  

“That quitclaim deed created a 15-
foot-wide strip of land that ran by the 
property boundary and that deed 
stopped short of combining or reverting 
that strip of land back into the parent 
parcel,” Palmer said.  

The plat will combine both lands into 
one, which will allow the property to 
come into contact with Route 818, 
though not for entry access, he added.  

Board member John Barrett had 

concerns regarding a potential cul de sac 
and safety issues that could arise from 
the property. 

“The only concern I have is [how] to 
get to lot one,” he said. “To get to lot one, 
at the end of this entrance coming in, I 
was looking for safety issues … a cul de 
sac that a firetruck or delivery trucks will 
be able to turn around.” 

Palmer and McCready agreed to look 
into the possibility, noting the original 
use was dedicated for self-storage.  

A commission majority approved the 
plat, while Barrett voted in opposition. 

By Morgan Pilz 
Staff Writer
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As I sit here on Day 18 after closing 
the restaurant, I sip my black coffee, 

eating Genoa 
salami on wheat 
with Duke’s 
m a y o n n a i s e 
and spicy 
brown mustard.   

Ah yes, the 
German side 
comes out of 
me on such 
rainy mornings 
… occasionally, 
that is. 

Next,  I have 
to prepare 

classes for my students; a new chal-
lenge, in that delivering online cook-
ing classes is beyond overwhelming 
and intimidating.  

Luckily, there are resources online 
that I am slowly finding to apply to 
my different sections. There is an 
amazing video about ice sculpting. Is 
it the same as being present and carv-
ing ice? Absolutely not. But we all 
have to get creative during these try-
ing times. 

Having the kids home from college 
adds a new element to the fray, as the 
feeding frenzies that are now taking 
place act as reminders of days of yore.  

It is easy to forget how much 
money we actually spent on food, in-
stead pretending that the thousands 
of dollars in tuition and fees paid to 
the institutions of higher learning 
doesn’t really exist. Oh, but it will one 
day soon enough.  

Last night, the rain cleared and it 
was time to take a break from all of 
this drudgery and make a wholesome 
meal. Honestly, with the new restric-
tions to which we have been adher-
ing, I have had more hot meals with 
my children than I have in 18 
months.  

I’ll take that as a little silver lining. 
Of course, we all need this storm to 
blow over quickly, but I will take what 
I can get, and I hope that others can 
at least see that little nugget of sun-
shine for what it is worth. 

The day has been filled with class-
work, dealing with connectivity is-
sues (the new normal), finishing 
projects around the house, removing 
trailer after trailer of trash and un-
needed items and otherwise moving 
into the house that we purchased al-
most four years ago.  

With a maddening list of events, 
we just never got the job done. So, I 
teach (well as best as I can from a lap-
top), clean, paint and move in. It’s all 
in a day’s work, I guess. 

Before all of this nasty virus stuff 

happened, I already had a freezer full 
of meat, a leftover sentiment inher-
ited from my parents. At this point, I 
am glad that I have it.  

We are pulling meat out, little by 
little so as to preserve it, and making 
a great variety of meals. Of course, 
some include canned soup, and some 
include pre-made marinara (I am not 
a proud man), and so far, so good. No 
one has complained about the food. 

The big thing for these steaks is to 
cook these outside, unless you have a 
commercial-grade exhaust hood.  

These are smoky! But, done right, 
these are succulent and simple steaks 
that are sure to please. These work 
great on flame, charcoal or any high 
heat source. Just be careful! 

And use a simple cut of beef: sir-
loin. It is inexpensive and works per-
fectly. At this point, we all need to 
save our resources. Be safe out there! 

Pan-seared Steaks 
serves 4 
4 ea. 6-ounce Sirloin steaks 
4 Tbsp. Ghee or clarified butter 
2 sprigs fresh rosemary 
Steak seasoning (recipe follows) 

 1. Pull the steaks out of the refrig-
erator 30 minutes before. This allows 

them to slack, or relax. Obviously, we 
can’t do this in restaurants as food is 
ordered a la minute. 

 2. Season the steaks liberally and 
set on a plate to go outside. 

 3. Heat a cast iron pan on a good 
flame outdoors. This technique cre-
ates a lot of smoke, so if you decide to 
do this inside, I accept no responsibil-
ity at all. You have to be responsible. 

 4. Add clarified butter (or Ghee) 
and the rosemary sprigs and cook for 
ten seconds 

5. Carefully add the steaks, making 
sure not to crowd the pan. 

 • You could (should) get a little 
flame here, so with caution, baste the 
tops of the steaks with the butter as it 
sears on the pan on the bottom. If 
they start to sizzle less, remove some 
steaks and complete this in batches. 
The pan must be piping hot for this to 
work 

6. Cook on first side for about 3 
minutes. 

7. Turn the steaks over and remove 
from heat. Allow the steaks to rest for 
about 5 minutes. They should be 
around a perfect medium rare. If you 
like them more done, then cook them 
longer. Science! 

 8.  Allow to rest for at least 10 
minutes before you serve, reserving 

all juices and butter to drizzle on top 
 9. Serve with roasted potatoes, 

rice or anything else that you have 
stashed in your pantry 

 10. Eat and be safe! 

Steak Seasoning 
3 parts Sea salt 
2 parts Granulated garlic 
1 part Cracked black pepper 
1 part Onion powder 
1 part Blackening spice (I prefer Red-

fish Magic©) 
 1. If you read this article on occa-

sion, you might notice that this is very 
similar to the Trimix that I regularly 
use. However, I add onion powder 
and blackening spice to give this 
blend more of an edge. You will not 
be disappointed! 

 2. Combine well with a whisk, en-
suring that you do not breathe in the 
noxious dust that will amass over the 
bowl. 

 3. Store in an airtight container 
until ready to use.

— Paul G. Suplee is an Associate  
Professor of Culinary Arts at  

Wor-Wic Community  College.  
Find his ePortfolio at  

www.heartofakitchen.com.

By Paul Suplee,  
MBA, CEC, PC-3

Cuisine
Enjoy pan-seared steaks while at home 



April 2, 2020 Bayside Gazette Page 15

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-641-4600

WE BUY Like New & Used Cars, Trucks & Trailers

WE PAY CASH!

B E E R  •  W I N E  •  S N A C K S  •  P R O P A N E

(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 
11740 Worcester Hwy. • Showell, MD 21862

410-352-5070 • RACETRACKOC.COM

ALL VEHICLES ARE MD STATE INSPECTED
PREVIOUSLY OWNED VEHICLES FOR SALE

• ‘13 FORD FUSION 
• ‘13 FORD C-MAX 
• ‘13 HONDA CRV 
• ‘13 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 

• ‘13 CHEVY IMPALA 
• ‘06 HONDA PILOT

PLEASE VISIT RACETRACKOC.COM TO VIEW DETAILS 
OF OUR PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

More Vehicles Arriving Soon

“The Place That Does It All”

HARD – 53

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles



 
NOW HIRING - Cook Wanted. 
Send resume to: American 
Legion Post #166, P.O. Box 
63, Ocean City, MD 21843 or 
for information call Post 
Steward @ 717-756-8552. 
 

SEASONAL RENTAL -  
2 BR, 2 BA  

North OC CONDO 
Luxury, Modern, Renovated. 

First Fl. w/hardwood fl., 
deck, pool, parking. Sleeps 

5, $12,500 for May-Sept. No 
pets or smokers. Cred. chk., 

refs., sec. deposit. For  
families or professionals. 

Vic, 410-422-5164. 
 

Year-Round Rental  
Available in West Ocean 

City. 2BR, 1BA.  
Call 1-877-289-1616 for 

more information. 
 

HELP WANTED RENTALS

Classifieds now appear 
in Ocean City Today & 
the Bayside Gazette 
each week and online at 
oceancitytoday.com 
and baysideoc.com.

It’s not too early to  
advertise your  

summer rentals. 

GET IT  
RENTED HERE! 

410-723-6397 
www.oceancitytoday.com 

www.baysideoc.com

HELP WANTED RENTALS

www.oceancitytoday.com 
Convenient, quick, no waiting, no calls ~ Days, nights and weekendsOrder Your Classifieds Online

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Classifieds 410-723-6397

Maintenance Technician  
Competitive Salary: $17 - $20/hr.  

depending on experience.  
• Help build and maintain Delaware and Maryland's fastest 

growing restaurant group 
• Perform interior and exterior finish work, such as drywall, 

painting, paneling, ceiling and floor tile, plumbing repairs, 
heating and air conditioning system repairs 

• Perform routine and emergency repairs on restaurant 
equipment, including diagnostics on electrical and refrig-
eration components 

• On call on a rotating emergency schedule for weekends 
and holidays 

• Basic skill sets must include some Electric, Plumbing, 
Carpentry, Refrigeration  

Benefits: Health Insurance, 401K, Sick Leave  
Fax to 410-520-0199  

For faster processing please apply online at  
www.joindunkin.com.  

You are applying for work with a franchisee of Dunkin’ Donuts, not Dunkin’ 
Brands, Inc. or any of its affiliates. Any application or information you sub-
mit will be provided solely to the franchisee. If hired, the franchisee will be 
your only employer. Franchisees are independent business owners who are 
solely responsible for their own employees and set their own wage and ben-
efit programs that can vary among franchisees.

Work on the Beach in Ocean City, MD
Renting Umbrellas and Chairs  

to Beachgoers   
• Over 65 Beach Attendant Positions  

Available 
• Make Lifelong Friends & Memories 
• Earn Valuable Sales & Customer 

Service Skills 
• Competitive Wages 
• Hourly + Commission + Tips

Apply Online at 
EightyFiveAndSunny.com/

Employment 

MAINTENANCE 
Immediate position available for year-round Restaurant 

Maintenance Personnel. Electrical, plumbing, HVAC & LP-
gas knowledge required. Prior experience with restaurant 

equipment necessary. Great opportunity with benefits. Send 
resume to:  REST. MAINTENANCE, PO Box 160, Ocean 

City, MD 21843, romeara@harrisongp.com, or drop off your 
resume at Harrison Group, 106 N. Baltimore Ave.

Full time & Part time 
Stop by our location on 

52nd street! 
or call 443-664-2825

HIRING ALL  
POSITIONS!!

Hiring ALL 
Positions!!

Full time & Part time 
To apply go to: 

www.mygcjob.com 

 

NOW  
HIRING  

for both locations Ocean City & Ocean Pines 

Inside Help & Delivery Drivers 

Call 443-880-2486 for interview.

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $17.50/hr.  
Apply online at:  

www.delmarvadd.com

Become a Better 
You in 2020! 

 
To Order Product 

Call Christine  
443-880-8397 or  

email: snowhillavon@ 
comcast.net  
To Become an  

Avon Representative 
Sign Up at www. 

ChristinesBeautyShop.com 

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals   We Welcome Pets 

7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700  

www.holidayoc.com

DOWNTOWN  
OCEAN CITY  

Immaculately clean 2BR 
apartments. Each sleeps 5 
people with single beds.  
May 1 to September 7. 
Price is $2,250 per person 
or $11,250 per apartment, 
including utilities, plus de-
posits. No smokers, parties, 
or pets. All male or all fe-
male in each unit. Taking 
applications. 
Call or text 410-422-2100 

Steger Seasonal  
Apartments

RAMBLER MOTEL 
9942 Elm Street, WOC 

(Behind Starbucks) 
Sleeps 4, $250 per week 

Manager onsite 
410-213-1764

Advertising Sales Position 
Ocean City Today/Bayside Gazette

 Account Manager opening. Applicants should have experi-
ence in sales or face-to-face customer service. Salary, com-
mission, health benefits and 401K plan. Send resumes to 
ebrady@oceancitytoday.net, or mail Ocean City Today, 8200 
Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD. 21842. 

Inte views will be conducted via Facetime, Skype or Google 
Hangouts ... for the time being.

WINTER WEEKLY 
RENTALS  

Pool Front Room..$199/wk 
Family Room........$235/wk 
2BR Apartment.....$315/wk 
3BR Suite .............$400/wk  

Burgundy Inn 
1210 Philadelphia Ave. 

410-289-8581

Classifieds  
Deadline 
 is 5pm  
Monday

www.baysideoc.com 

www.oceancitytoday.com
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Master Bedroom/Bath.  
Responsible female. 

$950/month, shared utilities. 
Long term rental preferred. 

Call for details.  
410-963-4366 

 

REAL ESTATE 

Taking on New Listings. 
Need help selling your 

house?? Call Howard Martin 
Realty, 410-352-5555.  

We also handle year-round 
rentals. 

 

COMMERCIAL 

BERLIN: From 225 sq. ft. to 
700 sq. ft. office space. From 
$350 to $1100 per month.  
Includes utilities. 120 sq. ft. 
storage sheds each $95/mo. 
Call 410-726-5471. 
 

Surf Shop for Rent 
29th St. 
Call Bill 

410-289-8380 

1 Office/Retail Space &  
1 Warehouse Unit available 

in West Ocean City.         
Call 443-497-4200 

 

SERVICES 

House Cleaning by the local 
company Everclean.  
8 years in business.  

Affordable rates and reliable 
service. Discounts available. 

443-856-5301 

House and Rental Clean Out, 
small and local moving, and 
removal of junk and furniture. 
Also, will clean out garages/ 
sheds. 302-222-7297, 302-
422-9390. 
 

Lawn Service - Cut, Edging, 
Weeding, Blow-Off. Cash 
donation starting at $25.  

Retired veteran. Call Scott 
at 570-367-1195. 

 

DONATIONS 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065.  

ROOMMATES

REAL ESTATE 

COMMERCIAL

Classifieds 
410-723-6397 
www.baysideoc.com 

www.oceancitytoday.com

SERVICES

SERVICESCOMMERCIAL

DONATIONS

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS 

DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS, 
RVs Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD. Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.  

410-636-0123  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

Place a business card ad in 
the Regional Small Display 
2x2/2x4 Advertising Network 
– Let MDDC help you grow 
your business! Call TODAY at 
410-212-0616 to increase 
your customer base and get 
results. 

EDUCATION/CAREER 
TRAINING 

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAIN-
ING - Get FAA certification to 
fix planes. Financial Aid if qual-
ified. Approved for military 
benefits. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance 866-823-
6729 

SERVICES- 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Increase your customer base 
and get great results by plac-
ing your ads in the MDDC – 
Classified Advertising net-
work! Call today 410-212-
0616 Ask for Multi-Media 
Specialist - Wanda & watch 
your results grow. 

Advertise in  
MDDC  

410-723-6397

106 papers with a circulation of 2.3 million and readership of 4.9 million!
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OPEN HOUSES APR. 2 - APR. 9

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. For all other REALTORS®, there is a weekly charge of $10 per listing.

  DAY/TIME                       ADDRESS                            BR/BA              STYLE                 PRICE                 AGENCY/AGENT 

Daily                                     Assateague Point, Berlin                        1BR/2BR/3BR                 Mobile                    From $100,000              Tony Matrona  /Resort Homes 

Sat-Mon, 11-4pm          Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside          1BR/2/BR/3BR/4/BR+ Condo, Towns & SF                    —                   Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate 

Sat. & Sun. 11-5   9800 Mooring View Ln., West Harbor Village #32     3BR/2.5BA                 Duplex/TH            From Mid $300,000s       Kathleen Clark/Monogram Realty 
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COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

Advertise Your 
Business with Us! 
Call Nancy at 
410-723-6397

CALL 
BY 

MONDAY 
AT 5 P.M.

BAYSIDEOC.COM

autoMotiVe rePair

Photos and Film to DVD
CUSTOM GIFTS

• Custom Gifts
  From Your Photos!
• Photos on Canvas,
  Glass & Aluminum 
• Puzzles
• Playing Cards 
• Mugs

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL
YOUR PERSONAL AND BUSINESS NEEDS

11065 Cathell Road - Ocean Pines
Open Mon. - Fri. 9am - 5pm • 410-208-0641 • copycentralmd.com

custoM Gifts

D E N TA LDental

100OFF
C L E A N I N G  S E R V I C E ScleaninG serVices

MIKE’S
CERAMIC TILE 

& YARD MAINTENANCE
410-641-7420

• Kitchen Backsplash
• All Flooring
• Tub & Shower Recaulking
• Tile Repairs & Drywall Repair
• Junk Removal

• Powerwashing
• Gutters Cleaned
• Yard Clean Up/Mowing
• Weeding/Mulching Beds
• Flower Planting

FREE
ESTIMATES

HanDYMan serVices
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electrician

Furniture repair

Peter’s Repair Shop  
& Sharpening Service

Furniture Repair & Refinishing 
Caning • Rushing 
Shaker Webbing 

We Sharpen: Knives, Scissors, Tools, Mower Blades

Free Pick-Up & Delivery 

410-603-7582

furniture rePair

cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

cleaninG serVices

UnderCover Cleaning Services 

A PROFESSIONAL CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Donna Snyder - Owner 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

8 Robin Hood Trail 
Berlin, MD 21811 

443-513-4024 - office 
301-712-5224 - cell 

undercovercleaning@outlook.com 
www.undercovercleaningservices.com

cleaninG serVices

302.436.9250
38205 DuPont Blvd.

Selbyville

* SALES, SERVICE, AND INSTALLATION *
* GAS, WOOD BURNING, AND PELLET *

* CUSTOM MANTELS & ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS *

firePlaces

HoMe iMProVeMent

the company for women

• cosmetics 
• skin care 
• body care 
• fragrances 
• gifts 
• & more!

CHRISTINE BROWN independent sales representative 

443-234-5262 
order online: www.christinesbeautyshop.com 

cosMetics

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME REPAIRS                   &  
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Painting • Wall Covering 

Carpentry • Tilework
Small Jobs Welcomed! 
410-726-7944 

MHIC#35974    www.wallartisans.com

HoMe iMProVeMent

electrical / construction

Robert Tanner: Owner/Operator Since 1989

emerGency 
service available 
410-251-3153

additions • interior/exterior lighting 
lamp & light repair & service 

Wall outlets – microwaves • Generator installs 

Call Turner Today 410-251-3153 
BERLIN • OCEAN PINES • OCEAN CITY

residential & commercial service

electrical / construction

HealtHcare
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REAL ESTATE ROOfING

      
  

        

   
       

                       

•KEDARUD•GNIDIS•GNIFOO

IFOO

R

R

S
foYYoour Rooffiing, Siding & H

Sppecialist Sinc

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573
10545 Friendship Road Unit 3

      
  

        

   
       

                       

SRETTUG•SWODNIW

G

•

N

mIHHoome Immpprovement
ce 1989

3, Fax: 410-629-1946
Berlin Maryland 21811

      
  

        

   
       

                       

10545 Friendship Road, Unit 3,
mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com
www.shoresidingmd.com

      
  

        

   
       

                       VM

Berlin, Maryland 21811

*Licenced in MDD, DE &VAA

ROOfING MVA licensed
DON’T SPEND THE DAY AT THE MVA! 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

DON’T SPEND THE DAY AT THE MVA! 
          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

Open Mon., Fri., 9-2 & Wed. 9-5 
Sat. by Appointment Only

MVA LICENSED
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MENTAL HEALTH PAINTING

ROOfING

Shingle Roofs • Metal Roofs • Flat Roofs 
Family Owned & Operated 

FREE ESTIMATES 
108 Moss Hill Ln., Salisbury, MD  410-831-3938 
32295 Nassau Rd., Lewes, DE  302-200-7663

ROOf REPLACEMENT & REPAIRS

LANDSCAPING

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T
SINGER CONTRACTING LLC

Doug Singer 
EST. 1970 
Licensed & Insured 
O.C.#30544 
DE#1999201949 
Fenwick Island, DE# 04-1489

MHIC#68306 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AT SENSIBLE PRICES
E-mail: singerco45@gmail.com   Cell: 410-726-1040

Interior Trim & Finish 
Hardwood Floors • 

Car Ports 
Structural Repair • 

Regular & Custom Wood Trim 
Additions 

Kitchens • Baths • Ceramic Tile 
Decks • Windows & Doors 

410-208-9159

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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fpipelinecontracting.net • info@p
PMDHIC # 107489 • DE # 2014100304 PAAHI

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

68 • (610) 209-7604
pipelinecontracting.net

HIC#104744 • Insured & Licensed
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